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• Assessments and Data tracking - with the recent lockdown, Year 7 and 8 AP assessments continued as planned 
per the assessment calendar and have now been completed. This included work during the lockdown as well as 
previously and the lockdown work was revisited when students returned to us. Year 10 have just finished their 
first set of Pre-Public Examinations (PPEs) as these had to be postponed due to the lockdown. Year 11 have just 
finished their assessments and in half term 6, after Whitsun, Year 9 will have their AP assessments with the 
potential of completing the Core subject assessments in the exam halls, so they have a better understanding of 
the processes of GCSE. When teachers complete the marking of all assessments, the information is collated in a 
Quality Level Assurance as well as on Arbor. Staff analyse the data for their classes and create a re-teach lesson 
and whole class feedback. The students will complete tasks assigned to them based on their areas to improve 
upon. Through such reteach and all subsequent lessons over the weeks and months ahead, students will be able 
to build upon and continually improve over time. We would encourage parents of Years 9 and 10 to really 
communicate with their son or daughter how imperative it is that they really start their GCSE's with a drive to 
succeed and continue this, as the past few years have been stressful for students given the uncertainty over 
examinations and grading. The more effort and positive attitude towards GCSE, the better the base evidence 
will be should we have another lockdown.  

• Homework - due to guidance, homework is completed on teams and will continue to develop throughout half 
term 6, especially in light of the information from the various assessments. We are not able to give paperwork 
home at present. 

• Literacy and interventions - we have some students who arrive to our school with English as an additional 
language and/or a reading age that is not chronological to their age. The government expects students to be in 
line, reading age wise, with their age when taking their GCSE's. In order to ensure we give our students the best 
opportunity to achieve this, we have a superb team of staff under the guidance of Miss Keane and Miss Betts 
who are driving continued improvements in literacy. This means that students are receiving additional support 
with their English and literacy so they can make the expected progress. We also read twice weekly in form time 
and actively encourage our parents to have their children completing accelerated reading at home. This can be 
accessed via a devise like mobile or laptop (https://ukhosted101.renlearn.co.uk/1894885/). Students know 
their login as they use these in school. It will help students to make even better progress. Literacy and numeracy 
are also mentioned on our weekly bulletin so we can show their importance. Students who need support like 
this in their core subject receive this additional support over a period of time. 

• Knife crime - we are working closely with the West Midlands police force and the local police including PC 
Washington and his team. Since lockdown in 2020, the police force have evidence of a rise in under-25 violent 
crime including knife crime. We want to work in partnership to educate our students about making better 
choices as such violent crime can include county lines, gang related incidents and knife crime. This is a global 
issue and is in cities and towns. We need to ensure all of our students are aware of the consequences of such 
involvement with such crimes for themselves, their future, their families and any possible victims. We will be 
running a programme for a week after half term about the issues around knife crime and will be working with 
PC Washington and his team. Information will go out to parents before half term so parents can have 
conversations. We will also signpost information for parents as well as looking to run sessions for parents, 
should they wish. We do welcome parental involvement in what they would like for us to do to support the 
whole community. We are also now working with Green Lane Masjid, whose members visited us yesterday and 
are happy to work with us to build upon the knife crime work they undertook at Green Lane in March 2019, as 
well as food banks etc. 
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• Israeli/Palestinian Conflict - we want to ensure that our students can make informed decisions about the 
current events which are ongoing. We have had some students make some comments or look to raise funds. As 
a school, we cannot have any political affiliations so we need to ensure our students can make their own 
informed and rational decisions. Therefore, over the coming days we will be holding a series of sessions and 
lessons which will educate our students about the whole context of the conflict. Year 9 will be studying the 
conflict as part of the History curriculum, but we need to inform our students immediately. We also encourage 
our students not to take any sides. 

• A form of 'norm' - as the roadmap moves, we are looking to see where we can make aspects of our school more 
normal. Hopefully, we will be able to hold our much-loved Bake-Off competition and also Sports Day in July. 
These are event which our students love! We also have plans to hold our Year 11 Prom but will make 
alternatives to ensure Year 11 get a leavers event should the prom not be allowed due to guidance. We are 
looking to host transition day and summer school for our prospective year 7's. 

 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

Cockshut Hill School 
Arlene Croydon – Assistant Principal 

 


