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PARENT ENGAGEMENT
WELCOME

COMMUNITY
& CHARITY
IS AT THE
HEART

The Chinese year of the tiger which we
do hope will bring us the strength and
braveness of the tiger to face whatever
is thrown at us, as the past few years
have been uncertain.
We see 2022 as the year which will
bring improved strength and stability.
#NothingButTheBest
Let’s take a look at the past term and
what we have been getting up to on
the ‘Hill’!

WELCOMED
LOCAL AND
NATIONAL
NEWS!
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KEY DATES
April Easter School for Year 11s
Mon 11th – Fri 15th
Start of the Summer Term
Monday 25th April, 8:30am

After a relaxing Christmas break, it was ‘all hands-on deck’ ahead
of the Spring term. Our students were introduced the Protective
Characteristics which we, as a school community, will continue to
uphold as well as continue our drive to ensure we eliminate all forms
of discrimination, harassment and victimisation. Cockshut Hill is a
welcoming and safe place for all.

JANUARY...

Year 10 Parents Evening
Tuesday 3rd May

9 PROTECTED
CHARACTERISTICS

DofE

It was with great pleasure we
were able to congratulate a
group of Year 11 students
on achieving their Bronze
Duke of Edinburgh award.
They had worked so hard
to achieve this, given
the restrictions were had
continued to limit so many
aspects of the requirements.
Well done to them all and
good luck on the journey to
Silver!
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EXAM PREPARATION

January also saw the Year 11’s complete their Pre-Public Examinations in the Sports Hall. This was the first time, in
a while, that such examinations were able to take place in the more usual format. Year 11 rose to the challenge of
all that was expected of them and more. We looked forward to sharing their success with them later in the term and
also in August when they receive their official GCSE results. Exciting times ahead #NothingButTheBest

LOCAL TV

Central News came in to see us as the Government
continued to lift Covid-19 restrictions. The news team
spoke to Mr Bridges and our students about what the
restrictions had meant to them and their thoughts as
the future was really starting to look more ‘normal.’

NEW CEO

It was with huge and heartfelt congratulations that
we were able to wish Mr Vince Green, the current
Secondary School Educational Director for Summit
Learning, as it was announced he was successful in his
interview programme to become Summit Learning’s
new CEO from September 2022. We look forward to
continuing to work with him as Educational Director,
as he moves into his CEO role for September.
Congratulations!

PARENT/CARER EVENTS

Although we had been so thrilled to host our Year 11 Parents’ Evening in school, sadly the Year 9 Parents’ and
Options Evening, once again, had to go virtual. The return to the race to unmute was back as cases numbers had
risen across the country after the Christmas holidays. Thank you to all parents, carers and students who had taken
the time to login on and join in. The evening was thoroughly informative as Year 9 students discussed their current
academic achievements as well as the pathway choice and subject selection which they were considering on the
journey into Key Stage 4. We have a wonderful year group in Year 9, under the leadership of the new Year 9
Achievement Leader, Mr Saeed. The future is looking very exciting for Year 9 into Year 10!
Fingers crossed our future events can be in person, once again!
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The month of love was one which brought sporting success as well as raising the profile of our students continuing
their drive for success and positive change in all aspects of their own development.

CHANGEMAKERS!

A group of 8 girls were selected across both key stages to
lead the way for positive change on the issues surrounding
sexual harassment. The young ladies are part of a Trust
working party for #ActionforChange. This event was the
initial conference meeting, setting up the conversations and
areas which young people wish to address and educate
others. Their vision was clear and the ideas about positive
change were vast. The group will be meeting again very
soon in another conference meeting to move their ideas
forward to ensure that the change is around all protected
characteristics and hoping to take part in a national event
in London next academic year.

THE KEVIN TURNER CUP - YEAR 9

It is always wonderful to be able to watch our students play competitive sport again. Year 9 Boys played a quarter
final match in THE KEVIN TURNER CUP against Holy Trinity. It was a hard fought and close match! But well done to
all for their fantastic play including Zayan, Hayden, Josh, Ouerzine, who were amongst the goal scorers and Josh
B for Man of the Match. Cockshut Year 9 won 5-4 and it could easily have been move. Thanks to Year 10 boys,
Luke and Charlie, for helping the referee by holding the line and Mr Hargreaves and Mr Coniff for the opportunity
and coaching. We look forward to the semi-final against KESH! Bring the cup home boys!

FEBRUARY...

BCFC FOOTBALL & EDUCATION

Mr Hargreaves continued the packed calendar of sporting events to bring BCFC back to Cockshut
Hill where a group of Year 10 and Year 11 boys participated in an afternoon session with the team
from BFCF about sport, education and future pathways post-16. This continues to be a valuable link
which Mr Hargreaves has made for our boys who want to go into this arena when they move to
post-16 opportunities. Thanks to BCFC and Mr Hargreaves. Excited to continue working together.

CAREER EXPERIENCES

With universities hosting students from across the world, Year 9 were unable to get out and visit our
universities due to the doors being ‘closed’ until later in the year. With this Cultural Capital series
of experiences ‘on hold’, Mrs Turton, CEIAG lead for the school, decided that if we could not go to
them yet, then she would bring them to us! Our whole year 9 cohort had the luxury of being able to
speak to staff from Oxford University on a virtual session and host a Q+A about pathways, university
and the future. The event was well received by the students and they are now looking forward to the
Summer Term when visits to universities can commence!
On the note of future pathways, the
Year 11 Hospitality and Catering class
participated in a ‘Ready, Steady, Cook’
event hosted, in school, by the Royal
Navy Catering Service. The students
were absolutely buzzing about this
event, organised by Mrs Burke and Mrs
Turton. The Royal Team outlined what
service life is like and provided an insight
into the educational, sporting and social
opportunities that a career in the Royal Navy provides. The students took part in a Ready Steady
Cook Challenge, an interactive Master Chef style lesson in which the students were divided into
equal teams and presented with a mystery box of ingredients. Each team had to create two dishes,
a main course and a dessert, within an hour. If this is what our students can create and present, we
are looking forward to watching one of them, at least, on Masterchef!
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This month not only saw the hottest day of the year so far, as well as a few days of flurries of snow, but it also was
a bumper month of events!
The month start off with a welcome to all our Year 6 students who were successful in gaining a placement at Cockshut
Hill for 2022-23. We cannot wait to meet everyone!

COMMONWEALTH
SERVICE

When the email came through that Cockshut Hill
had 20 tickets to attend this event, in the year of the
Queen’s Jubilee, you could almost hear the excitement
and buzz of anticipation. It was with great anticipation
that 16 students and 4 staff members made the coach
journey, with Ninestiles and Lyndon representatives,
to London to participate in the annual Commonwealth
Service, celebrating all nations and cultures within Her
Majesty’s Commonwealth. Last year the event was not
able to happen due to Covid, so the anticipation of
the event was massive in such a significant year. It was
a beautiful service attended by HRH Prince Charles,
Prince of Wales; Camilla, Duchess of Cornwall; Prince
William, Duke of Cambridge and Catherine, Duchess
of Cambridge. Sadly, the Queen was not able to attend
this event, in her jubilee year.

MARCH...

Prominent politicians included Boris Johnson, who
participated in the service as well as Keir Starmer,
Priti Patel and Jacob Rees-Mogg. Others in attendance
were triathlon Jonny Brownlee, Naomi Campbell and
actor and television pundit, David Walliams. David
Williams received a resounding appreciation from the
audience, with many of our own students in awe. One
student said, “this is a once in a lifetime opportunity.
Thank you for this chance.” Hear, Hear.
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WORLD BOOK DAY

Always an event in the Cockshut Hill calendar which
students and staff look forward to as it usually involves
a large celebration of reading and a ‘guess what Mr
Moore and Mrs Dignum will dress up as’. They didn’t
disappoint! Miss Betts had arranged for two authors
to come in and host creative writing workshops and
discussions with Key Stage Three students. It was with
great excitement that are students met authors Savita
Kalhan and Aisha Bushby, hearing their journey into
the world of writing and the positive impact that it
has had in their lives and those who read their books.
Thank you to these ladies for sharing their journey.
Inspirational in a month where International Women’s
Day was celebrated!

CockshutHill

A MASSIVE MONTH OF SPORT
YEAR 7 FOOTBALL YEAR 8 INDOOR
CRICKET
Our boys hosted the local football rivals, KESH, in the
first of many league matches. The boys played a strong
game and the keeper made some exceptional saves.
Despite the hard work and dedication, the result didn’t
quite go their way. However, it showed them how
much they have grown and that a win is just around
the corner. Well done boys and next match please!

ATHLETICS

Year 7 and Year 8 boys and girls continued
their competitive drive by taking part in athletics
competitions. Both Year 7 and Year 8 girls attended an
Indoor Athletics competition and both netted second
spot! Year 7 and Year 8 boys also did themselves in
their competition. The year 7 boys came in third and
missed out on a place in the finals by 3 points. The
Year 8 boys won their age group convincingly and
went onto represent Cockshut Hill at Birmingham
University in the All-Schools finals day next week. At
the All-Schools Finals, the Year 8 boys, once again,
worked hard, narrowly missing out on 3rd spot by 12
marks! Everyone at Cockshut Hill is so proud of all of
our athletes.

The first event in the cricket calendar was hosted by
us, against Hodge Hill School. The boys have not
really played as a team before and were amazing
throughout. Although they lost by 8 runs, they must
remain proud of themselves and they cannot wait for
the next match as the boys want to get to Edgbaston
for the final! Come on Team Cockshut!

YEAR 10 IN THE
JEFF HALL CUP

This has been a busy month for our Year 10 boys! The
home quarter-final against Yardleys was a tough and
well fought match with our boys winning 6-2. Although
the score suggestions an easier game, it certainly was
not as it was 0-0 at half time. What a second half as
Kole managed to net a hat-trick! Next stop was the
semi-final away against Small Heath. What a semi-final
that was! On 24th March, a warm spring evening, the
boys made the journey with the aim to get to the final.
Each player worked extremely hard and the team got
their much-deserved win and the place in the final
against Holy Trinity. We are so excited for this fixture,
I’m not sure we can wait! Come on boys, bring the
Cup home!

YEAR 9 RUGBY
CAREERS WEEK

Not to be outdone by the boys football results, Year
9 boys under the guidance of Mr Coniff, played their
first match, as a team, at home to KESH. Trailing at
half time, the inspirational Mr Coniff and his very able
assistant Tyrique L, coached the boys to a 4-3 on tries
victory. A rematch was demanded and we are sure
our boys are well up for this too! Well done all.

With March always the month of career and aspirations
nationally, it was with excitement that Mrs Turton and the
students of Cockshut Hill were able to welcome the Bank of
England during Careers Week, amongst others. Year 9 were
informed about the work within the Bank of England and the
array of opportunities which were available to anyone who
wishes to move into banking and finance. Year 7 and Year
8 also participated in a STEM event, hosted by MGA, in
collaboration with BAE Systems and the Royal Navy. This
event through active participation between the hosts and students, supported students with their understanding of
the various aspects of magnetism in everyday life. A group of Year 11 boys also went to Solihull College and the
air force to consider a few more opportunities for their Post-16 pathway.
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CULTURAL CAPITAL MEETS MACBETH

One of the highlights of the Cultural Capital calendar is a trip to the theatre. Last year we couldn’t take year 10
so this year we took Year 10 and Year 11. Students went to watch a production of their GCSE examination text,
Macbeth, in the open venue of the Globe Theatre in London. Over the course of two different days, over 300
students, accompanied by a number of staff, took the coach to London to watch the production. Year 10 managed
to get the tickets to attend on World Book Day. As the coaches journeyed into the heart of London, our students
took in the sites of the capital before gathering in the Globe for a superb performance by the Royal Shakespeare
Theatre company. For some students and staff, it was the first time they had ever been to any form of theatre so
what a way to whet their appetite than the home which Shakespeare made famous in Elizabethan times. Our
students were a credit to the school on both occasions and even got a note of appreciation from Macbeth himself
as he left the theatre.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY

A select group of Year 8 young ladies marked 8th March by attending an event at Solihull Sixth Form College.
International Women’s Day was created to help us push for a gender equal world. All across the globe the
achievements of women are celebrated, whilst remaining inequalities are highlighted and discussed. All female
participants learned about the 17 Sustainable Development Goals set up by the UN in 2015 and about the
relationship between gender inequality and climate change – concerning how climate change disproportionately
affects women and girls.
The girls from each school were paired up in order to write letters to the UN Women’s Executive Director detailing
their concerns about climate change and its effect on women around the world, as well as suggesting solutions.

Two of our Year 11 girls, Faie and Keeley, wrote an article, which was inspired by the work of Jess Phillips about
what International Women’s Day meant to them. Their work was published by FE News and shared with Jess
Phillips herself who wrote back to the school saying how moved she was by the article. Their moving article will be
an inspiration to all young ladies in the years to come.

BACK ON TV - NATIONAL

With the White Paper on all schools becoming an academy, Cockshut Hill was back on the television but this time
on BBC1. The BBC came in to film some lessons in action and speak to Faie, Ahmed and Amelia about being an
academy, the opportunities it brings and their hopes for the future. The enthusiasm with which they spoke was
fantastic and it is clear to see the drive for success in all areas of their life is so important to them as well as their
pride in being a part of the journey of success here at Cockshut Hill.
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Over the course of the year, Miss Albutt, who sadly leaves us at the end of this term, has supported our musicians and
the musicians of the Regional Orchestra as the orchestra selected Cockshut Hill school as the event to hold its weekly
practise. So, with eager excitement, our musicians have participated in the regional orchestra’s annual event at the
Royal Conservatoire. What an experience for them in such an amazing arena! Thank you to the Regional Orchestra
and Miss Albutt for making this happen. Hopefully it will continue to be an annual event!

YEAR 10
ENGAGEMENT

Year 10 were given a treat! Not only did they receive their
revision packs for their subject areas and the chance to speak
to various post-16 providers, but they also got the opportunity
to listen to former pupil and current England national under-21
coach, Mr L. Carsley and the journey he has been on since he
left the grounds of Cockshut Hill School all those years ago.
Welcome back! We hope he can return again to use in the future.

SENECA LEADERSHIP

This term all our students were officially introduced to Seneca Premium, our main homework platform and, since
then, our students have never failed to disappoint. As of 2nd April, Cockshut Hill students remain top of the Trust
and the West Midlands regional league table for the highest number of questions answered, ahead of Eden Boys
and King Edward Girls Handsworth. Well done to our fantastic students and many thanks to all our parents/carers
for continuing to be the driving for the benefit of homework at home too! What a team!

MP JESS PHILLIPS

APRIL...

In October, Jess Phillips came to spoke to our Year 10 and Year 11 females about the issue of
sexual harassment, an event which sparked other initiatives in school and trust wide. We are able
to welcome Ms Phillips back to us on 7th April to speak to our Year 10 and Year 11 males about this
topic and the actions of the future to eradicate this and other forms of maltreatment.

YEAR 9 SEMI FINAL
KTS CUP

Big game tonight at Sedgemere Fields. The year 9s will
be playing in the semi final of the Kevin Turner Cup
against KESH. We will be hoping for a 3.45pm kick
off. If you have any time after school please come and
support the lads. This is our chance to get two year
groups in cup finals.
The Boys played and won 6-1. Into the final.
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STUDENT LEADERSHIP COMMITTEES
Term 2 has been a busy one with the committees. January, always the month of fitness, began with the Daily
Mile, each morning before school and during form time, bracing themselves in the cold and frosty mornings. Our
students continued to raise money for local charities.

CHARITY WORK

The charity committee continued their drive to support local
communities who sadly are suffering the effects of job losses,
raising prices and limited resources. Every day they move
around forms, collecting items from students and staff for food
banks at St Thomas’ and Green Lane Masjid, as well as food
times, clothing and other essentials in support of those who
are impacted abroad, in the Ukraine. The charity committee
would like to thank all parents/carers, students and staff for
their continued generosity. The recipients of the items have
been truly grateful! Mrs Kosir and Mrs Pilkington have also
created support parcels for families who are struggling, as part
of the holy month of Ramadan, where reflection and almsgiving
play a key role.

VISIT TO GREEN LANE

Our student leadership team, including head students Faie
and Ahmed, visited Green Lane Masjid as part of our working
relationship. The visit was to gain insight into the work they
do to support the community. Whilst there, not only were we
lucky to be given a tour of the Mosque, but the education
lead, Mohammed, also spoke about the religion of Islam and
the incredible and invaluable work they do to support their
community, both near and far! So much to learn and take back
to help us with our own community support as well as continuing
the working relationship with Green Lane Masjid.

UKRAINE SUPPORT
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PEER MENTORING

With Children’s Mental health the theme for a week
in February, the Wellbeing committee got involved
in training under the Anna Freud Peer Mentoring
programme. All students participated and 10 students
have now moved on to the next aspect of their training
with Mr March and Mrs Croydon, to be Peer Mentors
in school, having been successful in their completion of
the course and also in application. We know they are
going to be a valuable asset to the wellbeing of our
students here at Cockshut Hill.

EQUALITIES

COMMITTEE

As Protective Characteristics, Fundamental British
Values and Equality remain top of our school agenda
to ensure everyone is welcome and treated equally
and fairly, our Equality committee brought together
what equality means to them and how things can be
improved through the form of discussions, posters and
videos. This led to Ahmed and Niamatuallah hosting
House Assemblies for a week, sharing the great work
they have been doing and will be continuing to do,
under the guidance of Miss Dixon.

IMPROVING COMMUNICATION

This term also saw a group of students from years
9-11 translating our weekly bulletin into Urdu, Arabic,
Italian and Romanian. Thank you to these students for
making our communication more widely available to
our parents. Your support is appreciated, and we will
continue to build for the future. Communication is key
to our school-parent/carer partnership going from
strength to strength.

Thank you for reading!
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