
PARENT ENGAGEMENT
[DECEMBER 2021]

WELCOME 
The end is in sight for Term 1 of 2021-
22 and where has that time gone?! It 
has absolutely flown by, but we have 
had a super time learning, engaging 
and welcoming people into our school 
community. What a team the Cockshut 
Hill community is! #NothingButTheBest

Let’s take a look at the past term and 
what we have been getting up to on 
the ‘Hill’ as we moved away from 
bubbles and back to more of a ‘norm’, 
even if we had the return of the mask!
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KEY DATES
Talent Show: 
Wednesday 15th December
Bake Sale: 
Warwick Hall - 15th December
Parent Forum: 
15th December (Virtual)

Half Term 3 begins: 
Tuesday 4th Jan 2022,8:30am
Y10 Parental Engagement event: 
Tuesday 11th Jan
Y11 Pre-Public Exams begin: 
Monday 24th Jan 
Year 9 Parents Evening: 
Tuesday 25th Jan
Trust Awards event: 
Monday 31st Jan (invitation)
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‘HAPPY NEW YEAR 2022’

WELCOME BACK
The week had arrived. Our students were returning to us, following their 
summer break whilst the Year 7’s joined us officially, for the first time 
after being denied the chance to participate in the usual July Transition 
Day programme. The return of trips also meant that our Year 7 Cultural 
Experience Days were able to take place! The excitement was incredible, 
the challenges real and the students met every single one. The feedback 
from the students was fantastic and the teamwork amongst them was 
superb as they supported each other when the going got tough! What a 
team Year 7 have shown themselves to be already. We certainly do have 
further Lewis Hamilton’s amongst us as well as Bear Grylls!
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PERFECT UNIFORM
The school Executive team re-introduced our expectations for all to work 
with and aim for, through our School Vision and Values, alongside 
the Cockshut Hill Way including the new behaviour policy and perfect 
uniform standards. We wish for ‘Nothing but the Best’ of all our students 
and staff. 
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VISITING OUR SCHOOL
We opened our school again, with much excitement, for Open Evenings 
and Open Morning events which had been virtual in the previous academic 
year. It was wonderful to see our prospective parents and students walking 
the corridors of Cockshut Hill School, seeing what we do, what we have 
to offer our students so that their child achieves the best outcomes in all 
areas of life, when they step through the doors of Cockshut Hill as a Year 
7 student. We look forward to welcoming them next year!

https://twitter.com/CockshutHillSch
https://www.instagram.com/cockshuthill/
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HOUSE COMPETITION
September saw the beginning of our House Competitions, with English and 
Maths competitions starting us off this year.  We know the competition will be 
fierce this year as we have moved from 6 to 4 houses and Mrs Phillips, Head 
of Maple very keen to replicate last year and come out House winners. But 
the other heads of house will be eager to stop Team Maple pipping them to 
the post, as happened last year. So much to play for, let’s see how the year 
pans out with various house competitions, English and Maths competitions 
and not forgetting the much-loved Bake Off and Sports Day!

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT GROWS
This term we really focused on building our community links and charity work as we welcomed the Rev. Susan Larkin 
and Canon Wendy Martin from St. Thomas’ on a tour of our school. We have always had good community links 
with St. Thomas but we don’t settle for good, we will achieve the best community links with church and others!
Ms Molloy hosted the annual MacMillan Coffee Morning for the staff at the school. Under her leadership and the 
generosity of the staff, the school raised over £200 for this worthy cause. 

OUR STUDENT LEADERSHIP TEAM
September welcomed committees outside of bubbles with our head students of Faie and Ahmed taking the lead. 
The Committee leads were the House Captains and Vice Captains who had been elected last year, showcasing one 
example of our Fundamental British Values.
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RAISE  The end is in sight 
for Term 1 of 2021-Mrs Turton, our 
CEIAG lead, took 30 year 11 students 
to University Birmingham to participate 
in the RAISE Achieve Conference. This 
was a massive opportunity for our 
students to see what university has to 
offer them, to go above and beyond as 
well as recognising how their GCSE’s 
are vitally important for their future 
aspirations. Seize the day – carpe 
diem!

https://twitter.com/CockshutHillSch
https://www.instagram.com/cockshuthill/
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LIVE EVENTS
We managed to have the first parental events of the year - the 
pleasure of welcoming Year 7 parents for the Settling Evening. 
It is so wonderful to be able to have face-to-face events again! 
Let’s hope the days of ‘Opps, I’m on mute’ are gone! Year 11 
parents also attended a parental engagement event hosted by Mr 
Bridges, Miss Sheerman and Mrs Dignum. This was a successful 
evening in signposting how parents can support their children with 
their studies, exams, revision as well as mental health awareness.

GUEST SPEAKERS
As part of our Aspire programme, we were very lucky to have 
a number of guest speakers during October to speak with our 
students about safety and the awareness of women’s rights. Miss 
Shortland and school link officer, PC Washington, spoke to our 
students in their House assemblies about the safer travel to and 
from school, highlighting any possible dangers and where to seek 
support and help. We also had the honour of our local MP Jess 
Phillips speaking to our Year 10 and Year 11 young ladies about 
their rights as women and speaking out, feeling empowered to 
challenge on sexual harassment and inequality. Her experience 
and passion inspired our young ladies to feel empowered to make 
a stand against the inequalities they may face. ITV Central came 
to film the event, highlighting these key messages to the whole 
community in our local area. We look forward to welcoming a 
guest speaker in the future for our Year 10 and Year 11 young 
men on the topic of women’s rights. Together, making a stand.

SUPER SAUNDERS
Our own super woman, Ms Saunders, ran the London Marathon 
for AMMF a bile duct cancer charity. What an inspiration to our 
students and staff as she raised so much money for a cause close 
to her heart. Well done Ms Saunders!

UCB ADA LOVELACE
Mrs Turton continued to develop our students’ personal 
development by taking 5 year 10 young ladies along to an 
inspirational Woman’s event at UCB. This event was the Ada 
Lovelace Day, the first woman computer scientist! Our young ladies 
were inspired by the information they received and hopefully will 
be looking to lead the way for women in science, technology, 
engineering and math careers of the future.

https://twitter.com/CockshutHillSch
https://www.instagram.com/cockshuthill/
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REMEMBRANCE
Remembrance Day allowed the students and staff of Cockshut Hill to 
pause for a moment and reflect on those in the various services who have 
sacrificed their lives, over the years. Our Head Students Faie and Ahmed, 
Mrs Pilkington and Mr O’Malley led the emotive broadcast service across 
our year groups, where every single member of our school community 
showed the up-most respect for the fallen. We were very privileged to 
welcome Oasis Hobmoor staff and students as well as flag bearers from 
Yardley Boys Brigade and Sheldon RAFA. This poignant event was made 
extra special as we met Jack, one of our student alumni members from the 
1940s who brought us a picture of the school’s very first football team. 

Faie and Subhaan were also invited, with Mr Bridges and Miss Ash, to 
participate in the Remembrance Service at St. Thomas’. This was also 
a very special moment for our students as well as our local church, 
honouring those who lost their lives in conflict over the centuries. 

ECO RADIO WM
Our very own eco-warriors, Subhaan and 
Bronson participated in a BBC West Midlands 
radio show with Rakeem Omar. These young men 
were sensational and spoke very knowledgeable 
about climate change, specifically relating to 
the COP26 Summit. The future leaders of our 
country! Other members of our school committees 
took a stand against Bullying and led the way 
for #OneKindWord, making posters and a video 
message to share with their school peers who any 
form of bullying has a detrimental impact on the 
wellbeing of others. As one phrased created from 
a Year 7 students – ‘make, not break’. Easy to 
make someone’s day by being kind!

LEA FOREST
Later in the month, Mr Bridges went on a 
tour of Lea Forest School Strengthening our 
community links through our primary schools, 
alumni and charity work continues as Cockshut 
Hill becomes the heart of the local community.

SOAR Back to school after half term 
break, with the House SOAR rewards assemblies. 
Well done to Maple House for being the most 
Ambitious, Smart and Organised House in half 
term 1. A massive well done to our Super Prize 
winners for half term 1 – R. Francis Year 11, C. 
Lumber Year 9 and A-L Webb Year 10. Well done 
to all other students who won an award too. Will 
your child be in the draw next half term? Following 
our SOAR expectations and attending every day, 
on time means your child has the chance to select 
a prize of their choice, if they are a lucky winner.

https://twitter.com/CockshutHillSch
https://www.instagram.com/cockshuthill/
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CRACKING CHRISTMAS This month began with the Kindness 
Advent Calendar, promoting how we can bring a smile to someone’s day in a small and simple way. There was 
also the Oak House Cracker competition across all years and the entries were amazing! Well done to all the 
students who took part in this competition and to Oak who came out in top spot with the winning entry making not 
one, but two, personalised crackers.

ROAD SAFETY 
Local councillor Debbie Harries paid our school a visit, 
as part of a road safety campaign, in light of recent 
incidents in the Yardley area. We are excited to have 
the chance to get involved in many projects on this 
vitally important topic over the coming months!

YARDLEY CHURCH
Showcasing our community spirit, our students, with the 
support of Mrs Pilkington, delivered a tree donation to 
St Edburgha’s as part of their Christmas festival. Our 
committees worked hard to make a lot of decorations, 
so many, they could not all fit in the car!

TALENT SHOW
The Talent Show, under the guidance of Miss Albutt, 
is back! One of the eagerly anticipated events in the 
Cockshut Hill calendar which will be filmed this year 
due to COVID unfortunately. We have a host of talent 
walking our corridors every single day but who will 
win, is yet to be seen.

ONE STOP
Huge thank you to local One Stop Store
Manager Leigh for £300.00 worth of food 
donations to our Food bank collections. 
These will be split between Green Lane 
Masjid and St Thomas Garretts Green 
#Community #Yardley #Birmingham

https://twitter.com/CockshutHillSch
https://www.instagram.com/cockshuthill/
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CHARITY SUPPORT FOR OUR 
COMMUNITY

Recent years have proved very hard for local people as well as those joining our country to escape the terror of 
life in their homelands. So, it is thanks to our committees including are Charity committee for pushing the need 
to raise funds for various charities over the past few months. Students sold poppies for Remembrance, with funds 
returned to the local British Legion, raising hundreds of pounds. Other events where the school has raised hundreds 
of pounds have also been through MacMillan Coffee Morning in September, World Aids Day and Christmas 
Jumper Day in December. Our community has been very generous in other ways too. Our students, parents and 
staff have brought in non-perishable items for local food banks at St. Thomas’ Church and Green Lane Masjid. 
Many thanks to all involved with the clothes appeal for Refuge Help as linked to St Chad’s, toy collection for 
Women of Hope (linked with Schools of Sanctuary) and the Migrant Help shoebox appeal – these will go a long 
way to helping migrants who have been forced from their homes to seek sanctuary elsewhere at Christmas. Our 
wonderful staff have also gone above and beyond with the English department leading the way with their reverse 
advent calendars! What a team! As a school, we are also looking to support local homeless charities through coat 
collections and fundraising via a cake sale. All of these donations will go a long way to support those within our 
local community who have struggled during the lockdown periods and we, as a school, are more than happy to 
support our locals. 

Cockshut Hill – you are wonderful at supporting those in times of need. We look forward to continuing to support 
local charities in the new year! #community

Due to the work our school has been doing in the local area, Mr Bridges and Mr O’Malley received an award 
from Green Lane Masjid at a Gala dinner in November, in recognition of the support the school is giving to the 
local community. This award is for every single person who is doing their part to make the lives of others easier. 
Well done to you all! #NothingButTheBest.

https://twitter.com/CockshutHillSch
https://www.instagram.com/cockshuthill/
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CHRISTMAS WELLBEING TIPS
Mental health doesn’t take time off at Christmas, and with all the added stresses that can come with the 
festive season it’s very important to care for your wellbeing. Follow our Christmas tips to support your 
wellbeing over the festive season.

Take notice
Have too much to do before Christmas? Often, we can be so focused on growing to do list that we forget to pay 
attention to what is happening now. Take notice of your surroundings – wrap up warm and pay attention to all the 
seasonal smells of freshly cut Christmas trees and logs burning on the fire.

Keep learning
Stuck for Christmas present ideas? Why not learn a new skill? It can not only improve your wellbeing but also make 
for exciting, personal Christmas presents. Save Santa’s elves a job or two!

Give to others
Feeling stressed this Christmas? Christmas can be a great time of year to do something for someone else. It doesn’t 
have to break the bank – something as simple as a smile or a ‘thank you’ can help with your own wellbeing as 
well as theirs.

Connect
Feel lonely this Christmas? Christmas can be a tough time of year. Talking to and interacting with the people 
around you, whether that be family, neighbours or a friendly ‘hello’ to the person standing in the queue behind 
you at the shops, may help. 

Keep your expectations of the festive period realistic
Many of us have a perfect vision of what the holidays should look like and we can be disappointed when they 
don’t live up to this. Remember, nobody has a perfect holiday or family, so don’t pressure yourself to live up to 
unrealistic standards! Just enjoy the precious time together, making happy memories.

Take some ‘me time’
The holidays can be an overwhelmingly social time, with gatherings of family, friends and colleagues. Don’t forget 
that you’re allowed to set aside some ‘me time’ as well, such as curling up to read a favourite book or watch a 
Christmas TV special.

Wishing you all a wonderful Christmas and a Happy New Year for 2022 from 
everyone at Cockshut Hill School! Stay safe.
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