SUMMIT LEARNING TRUST

Principal’s 2022
Spring Newsletter

Welcome
Dear Parents and Carers
I hope you and your families are all safe and well. As a
school I am delighted that we are continuing to make
significant improvements in our key priorities. You will be
able to review on the attached Termly Bulletin the amount of
opportunities and experiences your children have had this
term. It makes me proud to see the amazing diet we provide
for our students again.
The children continue to impress me on their attitudes to
learning, PERFECT uniform and attendance and punctuality.
Uniform has never been as good, in my six years at the
school. We have reminded your children in the nicer weather
that standards still need to remain as high. Please ensure
your child;
•
•
•
•

Has their blazer with them every day and jumpers or
coats must come off before their blazers are removed
and carried.
If wearing a skirt continues to wear the correct style (knee
length pleated) and only wear ankle socks and not knee
socks.
Does not roll up their blazer sleeves.
Does not wear a hoodie, sweatshirt, tracksuit top, denim
jacket or gilet to school.

Attendance is now returning to normal, nationally and at
Cockshut Hill. Attendance and its relationship to academic
success is clear; the more your child is in school the better
they will achieve in their GCSEs – simple as that!
I also need to remind you all that your child should be on site
by 8.30am. That way they can guarantee not missing any
of their first session of the day; assembly, tutor and ASPIRE.
These are vital in your child’s personal development.

I have informed you recently of our success with regards to
homework via Hegarty maths and Seneca learning. It has been
great to see our children competing and beating schools locally
and nationally. Our students are in the top 2% of schools across
the country who take part in Hegarty maths (approximately 2500
secondary schools) and are at the top of our region for those
schools who use Seneca learning on a regular weekly basis,
this also includes many of the Birmingham Grammar schools.
I used the following points in a recent assembly with your
children. We are now in an OFSTED window and will look
forward to welcoming the Inspectors into school to assess the
progress of our school since their last visit in July 2019. We feel
we have made a great deal of progress in many areas, here are
just a few…
Since our last OFSTED you have a school to be proud of...
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Results in the top 1% improved schools in the country over
the last few years and now at the national average
Attendance above national average
More students than ever before going onto Level 3 courses
and A-Levels
Uniform and expectations higher than ever before
More GCSE Grade 9s achieved year on year
Fully staffed at all levels
Lessons and learnings better than ever
Our Literacy programme judged as a real strength by
external assessors
Careers advice and aspirations for the future remain a real
strength of the school
Detentions, Internal and external exclusions lower than in
previous years.
Homework – Hegarty top 2% nationally, Seneca top of our
region.
Reputation improving all the time and a massive increase in
charity and community work.
Cultural Experience and enrichment programmes stronger
than ever before
ASPIRE, Assemblies, Tutor time all support children’s
personal development and is better than ever before
Fundamental British Values, the 9 Protected Characteristics
and safeguarding are central to all we do.
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Our Vision and Values

In addition to this I reminded the children that central to
this was our strong vision, values and culture at Cockshut
Hill. I’d like to thank all you parents and carers for your
continued support of us all here at the school to continue its
journey to be the best school in the area.

THE COCKSHUT HILL WAY

Your child’s safety

Due to the location of our school being in a residential area,
parking spaces around our school site are at a premium.
Unfortunately, we have received and continue to receive
complaints from our neighbours concerning inconsiderate
driving; blocking driveways and double parking. This is on
both sides of the school; Cockshut Hill and Billingsley Road.
We do ask that you park with care and consideration for
pedestrians and our neighbours when parking around the
school vicinity and please observe all driving and parking
regulations for the area.
Cockshut Hill remains the busiest entrance to school by
far, below are two photos I took recently at 3.05pm at our
Billingsley Road side of the school, as you can see it is a
lot quieter and may be a lot easier and a safer option for
collecting your child.

Our Mission
Statement is;
Project Optimum
‘Nothing But The Best’

OUR VISION
Happy and healthy students and staff.
Positive professional relationships at all levels.
The highest quality provision for all students with the finest
quality staff.
Students develop as professional, articulate and employable
citizens.
Students have positive and inspiring experiences during their
time at the school.
Students achieve their academic potential; staff achieve their
professional potential.

OUR VALUES
SMART
ORGANISED
AMBITIOUS
RESPECTFUL

SO R

SMART ORGANISED AMBITIOUS RESPECTFUL

The Mathematician
Our culture is what you see and feel as you walk around our school. It brings
The Mathematician
together the vision, values and our mission statement which are the norms and
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Your child’s Teachers
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habits of how all members of our school act around our school;
it’s just ‘The Cockshut Hill Way’.
10/01/2020 16:41
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Community Work

We do so much now in the school and in our local
community, I would advise you all to join all of our Social
Media platforms where you will be able to keep up to date
with the school on a daily basis in addition to visiting our
website on a regular basis.

Alumni

As ever at this time of year we have the sad task of saying
goodbye to some members of staff who go on to new
experiences. They will all be missed by both our students
and staff but we do of course thank them for their service to
the school and wish them well for their future career.
Ms McCabe (Teaching Assistant) has recently retired after
28 years at the school, we wish her well but are likely to
welcome her back soon as an examination invigilator.
Ms Albutt (Head of Performing Arts) who leaves to take
over Performing Arts a lot closer to home at The Streetly
Academy. Ms Albutt has been really influential in increasing
the amount of our students who attend drama, music and
dance events and the standard has risen a great deal under
her tenure.

We would also be interested in celebrating any past students
as part of our alumni. If you or a member of your family
or friends used to attend Cockshut Hill School and have
an aspirational story to tell please get in touch with us via
alumni@cockshuthill.org.uk

SUMMIT LEARNING TRUST

Can I also remind all parents and carers that students should
not be administering any medication on their own. If they
require medicine during the school day they must hand it in
to our Student Services team before school with a letter from
you explaining the requirements and giving your permission
for this to happen.

Mr Moore leaves us to take up a post as Head of Humanities
at The Whitley Academy. Mr Moore has led many positions
at the school and will be missed by all, not just for his hard
work but his personality, humour and wardrobe! He led the
school to UNICEF Gold - one of the first secondary schools
in Birmingham! We have been joined by Ms Hill who will
teach Geography.
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Dates for your Diary

subject to change – updates will always be on the school website

Thursday 7th April

Term ends for students at 3pm (Y7Y10) and 4pm for Year 11

Friday 8th April

Summit Learning Trust - Diversity
Training Day

Mon 11th – Fri 22nd
April

Easter School for Year 11s (various
dates and subjects)

Monday 25th April

Start of the Summer Term

Thursday 28th April

New Library opening event

Friday 27th April

End of Half Term

Mon 30th May – Fri
3rd June

Half Term School for Year 11s
(various dates and subjects)

I wish you all a safe and peaceful holiday and I look forward
to seeing you all next term.
Yours sincerely

Jason Bridges
Principal
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