FOCUS
on Yardley East

From Deborah Harries and your Lib Dem team

Tackling speeding in Yardley and Stechford
Community Speed Watch
groups are being set up
across Yardley East, after
a pupil was seriously
injured on the pedestrian
crossing outside Cockshut
Hill School, and a car
landed on its roof in a
front garden in Queens
Road, Yardley.
Councillor Deborah
Harries met with School
Principal, Jason Bridges
and resident, Tina Eustace
(pictured), as well as other residents worried
about speeding on our main roads, including
Manor Road and Yardley Fields Road in
Stechford.
PCSO Anna-Marie Carr invited Deborah to join
Sheldon Speed Watch on Moat Lane, Yardley
(pictured), where 10 per cent of the 270 vehicles
recorded were over the speed limit. All those
drivers will receive an ‘educational’ letter and
those at higher speeds will get a visit from the
police.

Tree-planting in
Old Yardley Park

Deborah said: “One of the cars was travelling at
76mph. It is shocking how many people are
speeding, as well as the speeds they are driving at,
and it is a miracle no one was injured in the Queens
Road incident.”
Discussions are underway with Stechford and
Yardley North neighbourhood policing team to roll
out Community Speed Watch groups across the
ward, as well
as exploring
affordable
physical
trafficcalming
measures
with the local
highways
engineer.
Deborah is also calling on the council to install
average speed cameras in Yardley East, which
generate Fixed Penalty Notices for speeding drivers
and have proved highly effective on the Coventry
Road. She is also calling for more spending on local
road safety measures. Please support this
campaign, by signing the petition at
birminghamlibdems.org.uk/speeding-petition.

News in brief
• Helped restore street lighting in: The Cedars,
Yardley, which had been out for several months
after works in nearby Dove Close; Stechford
Recreation Ground, where a dozen lights had gone
out;
• Fly-tipping cleared from various locations,
including the Yew Tree, Broadstone Road, Station
Road, Queens Road, Garwood Road and Hill House
Lane;

Deborah joined Birmingham Trees for Life
volunteers and committee members, and
pupils from Oval School to plant 10 acers in
Old Yardley Park. The trees, commonly
known as maples, often provide vibrant
autumn colour and were planted to mark
National Tree Week 2021.

• Planning and highways enforcement now in
progress with the owners of vacant land on
Broadstone Road, vulnerable to fly-tipping due to a
falling-down perimeter wall;
• Leaf-clearing across a number of roads including
Charlbury Crescent, Gleneagles Road, Sedgemere
Road, Vera Road and Patrick Road;
• Resurfacing of Garwood Road pavement close to
completion and the resurfacing of Queens Road
(highway) due to start in May/June 2022;
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Your Lib Dem team - active and working all year round

Deborah working for Yardley & Stechford
Battling Litter and Fly-Tipping
in Yardley East
A new monthly
litter-picking group
has been started in
Stechford, to tackle
rubbish and flytipping in both the
green space and
streets behind the
Leisure Centre.

The Roznawska family (pictured) joined Deborah
for the first group, which will continue to meet in
Bagshaw Road at 10am on the last Saturday of
every month (26 February, 26 March, 30 April).
Equipment will be provided, and all residents are
welcome.
“It is thanks to the very many volunteer litterpickers across the Yardley East Ward that our
streets and parks are as clean and tidy as they are.
They all deserve a huge thank you, alongside the
residents who regularly report fly-tipping,” said
Deborah.

News in brief
• Site visit with the highway steward for the
council’s maintenance contractor, Kier,
assessing potholes and poor surfaces, including
Stoney Lane service road.
• Reported repeated missed bin collections in
Yew Tree Avenue and Bilton Grange Road;
• Pressing the council for a decision on the
future of the former Stechford Cascades site,
and to keep the area - vulnerable to travellers,
fly-tipping and graffiti – in good order;
• Visited the Stechford and Yardley North
neighbourhood policing team at Stechford
Police Station, and setting up quarterly
meetings;
• Joined resident Wendy Garvey for the launch
of her ‘Butterfly – For the Change of Life’ party
initiative, to help women talk openly – with
humour – about going through the menopause;
• Supported Fay Goodman, Chair of Yardley
Community Trust, and other residents
(pictured) in their campaign to save Barrows
Lane playing fields from being developed for
housing.

Residents can contact the council directly, online
to request litter-picking equipment at
cleanergreenerstreets@birmingham.gov.uk and
report fly-tipping at
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/flytipping.
The council’s Mobile Household Recycling Centre
also came to Bagshaw Road, Stechford (pictured),
and has since visited Bilton Grange Road (due
again on 1 March 2022, 7am – 12pm midday) and
Barrows Lane, in Yardley.

How to get in touch
with Deborah

Despite this temporary initiative by the council
and the great efforts by local residents, Deborah is
calling on the council to empty litter bins more
frequently and for greater enforcement of antilittering rules. Please support this campaign, by
signing the petition at birminghamlibdems.org.uk/
litter-2021

You can call on 0121 251 0861
(answerphone) or at the office on
0121 303 4204
You can email at
deborah.harries@birmingham.gov.uk
You can also contact her via Facebook
on the Yardley Liberal Democrats page
Monthly Advice Bureaus
2nd Wednesday, 7pm - 8pm
Stechford Leisure Centre, Station Road,
Stechford, B33 8QN
3rd Saturday, 10am – 11am
Digbeth in the Field United Reformed
Church, Moat Lane, Yardley, B26 1TW

