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Finally, a year where 
we had some form of 
normal. Let’s take a 
look back over our 
year and see what 
we got up to.
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AT THE GREAT HALL
After being postponed earlier in the year, the Summit 
Learning Trust Awards evening took place in the Great 
Hall at the University of Birmingham. What a fantastic 
venue for these prestigious awards. The Great Hall 
was filled to the brim with students from all eight of the 
Trust schools to celebrate their successes last year. Not 
only did the students receive their award, but everyone 
was treated to performances from very talent students 
including our very own talented students, Bachint 
and Abiel, who, respectively, closed the night for the 
awards ceremony, receiving a standing ovation. What 
a night!

HI FROM DAVID WALLIAMS
Eighty students with additional educational needs 
were selected to attend an extra special event as they 
travelled to Nottingham for a specially created viewing 
of the David Walliams’ story, ‘Billionaire Boy’. Before 
they left, they were treated to a personalised video 
message from David Walliams’ himself. What a treat. 
Despite the warm coach journey there and back, the 
students were buzzing about their trip to the theatre, 
for many, for the first time! Nothing but the Best for the 
students in the Trust!
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SPORTS DAY 2022
The week of 4th July was just one event after another, 
one success to another! It all started with the Years 
7 and 8 Sports Day which was as fantastic as ever 
and left everyone excited for the Years 9 and 10 in a 
few week’s time, as the House competition got fierce! 
Rounders and various races, not forgetting the face 
paints and flags galore! Will it be Alder? Will it be 
Maple? Will it be Oak? Will it be Yew? Only time will 
tell!

WORK EXPERIENCE
The majority of Year 10’s were out in employment 
elsewhere, for the first time in two years, on work 
experience. Those who didn’t manage to get a 
placement completed a blended approach in school 
by taking part in a virtual Commonwealth Games 
linked session with the NEC as well as helping out as 
support for Sports Day, transition day and Culture 
Day. Cockshut Hill Careers under the guidance of Mrs 
Turton do not do things by halves!

TRANSITION
Then came Transition Day where we welcomed over 
200 Year 6’s and their parents, supported by our Year 
10 students as part of their work experience week. The 
day started with nerves from the students (and staff) 
as we had the chance to welcome students through 
the gates for Science, PE, History, RE, Geography and 
much more. It was so lovely to see the smiles on their 
faces, the nerves all gone, as they left at 2:30pm. In 
the evening, there was standing room only as their 
parents and carers attended. An informative evening 
which the parents and carers were thrilled to attend as 
well as the nerves of a new school disappearing! Roll 
on the transition journey in September 2022!

LOCAL AFTERNOON TEA
Friday 8th July was the day that had it all. Our local 
residents from the nearby churches were welcomed 
back for the first time, in what felt like an age, for 
afternoon tea. Around 25 residents attended and 
had a sit down, chatting around the tables setting the 
world to rights. They were entertained by our Years 
9 and 10 students as well as by some of the students 
from the Culture Day showcase. Massive thanks to 
Mrs Burke, Mrs Tubbs and the Year 10 Hospitality 
and Catering team who hosted the event. The 
residents went home for an afternoon in the sunshine 
and looking forward to their invitation back ahead 
of Christmas. I think we are as excited as they are!
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WHOLE SCHOOL CULTURE DAY 
Also on the 8th and for the first time (and certainly not the last) Cockshut Hill 
hosted, under the leadership of Miss Dixon and support from Miss Stallard, 
the Cockshut Hill Cultural Experience Day. An event which was in partnership 
with BRING THE POWER YOUTH PROGRAMME, a Common Ground Grant 
generously supported by Birmingham City Council. This event highlighted how 
much Cockshut Hill welcomes students from all nationalities as every student 
was able to show their own cultural identity through their fashion as well as their 
talents. We had reggae bands, dhol drumming, songs from our own Spanish 
senorita, sign language from Year 9’s Mackenzie, dance performances, rap 
songs and the student and staff fashion show. Subjects held their own cultural 
lessons with Geography going around the world, English expressing a welcome 
in many different languages and PE getting involved with Kabaddi, to list but a 
few. The atmosphere in school was electric and we cannot wait for this event, 
which is now a MUST on the annual calendar!
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GRADUATION BALL
8th July, it was the Graduation Ball for Year 11 at the 
Village Hotel in Solihull. What a way to end a day, 
and week, of spectacular events. The hummers came 
in, the Ferraris followed, and the stunning outfits of 
the young ladies and gentlemen were breath-taking. 
The crowd which watched on was full of ‘wow’ and 
‘oh who’s that?’ as each vehicle brought a different 
but fantastic reaction from the CHS staff and students. 
Then the party started, and the dance floor was packed 
with students ‘giving it large’ to their choice of music. 
Soon it was time for the awards, and they were as epic 
as always. Let’s hope LaLa doesn’t lose that winning 
lottery ticket! An evening to remember for a long time, 
especially with all the exam nerves gone! Roll on the 
college inductions in September 2022!

SUMMER SHOWCASE
Finally, the Talent Showcase hit Warwick Hall and boy 
were we in for a treat. Singing sensations, rapping and 
dance, the list goes on. Simon Cowell step aside as 
BGT needs to be renamed as Cockshut’s Got Talent 
(CGT) as they most certainly do! It has been fantastic 
to be able to host events like this once again, where 
the students get to show everyone what they can do, 
and the school and local community are all the better 
for seeing it happen! Standing ovations all around!

https://twitter.com/CockshutHillSch
https://www.instagram.com/cockshuthill/


@CockshutHillSch @cockshuthill CockshutHill@CockshutHillSch @cockshuthill CockshutHill

STUDENT LEADERSHIP 
With GCSE season looming, it was team to find 
our new head students for the next academic year. 
Applications came flying in and interviews began, with 
current Head Students Faie and Ahmed also getting 
involved in the process. It was a tough decision with 
so many amazing candidates from Years 9 and 10, 
for a second year running. Faie and Ahmed informed 
the successful candidates – the new head students 
were announced as Alayna and Luca. Well done to 
them both as we look forward to seeing what legacy 
they will leave over the coming year. As part of the 
handover of leadership, Faie and Ahmed went on to 
receive the Governor’s Commendation Award for their 
time as leaders of the student body and all they went 
on to complete as Head students – very well deserved.

With changes everywhere in student leadership, it 
was time for the House Elections. This annual event 
showcases an example of democracy, a feature which 
is signposted regularly as a Fundamental British Value. 
The campaigns began and the results came in. The 
new house captains were Kholsuma for Alder, Eiman 
for Maple, Aya for Oak and Andrea Denisa for Yew. 
Well done to all.

COMMONWEALTH 
GAMES 2022
Ten students from Year 10 signed up with the 
Commonwealth Games to become volunteers in 
Badminton. This was to be an exciting time as they 
received their training along with the staff who were 
to be their chaperones. These ten students are the only 
secondary students to represent Summit Learning Trust. 
I, for one, will be keeping my eyes on the television in 
the hope so catching a glimpse of one of them! We are 
also looking forward to hearing of the tales Faie has to 
tell as she continues to set the tone, as a baton bearer 
for the Games.

LITERACY 
WORKSHOPS 
Miss Betts granted some Year 7 students a number 
of great opportunities via her contacted within the 
National Literacy Trust. Not only did they get to visit 
the REP in Birmingham, to see the ‘Playboy of the 
West Indies’ but they were also treated to a number 
of workshops from poetry expert, Nafeesa Hamid, 
before finally making the trip to the University of 
Birmingham to perform their work which they had 
completed with Nafeesa! What a great way to 
showcase how literacy is at the heart of what we do 
at Cockshut Hill. 

BLACK COUNTRY 
LIVING MUSEUM  
Year 8 went to visit the Black Country Living Museum 
as their Cultural Experience. This visit allowed them 
to reflect over the historical content they had been 
learning in school several months ago as well as hear 
the tales and see the sights of what the harsh reality of 
life was back in the Industrial Era where Birmingham 
and Dudley were the workshop of the world. The 
reality hit clear when students were given tales of the 
lives children their age had to go through as well as 
the dangers they face. A stark contrast from the life 
they live in this modern era.

@CockshutHillSch @cockshuthill CockshutHill

JU
N

E.
..

https://twitter.com/CockshutHillSch
https://www.instagram.com/cockshuthill/


@CockshutHillSch @cockshuthill CockshutHill@CockshutHillSch @cockshuthill CockshutHill@CockshutHillSch @cockshuthill CockshutHill

BAKE OFF
COMMONWEALTH 
Bake Off’s back. One of the massive highlights of the 
House competition calendar, second only to Sports 
Day, is Bake Off and this year the theme was the 
Commonwealth Games. Years 7-9 have never had the 
chance to participate in Bake Off before and so these 
years were given the chance. From the looks and tastes 
of the various bakes, there are a number of Mary 
Berry’s and Paul Hollywood’s around! Well done to 
Maple who were the Master Bakers of the competition 
and have kept Maple in the House competition lead!

LEAVERS ASSEMBLY
Leavers assembly was held after the final Science 
exam of the year. What a way to end their Year 11 
journey with Mrs Dignum and Miss Sloan completing 
challenges, prizes galore and tears everywhere, not 
forgetting the poem which Mrs Dignum wrote for her 
‘other family’. It is safe to say, the tissues were out and 
left everyone looking forward to the Graduation Ball 
in July.

OUR CRICKET PRO.
Even though he was hitting his way through GCSE 
examinations, Amir Khan made sure there was no LBW 
as he signed as a professional for Warwickshire CCC. 
Amir has been playing with the club for many years, 
taking part in many competitions for the Under-18’s 
and seniors, travelling as far as Sri Lanka in recent 
months. This young man has a great future ahead of 
him in cricket. Don’t forget to come back and visit us, 
as we are sure it won’t be long before we see you 
playing in the Ashes! 

YEAR 11 - FINAL GAME
Before the shirt signing, book signing and tears of 
Leavers Assembly, the Year 11 boys came back for one 
last C versus H band football match. Revenge was on 
as they were both vying for victory as last year’s close 
match where C band won. Sadly, the cards did not 
play in the favour of H band as they were defeated a 
whopping 7-1 by their C band counterparts. Although 
H band later refused the team photo, the match and 
the final whistle just proved what a sporting group 
these lads really are! I hear they are planning a re-
match!

FORMER STUDENTS
Year 10 had a major opportunity to listen to former 
pupil and current England national under-21 coach, 
Mr Lee Carsley and the journey he has been on since 
he left the grounds of Cockshut Hill School all those 
years ago. Welcome back! 

A group of key stage 
three girls also met 
a former student and 
under-17 England player, 
Katy Ward. Katy spoke to 
the girls about her time at 
Cockshut Hill as well as 
her journey after injury 
prevented her England career continuing any further. 
We hope to see Katy back with us in the years to come.
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PEER MENTORING 
With Children’s Mental health the theme for a week 
in February, the Wellbeing committee got involved 
in training under the Anna Freud Peer Mentoring 
programme. All students participated and 10 students 
have now moved on to the next aspect of their training 
with Mr March and Mrs Croydon, to be Peer Mentors 
in school, having been successful in their completion of 
the course and also in application. We know they are 
going to be a valuable asset to the wellbeing of our 
students here at Cockshut Hill.

A WEALTH OF 
CULTURAL EXPERIENCES
Quite possibly the busiest term of the year, term three, 
began with the start of the Cultural Experiences for 
Year 9. Having had their university experiences 
postponed in half term three, the pace quickened as 
our Year 9 students visited universities such as Coventry, 
Birmingham, Oxford and Cambridge. Students saw 
and heard the variety of options available to them 
in these universities and that every single student has 
the capacity, academically and financially, to get 
their place at university. Aspire to Inspire – Post-18 is 
waiting.

EQUALITIES COMMITTEE
As Protective Characteristics, Fundamental British 
Values and Equality remain top of our school agenda 
to ensure everyone is welcome and treated equally 
and fairly, our Equality committee brought together 
what equality means to them and how things can be 
improved through the form of discussions, posters and 
videos. This led to Ahmed and Niamatuallah hosting 
House Assemblies for a week, sharing the great work 
they have been doing and will be continuing to do, 
under the guidance of Miss Dixon.

MRS WILLIAMS
With great delight, Cockshut Hill welcomed back 
the legendary teacher, Mrs Lucy Williams, as the 
library was officially reopened. Mrs Williams had left 
in July 2021 after 35 years of service in the Design 
Technology department. This event saw many former 
staff members return, whom Mrs Williams had worked 
with. Thank you, Mrs Williams, for all the work and 
support you gave to Cockshut Hill over the years, not 
just to the students, who will remember you forever, 
but to the colleagues who had the pure pleasure to 
work with you and gain so much from your knowledge 
and expertise. A lady who is the walking version of the 
school motto – Nothing but the Best.

@CockshutHillSch @cockshuthill CockshutHill
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As well as inspiring our Year 9’s towards 
university, Mrs Turton also took a group 
of Year 8 girls to Millennium Point for a 
STEM event - #GirlTechBrum. The event 
gave the girls an insight into careers in 
STEM with some really having a change 
of heart about their future and their 
pending option choices as they head into 
Year 9.

Later in June, Years 8 and 9 had a virtual 
session with a careers panellist who 
answered their questions about careers 
in digital and technology industries.
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Over the course of the year, Miss Albutt, who sadly leaves us at the end of this term, has supported our musicians and 
the musicians of the Regional Orchestra as the orchestra selected Cockshut Hill school as the event to hold its weekly 
practise. So, with eager excitement, our musicians have participated in the regional orchestra’s annual event at the 
Royal Conservatoire. What an experience for them in such an amazing arena! Thank you to the Regional Orchestra 
and Miss Albutt for making this happen. Hopefully it will continue to be an annual event!

YEAR 10 
ENGAGEMENT
Year 10 were given a treat! Not only did they receive their 
revision packs for their subject areas and the chance to speak 
to various post-16 providers, but they also got the opportunity 
to listen to former pupil and current England national under-21 
coach, Mr L. Carsley and the journey he has been on since he 
left the grounds of Cockshut Hill School all those years ago. 
Welcome back! We hope he can return again to use in the future.

MP JESS PHILLIPS
In October, Jess Phillips came to spoke to our Year 10 and Year 11 females about the issue of 
sexual harassment, an event which sparked other initiatives in school and trust wide. We are able 
to welcome Ms Phillips back to us on 7th April to speak to our Year 10 and Year 11 males about this 
topic and the actions of the future to eradicate this and other forms of maltreatment.

SENECA LEADERSHIP 
This term all our students were officially introduced to Seneca Premium, our main homework platform and, since 
then, our students have never failed to disappoint. As of 2nd April, Cockshut Hill students remain top of the Trust 
and the West Midlands regional league table for the highest number of questions answered, ahead of Eden Boys 
and King Edward Girls Handsworth. Well done to our fantastic students and many thanks to all our parents/carers 
for continuing to be the driving for the benefit of homework at home too! What a team!

YEAR 9 SEMI FINAL 
KTS CUP
Big game tonight at Sedgemere Fields. The year 9s will 
be playing in the semi final of the Kevin Turner Cup 
against KESH. We will be hoping for a 3.45pm kick 
off. If you have any time after school please come and 
support the lads. This is our chance to get two year 
groups in cup finals. 

The Boys played and won 6-1. Into the final.
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STUDENT LEADERSHIP COMMITTEES

CHARITY WORK 
The charity committee continued their drive to support local 
communities who sadly are suffering the effects of job losses, 
raising prices and limited resources. Every day they move 
around forms, collecting items from students and staff for food 
banks at St Thomas’ and Green Lane Masjid, as well as food 
times, clothing and other essentials in support of those who 
are impacted abroad, in the Ukraine. The charity committee 
would like to thank all parents/carers, students and staff for 
their continued generosity. The recipients of the items have 
been truly grateful! Mrs Kosir and Mrs Pilkington have also 
created support parcels for families who are struggling, as part 
of the holy month of Ramadan, where reflection and almsgiving 
play a key role.

VISIT TO GREEN LANE 
Our student leadership team, including head students Faie 
and Ahmed, visited Green Lane Masjid as part of our working 
relationship. The visit was to gain insight into the work they 
do to support the community. Whilst there, not only were we 
lucky to be given a tour of the Mosque, but the education 
lead, Mohammed, also spoke about the religion of Islam and 
the incredible and invaluable work they do to support their 
community, both near and far! So much to learn and take back 
to help us with our own community support as well as continuing 
the working relationship with Green Lane Masjid. 

UKRAINE SUPPORT

https://twitter.com/CockshutHillSch
https://www.instagram.com/cockshuthill/


@CockshutHillSch @cockshuthill CockshutHill

M
A

RC
H

...
This month not only saw the hottest day of the year so far, as well as a few days of flurries of snow, but it also was 
a bumper month of events!

The month start off with a welcome to all our Year 6 students who were successful in gaining a placement at Cockshut 
Hill for 2022-23. We cannot wait to meet everyone!

COMMONWEALTH 
SERVICE
When the email came through that Cockshut Hill 
had 20 tickets to attend this event, in the year of the 
Queen’s Jubilee, you could almost hear the excitement 
and buzz of anticipation. It was with great anticipation 
that 16 students and 4 staff members made the coach 
journey, with Ninestiles and Lyndon representatives, 
to London to participate in the annual Commonwealth 
Service, celebrating all nations and cultures within Her 
Majesty’s Commonwealth. Last year the event was not 
able to happen due to Covid, so the anticipation of 
the event was massive in such a significant year. It was 
a beautiful service attended by HRH Prince Charles, 
Prince of Wales; Camilla, Duchess of Cornwall; Prince 
William, Duke of Cambridge and Catherine, Duchess 
of Cambridge. Sadly, the Queen was not able to attend 
this event, in her jubilee year.

Prominent politicians included Boris Johnson, who 
participated in the service as well as Keir Starmer, 
Priti Patel and Jacob Rees-Mogg. Others in attendance 
were triathlon Jonny Brownlee, Naomi Campbell and 
actor and television pundit, David Walliams. David 
Williams received a resounding appreciation from the 
audience, with many of our own students in awe. One 
student said, “this is a once in a lifetime opportunity. 
Thank you for this chance.” Hear, Hear.

WORLD BOOK DAY
Always an event in the Cockshut Hill calendar which 
students and staff look forward to as it usually involves 
a large celebration of reading and a ‘guess what Mr 
Moore and Mrs Dignum will dress up as’. They didn’t 
disappoint! Miss Betts had arranged for two authors 
to come in and host creative writing workshops and 
discussions with Key Stage Three students. It was with 
great excitement that are students met authors Savita 
Kalhan and Aisha Bushby, hearing their journey into 
the world of writing and the positive impact that it 
has had in their lives and those who read their books. 
Thank you to these ladies for sharing their journey. 
Inspirational in a month where International Women’s 
Day was celebrated!
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A MASSIVE MONTH OF SPORT

YEAR 7 FOOTBALL
Our boys hosted the local football rivals, KESH, in the 
first of many league matches. The boys played a strong 
game and the keeper made some exceptional saves. 
Despite the hard work and dedication, the result didn’t 
quite go their way. However, it showed them how 
much they have grown and that a win is just around 
the corner. Well done boys and next match please!

YEAR 8 INDOOR 
CRICKET
The first event in the cricket calendar was hosted by 
us, against Hodge Hill School. The boys have not 
really played as a team before and were amazing 
throughout. Although they lost by 8 runs, they must 
remain proud of themselves and they cannot wait for 
the next match as the boys want to get to Edgbaston 
for the final! Come on Team Cockshut!

YEAR 10 IN THE 
JEFF HALL CUP
This has been a busy month for our Year 10 boys! The 
home quarter-final against Yardleys was a tough and 
well fought match with our boys winning 6-2. Although 
the score suggestions an easier game, it certainly was 
not as it was 0-0 at half time. What a second half as 
Kole managed to net a hat-trick! Next stop was the 
semi-final away against Small Heath. What a semi-final 
that was! On 24th March, a warm spring evening, the 
boys made the journey with the aim to get to the final. 
Each player worked extremely hard and the team got 
their much-deserved win and the place in the final 
against Holy Trinity. We are so excited for this fixture, 
I’m not sure we can wait! Come on boys, bring the 
Cup home!

ATHLETICS
Year 7 and Year 8 boys and girls continued 
their competitive drive by taking part in athletics 
competitions. Both Year 7 and Year 8 girls attended an 
Indoor Athletics competition and both netted second 
spot! Year 7 and Year 8 boys also did themselves in 
their competition. The year 7 boys came in third and 
missed out on a place in the finals by 3 points. The 
Year 8 boys won their age group convincingly and 
went onto represent Cockshut Hill at Birmingham 
University in the All-Schools finals day next week. At 
the All-Schools Finals, the Year 8 boys, once again, 
worked hard, narrowly missing out on 3rd spot by 12 
marks! Everyone at Cockshut Hill is so proud of all of 
our athletes.

YEAR 9 RUGBY
Not to be outdone by the boys football results, Year 
9 boys under the guidance of Mr Coniff, played their 
first match, as a team, at home to KESH. Trailing at 
half time, the inspirational Mr Coniff and his very able 
assistant Tyrique L, coached the boys to a 4-3 on tries 
victory. A rematch was demanded and we are sure 
our boys are well up for this too! Well done all.

CAREERS WEEK 
With March always the month of career and aspirations 
nationally, it was with excitement that Mrs Turton and the 
students of Cockshut Hill were able to welcome the Bank of 
England during Careers Week, amongst others. Year 9 were 
informed about the work within the Bank of England and the 
array of opportunities which were available to anyone who 
wishes to move into banking and finance. Year 7 and Year 
8 also participated in a STEM event, hosted by MGA, in 
collaboration with BAE Systems and the Royal Navy. This 
event through active participation between the hosts and students, supported students with their understanding of 
the various aspects of magnetism in everyday life. A group of Year 11 boys also went to Solihull College and the 
air force to consider a few more opportunities for their Post-16 pathway.
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CULTURAL CAPITAL MEETS MACBETH
One of the highlights of the Cultural Capital calendar is a trip to the theatre. Last year we couldn’t take year 10 
so this year we took Year 10 and Year 11. Students went to watch a production of their GCSE examination text, 
Macbeth, in the open venue of the Globe Theatre in London. Over the course of two different days, over 300 
students, accompanied by a number of staff, took the coach to London to watch the production. Year 10 managed 
to get the tickets to attend on World Book Day. As the coaches journeyed into the heart of London, our students 
took in the sites of the capital before gathering in the Globe for a superb performance by the Royal Shakespeare 
Theatre company. For some students and staff, it was the first time they had ever been to any form of theatre so 
what a way to whet their appetite than the home which Shakespeare made famous in Elizabethan times. Our 
students were a credit to the school on both occasions and even got a note of appreciation from Macbeth himself 
as he left the theatre. 

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY
A select group of Year 8 young ladies marked 8th March by attending an event at Solihull Sixth Form College. 
International Women’s Day was created to help us push for a gender equal world. All across the globe the 
achievements of women are celebrated, whilst remaining inequalities are highlighted and discussed. All female 
participants learned about the 17 Sustainable Development Goals set up by the UN in 2015 and about the 
relationship between gender inequality and climate change – concerning how climate change disproportionately 
affects women and girls. 

The girls from each school were paired up in order to write letters to the UN Women’s Executive Director detailing 
their concerns about climate change and its effect on women around the world, as well as suggesting solutions. 

Two of our Year 11 girls, Faie and Keeley, wrote an article, which was inspired by the work of Jess Phillips about 
what International Women’s Day meant to them.  Their work was published by FE News and shared with Jess 
Phillips herself who wrote back to the school saying how moved she was by the article. Their moving article will be 
an inspiration to all young ladies in the years to come.

BACK ON TV - NATIONAL
With the White Paper on all schools becoming an academy, Cockshut Hill was back on the television but this time 
on BBC1. The BBC came in to film some lessons in action and speak to Faie, Ahmed and Amelia about being an 
academy, the opportunities it brings and their hopes for the future. The enthusiasm with which they spoke was 
fantastic and it is clear to see the drive for success in all areas of their life is so important to them as well as their 
pride in being a part of the journey of success here at Cockshut Hill. 
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CHANGE MAKERS!
A group of 8 girls were selected across both key stages to 
lead the way for positive change on the issues surrounding 
sexual harassment. The young ladies are part of a Trust 
working party for #ActionforChange. This event was the 
initial conference meeting, setting up the conversations and 
areas which young people wish to address and educate 
others. Their vision was clear and the ideas about positive 
change were vast. The group will be meeting again very 
soon in another conference meeting to move their ideas 
forward to ensure that the change is around all protected 
characteristics and hoping to take part in a national event 
in London next academic year.

The month of love was one which brought sporting success as well as raising the profile of our students continuing 
their drive for success and positive change in all aspects of their own development.

THE KEVIN TURNER CUP - YEAR 9
It is always wonderful to be able to watch our students play competitive sport again. Year 9 Boys played a quarter 
final match in THE KEVIN TURNER CUP against Holy Trinity. It was a hard fought and close match! But well done to 
all for their fantastic play including Zayan, Hayden, Josh, Ouerzine, who were amongst the goal scorers and Josh 
B for Man of the Match. Cockshut Year 9 won 5-4 and it could easily have been move. Thanks to Year 10 boys, 
Luke and Charlie, for helping the referee by holding the line and Mr Hargreaves and Mr Coniff for the opportunity 
and coaching. We look forward to the semi-final against KESH! Bring the cup home boys!

BCFC FOOTBALL & EDUCATION
Mr Hargreaves continued the packed calendar of sporting events to bring BCFC back to Cockshut 
Hill where a group of Year 10 and Year 11 boys participated in an afternoon session with the team 
from BFCF about sport, education and future pathways post-16. This continues to be a valuable link 
which Mr Hargreaves has made for our boys who want to go into this arena when they move to 
post-16 opportunities. Thanks to BCFC and Mr Hargreaves. Excited to continue working together.

CAREER EXPERIENCES
With universities hosting students from across the world, Year 9 were unable to get out and visit our 
universities due to the doors being ‘closed’ until later in the year. With this Cultural Capital series 
of experiences ‘on hold’, Mrs Turton, CEIAG lead for the school, decided that if we could not go to 
them yet, then she would bring them to us! Our whole year 9 cohort had the luxury of being able to 
speak to staff from Oxford University on a virtual session and host a Q+A about pathways, university 
and the future. The event was well received by the students and they are now looking forward to the 
Summer Term when visits to universities can commence!

On the note of future pathways, the 
Year 11 Hospitality and Catering class 
participated in a ‘Ready, Steady, Cook’ 
event hosted, in school, by the Royal 
Navy Catering Service. The students 
were absolutely buzzing about this 
event, organised by Mrs Burke and Mrs 
Turton. The Royal Team outlined what 
service life is like and provided an insight 
into the educational, sporting and social 
opportunities that a career in the Royal Navy provides. The students took part in a Ready Steady 
Cook Challenge, an interactive Master Chef style lesson in which the students were divided into 
equal teams and presented with a mystery box of ingredients. Each team had to create two dishes, 
a main course and a dessert, within an hour. If this is what our students can create and present, we 
are looking forward to watching one of them, at least, on Masterchef!

https://twitter.com/CockshutHillSch
https://www.instagram.com/cockshuthill/
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9 PROTECTED 
CHARACTERISTICS

After a relaxing Christmas break, it was ‘all hands-on deck’ ahead 
of the Spring term. Our students were introduced the Protective 
Characteristics which we, as a school community, will continue to 
uphold as well as continue our drive to ensure we eliminate all forms 
of discrimination, harassment and victimisation. Cockshut Hill is a 
welcoming and safe place for all.
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It was with great pleasure we 
were able to congratulate a 
group of Year 11 students 
on achieving their Bronze 
Duke of Edinburgh award. 
They had worked so hard 
to achieve this, given 
the restrictions were had 
continued to limit so many 
aspects of the requirements. 
Well done to them all and 
good luck on the journey to 
Silver! 

https://www.cockshuthill.org.uk/equality-diversity/
https://twitter.com/CockshutHillSch
https://www.instagram.com/cockshuthill/
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EXAM PREPARATION
January also saw the Year 11’s complete their Pre-Public Examinations in the Sports Hall. This was the first time, in 
a while, that such examinations were able to take place in the more usual format. Year 11 rose to the challenge of 
all that was expected of them and more. We looked forward to sharing their success with them later in the term and 
also in August when they receive their official GCSE results. Exciting times ahead #NothingButTheBest

LOCAL TV 
Central News came in to see us as the Government 
continued to lift Covid-19 restrictions. The news team 
spoke to Mr Bridges and our students about what the 
restrictions had meant to them and their thoughts as 
the future was really starting to look more ‘normal.’

NEW CEO 
It was with huge and heartfelt congratulations that 
we were able to wish Mr Vince Green, the current 
Secondary School Educational Director for Summit 
Learning, as it was announced he was successful in his 
interview programme to become Summit Learning’s 
new CEO from September 2022. We look forward to 
continuing to work with him as Educational Director, 
as he moves into his CEO role for September. 
Congratulations!

PARENT/CARER EVENTS
Although we had been so thrilled to host our Year 11 Parents’ Evening in school, sadly the Year 9 Parents’ and 
Options Evening, once again, had to go virtual. The return to the race to unmute was back as cases numbers had 
risen across the country after the Christmas holidays. Thank you to all parents, carers and students who had taken 
the time to login on and join in. The evening was thoroughly informative as Year 9 students discussed their current 
academic achievements as well as the pathway choice and subject selection which they were considering on the 
journey into Key Stage 4. We have a wonderful year group in Year 9, under the leadership of the new Year 9 
Achievement Leader, Mr Saeed. The future is looking very exciting for Year 9 into Year 10!
Fingers crossed our future events can be in person, once again!

https://twitter.com/CockshutHillSch
https://www.instagram.com/cockshuthill/
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CRACKING CHRISTMAS This month began with the Kindness 
Advent Calendar, promoting how we can bring a smile to someone’s day in a small and simple way. There was 
also the Oak House Cracker competition across all years and the entries were amazing! Well done to all the 
students who took part in this competition and to Oak who came out in top spot with the winning entry making not 
one, but two, personalised crackers.

ROAD SAFETY 
Local councillor Debbie Harries paid our school a visit, 
as part of a road safety campaign, in light of recent 
incidents in the Yardley area. We are excited to have 
the chance to get involved in many projects on this 
vitally important topic over the coming months!

YARDLEY CHURCH
Showcasing our community spirit, our students, with the 
support of Mrs Pilkington, delivered a tree donation to 
St Edburgha’s as part of their Christmas festival. Our 
committees worked hard to make a lot of decorations, 
so many, they could not all fit in the car!

TALENT SHOW
The Talent Show, under the guidance of Miss Albutt, 
is back! One of the eagerly anticipated events in the 
Cockshut Hill calendar which will be filmed this year 
due to COVID unfortunately. We have a host of talent 
walking our corridors every single day but who will 
win, is yet to be seen.

ONE STOP
Huge thank you to local One Stop Store
Manager Leigh for £300.00 worth of food 
donations to our Food bank collections. 
These will be split between Green Lane 
Masjid and St Thomas Garretts Green 
#Community #Yardley #Birmingham
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CHARITY SUPPORT FOR OUR 
COMMUNITY

Recent years have proved very hard for local people as well as those joining our country to escape the terror of 
life in their homelands. So, it is thanks to our committees including are Charity committee for pushing the need 
to raise funds for various charities over the past few months. Students sold poppies for Remembrance, with funds 
returned to the local British Legion, raising hundreds of pounds. Other events where the school has raised hundreds 
of pounds have also been through MacMillan Coffee Morning in September, World Aids Day and Christmas 
Jumper Day in December. Our community has been very generous in other ways too. Our students, parents and 
staff have brought in non-perishable items for local food banks at St. Thomas’ Church and Green Lane Masjid. 
Many thanks to all involved with the clothes appeal for Refuge Help as linked to St Chad’s, toy collection for 
Women of Hope (linked with Schools of Sanctuary) and the Migrant Help shoebox appeal – these will go a long 
way to helping migrants who have been forced from their homes to seek sanctuary elsewhere at Christmas. Our 
wonderful staff have also gone above and beyond with the English department leading the way with their reverse 
advent calendars! What a team! As a school, we are also looking to support local homeless charities through coat 
collections and fundraising via a cake sale. All of these donations will go a long way to support those within our 
local community who have struggled during the lockdown periods and we, as a school, are more than happy to 
support our locals. 

Cockshut Hill – you are wonderful at supporting those in times of need. We look forward to continuing to support 
local charities in the new year! #community

Due to the work our school has been doing in the local area, Mr Bridges and Mr O’Malley received an award 
from Green Lane Masjid at a Gala dinner in November, in recognition of the support the school is giving to the 
local community. This award is for every single person who is doing their part to make the lives of others easier. 
Well done to you all! #NothingButTheBest.
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REMEMBRANCE
Remembrance Day allowed the students and staff of Cockshut Hill to 
pause for a moment and reflect on those in the various services who have 
sacrificed their lives, over the years. Our Head Students Faie and Ahmed, 
Mrs Pilkington and Mr O’Malley led the emotive broadcast service across 
our year groups, where every single member of our school community 
showed the up-most respect for the fallen. We were very privileged to 
welcome Oasis Hobmoor staff and students as well as flag bearers from 
Yardley Boys Brigade and Sheldon RAFA. This poignant event was made 
extra special as we met Jack, one of our student alumni members from the 
1940s who brought us a picture of the school’s very first football team. 

Faie and Subhaan were also invited, with Mr Bridges and Miss Ash, to 
participate in the Remembrance Service at St. Thomas’. This was also 
a very special moment for our students as well as our local church, 
honouring those who lost their lives in conflict over the centuries. 

ECO RADIO WM
Our very own eco-warriors, Subhaan and 
Bronson participated in a BBC West Midlands 
radio show with Rakeem Omar. These young men 
were sensational and spoke very knowledgeable 
about climate change, specifically relating to 
the COP26 Summit. The future leaders of our 
country! Other members of our school committees 
took a stand against Bullying and led the way 
for #OneKindWord, making posters and a video 
message to share with their school peers who any 
form of bullying has a detrimental impact on the 
wellbeing of others. As one phrased created from 
a Year 7 students – ‘make, not break’. Easy to 
make someone’s day by being kind!

LEA FOREST
Later in the month, Mr Bridges went on a 
tour of Lea Forest School Strengthening our 
community links through our primary schools, 
alumni and charity work continues as Cockshut 
Hill becomes the heart of the local community.

SOAR Back to school after half term 
break, with the House SOAR rewards assemblies. 
Well done to Maple House for being the most 
Ambitious, Smart and Organised House in half 
term 1. A massive well done to our Super Prize 
winners for half term 1 – R. Francis Year 11, C. 
Lumber Year 9 and A-L Webb Year 10. Well done 
to all other students who won an award too. Will 
your child be in the draw next half term? Following 
our SOAR expectations and attending every day, 
on time means your child has the chance to select 
a prize of their choice, if they are a lucky winner.
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LIVE EVENTS
We managed to have the first parental events of the year - the 
pleasure of welcoming Year 7 parents for the Settling Evening. 
It is so wonderful to be able to have face-to-face events again! 
Let’s hope the days of ‘Opps, I’m on mute’ are gone! Year 11 
parents also attended a parental engagement event hosted by Mr 
Bridges, Miss Sheerman and Mrs Dignum. This was a successful 
evening in signposting how parents can support their children with 
their studies, exams, revision as well as mental health awareness.

GUEST SPEAKERS
As part of our Aspire programme, we were very lucky to have 
a number of guest speakers during October to speak with our 
students about safety and the awareness of women’s rights. Miss 
Shortland and school link officer, PC Washington, spoke to our 
students in their House assemblies about the safer travel to and 
from school, highlighting any possible dangers and where to seek 
support and help. We also had the honour of our local MP Jess 
Phillips speaking to our Year 10 and Year 11 young ladies about 
their rights as women and speaking out, feeling empowered to 
challenge on sexual harassment and inequality. Her experience 
and passion inspired our young ladies to feel empowered to make 
a stand against the inequalities they may face. ITV Central came 
to film the event, highlighting these key messages to the whole 
community in our local area. We look forward to welcoming a 
guest speaker in the future for our Year 10 and Year 11 young 
men on the topic of women’s rights. Together, making a stand.

SUPER SAUNDERS
Our own super woman, Ms Saunders, ran the London Marathon 
for AMMF a bile duct cancer charity. What an inspiration to our 
students and staff as she raised so much money for a cause close 
to her heart. Well done Ms Saunders!

UCB ADA LOVELACE
Mrs Turton continued to develop our students’ personal 
development by taking 5 year 10 young ladies along to an 
inspirational Woman’s event at UCB. This event was the Ada 
Lovelace Day, the first woman computer scientist! Our young ladies 
were inspired by the information they received and hopefully will 
be looking to lead the way for women in science, technology, 
engineering and math careers of the future.



KEY DATES
Talent Show: 
Wednesday 15th December
Bake Sale: 
Warwick Hall - 15th December
Parent Forum: 
15th December (Virtual)

Half Term 3 begins: 
Tuesday 4th Jan 2022,8:30am
Y10 Parental Engagement event: 
Tuesday 11th Jan
Y11 Pre-Public Exams begin: 
Monday 24th Jan 
Year 9 Parents Evening: 
Tuesday 25th Jan
Trust Awards event: 
Monday 31st Jan (invitation)

@CockshutHillSch @cockshuthill CockshutHill

‘HAPPY NEW YEAR 2022’

WELCOME BACK
The week had arrived. Our students were returning to us, following their 
summer break whilst the Year 7’s joined us officially, for the first time 
after being denied the chance to participate in the usual July Transition 
Day programme. The return of trips also meant that our Year 7 Cultural 
Experience Days were able to take place! The excitement was incredible, 
the challenges real and the students met every single one. The feedback 
from the students was fantastic and the teamwork amongst them was 
superb as they supported each other when the going got tough! What a 
team Year 7 have shown themselves to be already. We certainly do have 
further Lewis Hamilton’s amongst us as well as Bear Grylls!
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PERFECT UNIFORM
The school Executive team re-introduced our expectations for all to work 
with and aim for, through our School Vision and Values, alongside 
the Cockshut Hill Way including the new behaviour policy and perfect 
uniform standards. We wish for ‘Nothing but the Best’ of all our students 
and staff. 
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VISITING OUR SCHOOL
We opened our school again, with much excitement, for Open Evenings 
and Open Morning events which had been virtual in the previous academic 
year. It was wonderful to see our prospective parents and students walking 
the corridors of Cockshut Hill School, seeing what we do, what we have 
to offer our students so that their child achieves the best outcomes in all 
areas of life, when they step through the doors of Cockshut Hill as a Year 
7 student. We look forward to welcoming them next year!
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HOUSE COMPETITION
September saw the beginning of our House Competitions, with English and 
Maths competitions starting us off this year.  We know the competition will be 
fierce this year as we have moved from 6 to 4 houses and Mrs Phillips, Head 
of Maple very keen to replicate last year and come out House winners. But 
the other heads of house will be eager to stop Team Maple pipping them to 
the post, as happened last year. So much to play for, let’s see how the year 
pans out with various house competitions, English and Maths competitions 
and not forgetting the much-loved Bake Off and Sports Day!

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT GROWS
This term we really focused on building our community links and charity work as we welcomed the Rev. Susan Larkin 
and Canon Wendy Martin from St. Thomas’ on a tour of our school. We have always had good community links 
with St. Thomas but we don’t settle for good, we will achieve the best community links with church and others!
Ms Molloy hosted the annual MacMillan Coffee Morning for the staff at the school. Under her leadership and the 
generosity of the staff, the school raised over £200 for this worthy cause. 

OUR STUDENT LEADERSHIP TEAM
September welcomed committees outside of bubbles with our head students of Faie and Ahmed taking the lead. 
The Committee leads were the House Captains and Vice Captains who had been elected last year, showcasing one 
example of our Fundamental British Values.
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RAISE  The end is in sight 
for Term 1 of 2021-Mrs Turton, our 
CEIAG lead, took 30 year 11 students 
to University Birmingham to participate 
in the RAISE Achieve Conference. This 
was a massive opportunity for our 
students to see what university has to 
offer them, to go above and beyond as 
well as recognising how their GCSE’s 
are vitally important for their future 
aspirations. Seize the day – carpe 
diem!


