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Welcome
Dear Parents and Carers
I hope you and your families are safe, well and looking forward to spending some more quality time together over the school
summer holidays.
This year has been so difficult for us all, from our staff, our students and their families and our community. Not just the
disruption to normal life but the emotional heartache so many of our families have endured. Our love, thoughts and best
wishes go out to all who have lost loved ones over this year.
In school this year we have learnt some new words and phrases; bubbles, lockdown, lateral flow, social distancing… to name
but a few! However, I have been so proud of students and staff alike who have shown such resilience to continue to work so
hard to fulfil our core purpose; to educate your children to the highest possible standards. I am sure, like me, you are looking
forward to September when ‘bubbles will have burst’ and we will be in the new normal. As ever, I will continue to communicate
with you on a regular basis in all changes of procedure. I am also looking forward to next year as we continue to develop and
improve as a school and below are a few changes to further improve our school to ensure your children achieve ‘Nothing But
The Best’ in all aspects of their education.
In September there is going to be a noticeable change to the expectations we have of your children. We want there to be no
grey areas and everything needs to be perfect. That way your child will make fantastic progress in their work and achieve
amazing GCSE examination results at the end of year 11. The main changes in our expectations are as follows;

• Period 5

I wrote to all parents and carers of our current year 10 students last week to share with them the exciting news that all year
11s next year will have a period 5, running throughout the week (except Tuesdays) up to 4pm. I am sure you will join me in
commending our excellent team of teachers who continue to go above and beyond to provide all of our children with these
life changing opportunities.

• Same Day Detentions

In September at Cockshut Hill we will have a same day detention for the small minority of children who don’t live up to our
shared high expectations. Sanctions always have more effect the more immediate they are, hence this slight amendment to
our existing policy. Same day detentions will be issued before 1:15pm. Where they are issued after 1:15pm, these will be
served the following day. This is our stance to support families and give notice. Our Behaviour Policy is attached.
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• Uniform

I always tell the children that they are our best ambassadors and looking professional is great for our school reputation but
also supports student attitudes; ‘if they look smart, they will act smart!’ ALL Children will be in PERFECT uniform from Day 1 to
Day 190. This also includes their PE kit. Our new uniform policy is also attached but the main points I’d like to highlight are:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Top button done up and the tie touches the top button
Five coloured stripes shown on key stage three ties and the school logo showing on key stage four ties.
Shirts are always tucked in
Black polishable shoes must be worn at all times
No sweatshirts or hoodies are allowed on school site. Children should wear a coat to and from school.
Students who wear skirts are now only permitted to wear pleated skirts.

Students are permitted to wear one small stud per ear; nose studs and other facial, body and/or additional piercings are
not permitted. If your child has an additional piercing that is not compliant with our policy then that item must be removed
when they return to school in September. We will not accept the excuse that it is a new piercing and therefore cannot be
removed. If your child wishes to have an additional piercing, I would strongly advise getting this done at the start of the school
holiday so that it can be removed in time for the new term
We will insist on perfect uniform; not nearly perfect but perfect!
We expect all students to wear their uniform neatly and with pride.
Students will not be allowed in circulation until they are in perfect uniform.

• Equipment

It is your child’s responsibility to be prepared for the school day and they must ensure they have all of the equipment listed. As we
always say to students, in the world of work you wouldn’t turn up without your equipment as you wouldn’t be able to do the
job! For example, an electrician wouldn’t forget their screwdriver. In the same way children must bring the equipment they
need in to school to do their job!
Students must bring the following to school every day:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A school bag, big enough for A4 documentation
Pen, pencil, ruler, sharpener, eraser
Highlighter(s)
Green pen
Reading book*
School planner
Scientific calculator –many are available but click here for the recommended one.

As a school we will provide all of the above, except the school bag, scientific calculator and a reading book*, on your child’s
first day with us in September 2021. From then on, if they lose of break any of the equipment they must purchase their own.
Good practice would always be to have a spare of all of the above. Equipment will be available for students to buy from our
SOAR Shop at main reception. We think it would be a great idea for you to add a small amount of money onto your child’s
account in the event of them needing a replacement part of their equipment during the day
As we are a cashless school and if you would like to take up this offer, we would suggest that you add £2.50 for replacement
stationery on to www.parentpay.com. This money will be used to cover items which have been taken from the SOAR shop
for your child. Any unused monies can be refunded to you at the end of the academic year. For an example of prices: a
complete pencil case would be £1, a replacement planner would also be £1 and pens, pencils, erasers, rulers will cost 10p.
For queries about your ParentPay account please contact the administration office.
*With regards to reading books
Every Year 7 student will be gifted a new reading book in September. The library will be open for all students to access books
on a daily basis but the expectation is that they arrive with their own book in September. It is essential that students read on
a daily basis to support their academic potential as well as supporting their well-being. All students were gifted books this
Summer term so they may wish to swap these or purchase new books as we approach the new academic year. Please continue
to support us with our continued efforts to improve literacy standards and life chances for our young people by ensuring they
read regularly and have daily access to books.
Students must have a full set of equipment every day. Those that aren’t will receive a detention.
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• Punctuality

All students must be in school for 8.30am every morning. That way they have time to get to their tutor room for an 8.40am
prompt start. Tutor rooms will be all around the school from September so they won’t be as close as they are now with respect
to the gate your child enters.
Children must be punctual to school and lessons. Those that aren’t will receive a detention.

• Attendance

When we return to school it’s going to be really important for students to attend every day. If a student is not in school, they
are not learning.
The key philosophy behind these points is that; if we don’t have to
waste time talking to your children about their behaviour, uniform,
equipment, punctuality or attendance, then we can spend all that
time on the important discussion around learning, progress and
achievements!

• Thursday 12th August:
GCSE Examination Results Day
Students will be able to collect their results from 9am in designated onehour time slots dependent on their surnames. If you do not want to come into school or cannot come into school, we will
post home the remaining results later that day, which will take between 2-3 working days to arrive. Alternatively, if your child
is unable to come into school they may receive their results electronically. Your child should send an email to our Exams
Manager to request this jenny.kavanagh@cockshuthill.org.uk
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• Your child’s Achievement Leaders

As you will be aware we have a dedicated team of middle leaders who work tirelessly with parents, carers and students to
ensure all students make exceptional progress. Achievement Leaders can be contacted via email at any time should you have
any concerns regarding your child’s progress. The year group each Achievement Leader will oversee
next academic
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Success stories from this year!
Although this has been a challenging year there have been so many successes and achievements to celebrate. Every
week we send you a copy of the Weekly Bulletins and I know many of you follow the school and staff on social
media where we celebrate staff and student achievements on a very regular basis. Ms. Croydon has also produced
our usual End of term Newsletter which celebrates lots of events that have happened this year which I’m sure you will
enjoy reading. I would like to highlight a few of the articles that I am very proud of;
SUMMIT LEARNING TRUST

Three Cockshut Hill schoolgirls have been praised for potentially saving a stranger’s life after a horror
fall left him unconscious and covered in blood.

‘We were also really proud of Aimee, Lilly
Friends Lilly Mole, Molly Smith and Aimee Cambridge - all aged 12 - witnessed the accident in Charlbury
and Molly who were featured all over the
Crescent, Yardley, when the man fell down steps outside his home and banged his head.
media last term for their quick thinking
The quick-thinking trio immediately raced to help the injured and blood-covered man and knocked the
house of neighbour Lisa Barrett to raise the alarm.
and bravery in saving a man’s life. They
He was taken to hospital following the accident just after 8am on Friday morning (April 23).
are an amazing credit to themselves, their
Lisa, 41, praised the girls as having ‘saved his life’ by immediately alerting her to the accident and asking
families and of course our school!’
her to dial 999.

‘Our students have been able to attend some
visits and experiences this year. A group of
our year 11 students are pictured here with
the Birmingham Lord Mayor, Lord Mayoress
and the Royal Navy to discuss career
opportunities for children in Birmingham.’

The mum-of-one told BirminghamLive: “They must have been very frightened and scared but the three of
them were brilliant.

Project Optimum

‘I was delighted to represent the school on
Good Morning Britain in the spring. Some
great publicity for our fantastic school!’
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‘We are all very
proud of year 10
student Amir who
this month played
for Warwickshire
second team against
Lancashire and
scored a century! For
a 15-year-old to play
against professional
adult cricketers
and dominate
is an amazing
achievement. I am
sure we will be
cheering Amir on for
many years to come!’
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• Your child’s Teachers

As ever at this time of year we have the sad task of saying goodbye to some members of staff who go on to new experiences.
They will all be missed by both our students and staff but we do of course thank them for their service to the school and wish
them well for their future career.
Ms. Singh, Ms Simpson and Ms. Williams (English)
Mr Musabayana (mathematics)
Mr Khan, Mr Spiers, Mr Underwood and Ms Mosely (science)
Ms Nadeem and Ms. Clarke (religious education)
Ms Rogers (geography)
Mr Croydon (physical education)
Mr Howell (design technology)
Mr Lumley (science and our senior team)
Special mention and a fond farewell to Ms Williams who has been at Cockshut Hill for over 35 years. Many parents and carers
remember her from when they were at the school!
I am delighted to welcome the following staff who will join us in September;
Ms. Anwar, Mr Atwell and Ms.Davidson (science)
Ms Topping (religious education)
Ms Chan (librarian)
We will also be interviewing for a pastoral intervention manager and a science technician before the end of term.
We have also had a few internal moves in staffing:
Mr March has also moved role from Pastoral Intervention Manager to become our school Counsellor
Ms Hagan is now our Head of Science & ICT
Ms Ash is our new Senior Lead for Behaviour and Attitudes
This will mean that again in a national climate of teacher and staff shortages we will be fully staffed in all curriculum and
support areas in September.

• Free School Meal students

Recipients of FSM will receive £60 in vouchers in the next few weeks, you will be sent an email so if your email address has
changed please inform our school office of this change as soon as possible. The credit vouchers will need to be converted
into supermarket vouchers by 30th September.
In addition, with the COVID situation any parents or carers of children who are isolating, who meet the outlined criteria can
claim a test and trace support payment of £500.
You might be able to get a payment of £500 if you’re on a low income and meet all these conditions:
• you’re employed or self-employed
• you, or a child you’re the parent or guardian of, have been told to self-isolate due to coronavirus (COVID-19)
• you cannot work from home and will lose income by self-isolating or staying at home to care for the child
• you need to claim within 42 days of you or the child’s first day of self-isolation. For full details please follow this link here.
New Free School Meal applications:
If any parents or carers situation has changed over the last 18 months and you feel you may be in a position to claim free
school meals, please follow this link here;

• Covid Updates

As I am sure you all are aware isolation rules are changing from 16th August for adults who have had both vaccines and
children under 18. The link to the full document is here.
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• Your child’s return to school in September 2021
Our planned return to school in September is as follows:
Date to arrive between 8am – 8.30am

Year group involved

Monday 6th September

New Year 7s and Year 11s in school

Tuesday 7th September

All Students in school

Students will have new entry gates from September, the reason for this is to allow us to provide even greater support and
standard checks for children as they enter the site and also to alleviate the congestion from Cockshut Hill at drop off and pick
up time.
Year Group

Enter from 8am – 8.30am

Leave from 3pm
Year 11 from 4pm

Year 7, 8 and 9 (KS3)

Gate 2 on Cockshut Hill

Gate 2, 3 or 7 whichever is best to
leave from

Year 10 and 11 (KS4)

Gate 7 on Billingsley Road
(year 9 currently use this)

Gate 2, 3 or 7 whichever is best to
leave from

• Home/ School Agreement

Attached to this letter is our new Home – School Agreement. This is an integral document to ensure all stakeholders in the
school are doing ‘their bit’ to ensure your child is successful at Cockshut Hill. Please spend some time over the summer going
through this document with your child. We will be sending a copy of this home in September and asking for a signed copy in
from all students and families.

• Dates for your diary

(subject to change – updates will always be on the school website)

Wednesday 21st July

Academic Year ends at 3pm

Thursday 2nd September

INSET Day – Staff ONLY

Friday 3rd September

INSET Day – Staff ONLY

Monday 6th and Tuesday 7th September

All students return to school (see above)

Thursday 16th September

Cockshut Hill Open Evening 6pm – 8pm
School will close at 1.15pm for all our students to allow for preparation

Monday 20th – Friday 24th September

Cockshut Hill Open Mornings 9.15am – 10.15am

Friday 22nd October

Half term ends at 3pm

Mon 25th Oct – Fri 29th Oct

Half Term Holiday

Monday 1st November

INSET Day – Staff ONLY

Tuesday 2nd November

All students return to school

Friday 26th November

INSET Day – Staff ONLY

Friday 17th December

Term ends at 3pm

Monday 20th December – Monday 3rd January Christmas Holiday
Tuesday 4th January 2022

Start of the Spring Term

I wish you all a safe and peaceful summer holiday and I look forward to seeing you all next term.
Yours sincerely
Jason Bridges - Principal
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