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Summer Term - July 2021

WELCOME
“Teachers have three loves: love of learning, love of learners, and the love of bringing
the first two loves together.” Scott Hayden

April

SAVE THE DATE
Summer Break – begins
Wednesday 21st July @ 3pm
Staggered return to school – from
6th September 2021

HEROES WEAR COCKSHUT UNIFORMS

When we think of heroes, we think of superpowers and capes! Not this time.
During the recent months we have had not one, but two stories our of wonderful
young people coming to the aid of local community members who were in
distress. Local community members contacted the school to shout the praise of
these wonderful and quick-thinking young people.
Firstly, three Year 8 students potentially saved a stranger’s life after a horror fall
left him unconscious and covered in blood outside his home. Our Year 8 heroes,
friends Lilly Mole, Molly Smith and Aimee Cambridge witnessed the accident
in Charlbury Crescent, Yardley, when the man fell down steps outside his home
and banged his head. Instead of walking on, this magnificent trio immediately
raced to help the injured and blood-covered man. Knowing that they could not
resolve the issue themselves, they knocked the door of a neighbour, Lisa Barrett,
to raise the alarm to ensure that the emergency services were contacted. The
gentleman was taken to hospital following the accident just after 8am on Friday
morning before school. Once they knew the gentleman was being attended,
they raced to school so that they were not late! Later they went to check, via the
neighbour that the gentleman was fine. The neighbour said, “They must have
been very frightened and scared but the three of them were brilliant.’

House Competition
Winners 2021
This year has to be the closest year of
all! Bake Off results left it all square
at the top between Maple and Yew.
As Year 9 Sports Day was placed on
hold, the Heads of House had to wait
until 13th July to find out who would
be the overall champion. Sports week
results had the deciding factor and
Yew came out on top, by only 20
points! Well done to all involved and
especially Maple and Yew
for keeping it all tight at the
top, all year. Miss Dowding
is set for 2021-22 and
retaining the title!

Secondly, the school received an email about two other students who had come
to the aid of an elderly gentleman who was stuck in a lift. The lady did not know
who the students were but was able to give a description about them students,
when she was contacted by the school. With a little be of investigation work,
Cockshut Hill staff discovered that the students were two Year 9 students, Demi
Bradley and Kai Barker. These two champions were signalled for a passer-by
to come and support them as they could hear an elderly gentleman in distress
as he was stuck in a lift and calling for help. They had already called the fire
brigade, as well as their parents, to get help for the distressed gentleman but
they were not happy to just wait around for the fire brigade to come but called
for this passer-by to see if he could help. He was astonished at the maturity and
sensible approach these two young people held. Cockshut was informed that
these two young people kept a look out for help as well as going back to see
how the distressed gentleman was, reassuring him to try and remain calm as
help was on its way. A short time later, the gentleman was realised from the lift
and hurried off before the pair could ask how it was, in person. The lady said
that the students ‘were polite and caring… as he’d been in there some time.’
These wonderful young people have received a special Governor’s Community
Award from Mr Beamish and Mrs Sloan, which has been more than welldeserved for their contributions to the local community.
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May
TRAINING AT ‘THE BLUES’

Mr Hargreaves, Year 11 Achievement Leader organised
an awesome afternoon for some Year 11 boys – the
opportunity of dreams, to go training at St. Andrews.
Here, not only did they get to train and play, but discuss
with members of the Birmingham City Football Community
the variety of careers available within football. The boys
were chatting about this experience for weeks!

COCKSHUT MEETS THE LORD MAYOR

A group of Year 11 students had afternoon tea with the
Lord Mayor, Lady Mayoress, the Royal Navy, the Royal
Marines and our own pastoral royalty, Mr Snook and
Miss King. What an opportunity for our students to make
links and discuss their own career aspirations as well as
being aware of the opportunities within the local council
and the various aspects of the military. The Lord Major,
the Royal Navy and marines were very complimentary of
our students who were very articulate and professional.
Our students are ‘Nothing But the Best!’.

HEAD STUDENTS CHANGE IN POWER

As the year progressed, it was getting closer to say
farewell and best wishes to our fantastic Year 11 Head
Students, Elysha and Nikisha, who had served the school
very well throughout their 5-year journey, as well as this
year as Head Students. Applications flew out and the
short list was created. Year 9 and Year 10 students were
called for interview, with Elysha and Nikisha playing
a key role as interviewers with Mr Bridges and Mrs
Croydon. After some discussion, a unanimous decision
was made and the new Head Students were announced,
Faie and Ahmed. Elysha and Nikiska were given the task
to inform them of their success and hand the mantle over
for the rest of this academic year, and into next year.

June
June began with a group of Year 10 boys planning a
charity event as part of the Great Get Together in
commemoration of Jo Cox, a member of parliament
whose life was cut short due to her views on the need
to positively celebrate the diversity of Britain. The boys
from C and H band had decided that, with sporting
restrictions lifting a little, that they wanted to play a game
of football as football unites everyone. Their idea was to
raise money for a charity which celebrates the differences
between individuals and across cultural backgrounds.
Ahead of the game, M. Zainadin was persistent in his
drive to raise funds and he managed to raise £130 for
the Jo Cox Foundation. The initial game was postponed
due to unforeseen circumstances but the following week
the match began. What a match! Competitive and serious
throughout, with the C band team just getting the better
of H band. Now H band are demanding a rematch! Very
proud of these young people using their initiative in a
positive way for the benefit of others.
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POETRY WORKSHOP – REFUGEE WEEK
Refugee week came upon us and as school, we wanted
to continue to promote those less fortunate and educate
our community about the power of helping people struck
by trauma, who have no choice but to leave their homes
and move to other countries, full of the unknown. A select
group of year 7 and year 8 took part in a poetry workshop
with Vanity Arif, someone who works closely with Schools
of Sanctuary as has links with refugee families and their
plight. Through this workshop, she taught our students
the emotional aspects more fully as students displayed
this empathy through poetry. All students were fully
engaged in this workshop and entries were placed into
the competition. Year 7 even had the luxury of a visit from
Barbara Forbes, Schools of Sanctuary for Birmingham, as
she presented awards to the winners within Cockshut Hill.
Well done to all involved. Those poems were certainly
incredible!

HOUSE ANNOUNCEMENT
Due to the changing nature of our intake over the past
few years, as well as staffing changes, the decision was
made to review the House system. With the current
houses all having differing numbers of students and Years
7 and 8 not really having had the opportunity to feel the
true sense of House community due to the bubbles, the
announcement was made to school community that from
September there will be four houses – Alder, Maple, Oak
and Yew. The whole system would be revamped to ensure
that each house had a fair distribution of students and
create a whole new meaning to competition! With this
year being the last year for 6, the months of June and July
would prove to be entertaining for the Houses!

STRENGTHENING COMMUNITY LINKS
AND CELEBRATING LOCAL DIVERSITY
As a school with over 35 different nationalities and
different religious and cultural backgrounds, Cockshut Hill
is strengthening our community links with the local area.
Throughout the pandemic the community of Cockshut Hill
have been raising funds, collecting food and sending
parcels to those less fortunate within our local area and
further afield as well as building connections with the
local religious leaders and councillors.

As soon as it was possible to, Mr Bridges invited the
leaders of Green Lane Masjid and Mr Neil Eustace into
Cockshut Hill for their tours of the school and to speak
with our Head Students and other members of the Student
Leadership team. From this, Mr Bridge and Ms Sheerman
relished the opportunity to visit Green Lane. We have
also developed connections with Green Lane about other
topical issues via Mrs Shepperson. This is something we
will continue to do, to work together, to build a safer
and more tolerant society. Dates are in the diary for local
Anglican leaders to come and visit us. Mr Neil Eustace
also took the opportunity to visit and see who our school
is making continued progress. This is the first visit of many,
we hope! Cockshut Hill looks forward to continuing to
work with all of these leaders in the coming months.
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July
SPORTS WEEK – IT RETURNED!

After the massive disappointment that we did not have
our wonderful Sports Day last year, the most anticipated
date in the Cockshut Hill calendar, Mr Coniff delighted
the students AND staff with the news that we would have
this event this year, across a week due to the bubbles and
restrictions. From that announcement it was GAME ON
as the houses eagerly created the lists of students who
volunteered to take part in a variety of sporting events
such as rounders, 100m and 800m! Well done to Alder
who won Sports Week – the competition was so close in
points throughout the various days! What an event! Roll
on next year!

YEAR 10 VIRTUAL WORK EXPERIENCE
On Monday 5th July, Year 10 students participated in
a Virtual Live Work Experience Day. The world of work
is changing at a fast pace and Cockshut Hill, under the
excellent leadership of Mrs Michelle Turton (Careers
Leader) want to prepare students for jobs in the future.
Part of the experience is realising the different job roles,
differing levels of responsibility and a different approach.
We also wanted this to be an opportunity to think about
future possibilities - to think about industry sectors they
may be interested in or the reverse.
Students were able to develop a whole host of
employability skills and demonstrate these skills
throughout the day. Reinforcing essential skills needed
for young people to succeed in life.
Mrs Turton also organised various other virtual sessions
with Newman College and Solihull Sixth Form. These
have helped students to gain a better insight to the
opportunities that are available in post-16 and beyond.
Well done to Mrs Turton on the smooth planning and
organisation of these series of virtual events.

BAKE OFF
CRICKET SUCCESS
This is the Khan brothers taking the cricketing world by
storm! Hamza and Amir are currently in full batting mode
for cricket this season. At the age of 12, Hamza has been
playing for Warwickshire county and has managed to get
74 against adults. He is currently taking part in a county
tournament and will be throughout the summer. Big brother
Amir, at the age of 15, has struck 100 in a recent match for
Warwickshire Second XI against
Lancashire, with the Bears going
on to win the match. Fifteen years
old and playing against adults!
What a true talent these boys are.
Well done from all at Cockshut
Hill School. Our Cockshut Hill
community cannot wait to cheer
them on for their future. I am sure
we will see them playing for their
country in the not-to-distant future!
#amazing #BrothersKhan

#LifeorKnife

The West Midlands Police force have launched a campaign
warning parents to be vigilant with their child
due to the concern the WMP have over
grooming of teenagers in relation to drug
crimes. The Eyes Open campaign will run for
a month across social media and uses real
life accounts from teenagers as young as 15
who’d been lured into dealing drugs.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xllAkHfRRzQ

The anticipated Bake Off was back to add to the House
competitions. This year, the groups involved were only
Years 7 and 8 due to their limited capacity to get into
the food room and get baking. To say they were excited
is an understatement! The theme was the Euros, and it
was a close call! Judge Bridges was called upon to place
each cake. The overall winning house was Yew, much to
Miss Dowding’s delight! Well done to all our junior chefs!

YEAR 11 LEAVERS’ – CLASS OF 2021

It was with regret that the decision had to be made –
the Year 11 Prom could not happen due to the roadmap
extension. But the staff at Cockshut Hill were not going
to let this get in the way of celebrating the end of year
for Year 11. On the afternoon of Monday 19th July,
our Year 11 students will be joining us for the leavers’
assembly. Looking forward to seeing them all dressed up
and ready to enjoy their last day as Cockshut Hill, class
of 2021!

Have a lovely Summer break and ensure you all manage to get some time to relax and
unwind. Do stay safe and we will see you in September for a new academic year.
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