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Welcome
Dear Parents and Carers

I would like to thank you all for your continued support in 
this most difficult of times. The transition back to school life 
has been difficult for both staff and our children but having 
the support from our families has made such a difference. 
I hope that over the summer term we see more of a return to 
‘normal’. Including possibly sometime in the future, we will 
be able to ‘Burst our Bubbles’ to enable staff and students 
to access their specialist teaching areas which will further 
support their learning. We must however follow government 
guidance, so will only do this when permitted and when it’s 
safe to do so. 

I hope you enjoy the Newsletter that Ms Croydon has 
attached, it’s a really interesting read and great we have 
done so much in a global pandemic!
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SOAR
Smart, Organised, Ambitious & Respectful
As you will know these are our School Values, by following 
these in a positive way we will fulfil our school Vision, which 
you will see on the last page of this letter. I thought it would 
be good to give you a couple of examples of each of our 
Values which you will be able to continue to ensure your 
child follows;

Smart – Children should have a full school uniform. 98.2% 
of students in a recent spot check were perfect! A couple of 
common mistakes from a small minority were; their shirts 
were un-tucked, shoes or blazers were in their bags or 
hoodies/sweatshirts were being brought in as coats. Our full 
school uniform guide is available here for your reference.
Why is this Value important? – It’s a great life skill to dress 
professionally for the role you do. Students should be proud 
of the school they go to and should therefore wear the 
uniform with pride. Our students are also representing the 
school so should be positive professional ambassadors. 
Organised – Children should have their equipment on 
them at all times. The vast majority of our students attend 
school with a bag, their planner, a reading book and a 
fully equipped pencil case. We give them most of this at 
the start of the year to support this happening. Although 
we give children a printed timetable out on a regular basis, 
we occasionally have a minority of children say they do not 
have their timetable! Just a reminder to parents that you 
can access your child’s timetable via the Arbor App under 
calendar. Your child can then copy it into their planner.
Why is this Value important? – Children cannot fulfil their 
academic potential if they are not organised and do not 
have all their equipment. A carpenter would not turn up to 
a job without a hammer!
Ambitious – Children should try their hardest in every 
lesson, this is the only way they can achieve their academic 
potential. They should strive to exceed any targets. 
Homework and revision should be a habit. 
Why is this Value important? – Attitudes last forever, those 
that try their hardest now, will continue with this work ethic 
into their chosen careers. 
Respectful – Children should say hello to other members of 
the school community, they should welcome visitors when 
they see them, they should hold the door open for each 
other, they should look after our site – not drop litter or 
damage school equipment. All of this has improved a great 
deal in recent years

Why is this Value important? - For all societies to succeed 
there has to be a large degree of mutual respect. Again 
this is a life skill which enables our students to contribute 
positively to their communities and society in the future.

continued...

Alumni Opportunity
We are looking to use the experiences and successes of 
our past students to help raise aspirations of our current 
children. So if you are a former student of Cockshut Hill 
School or know of any former students who have gone onto 
great things, please do get in touch. 

news@cockshuthill.org.uk
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x5Es4_mLYVo&list=PL6qDpqSqmCEl80z2EQaWqp_WMQbJaxW-y
https://www.cockshuthill.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Behaviour-Guide-2020-21.pdf
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CELEBRATIONS of our FANTASTIC School
I want to keep reminding students and their families of the continued improvement in the school. When I arrived in September 
2016 Cockshut Hill was a very different school. When I wrote to you in December I listed the many ways in which our school 
had improved. Below I have shared some quotes from a variety of parents and carers who have written in, rung up or 
completed surveys for us on their feelings about the school:

  

  

  
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Parent/Carer 2
‘You guys really are the frontline, you're 

juggling caring for students, keeping 
everyone safe, keeping your own families 

safe, you turn up to work, you work from 
home, and you're home schooling your 

own children. Communication from all 
staff has been amazing’

  

  

  
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Parent/Carer 1
‘I have found the school to be absolutely 

fantastic throughout. Can’t fault anything. 
Great communication and support. Huge 

thank you. I like receiving the credit emails 
for lessons. It allows me to see my child is 

still applying herself despite being stuck 
at home.’

  

  

  
 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Parent/Carer 3
‘I would like to say that I am really 

pleased with how the school have been 
supporting my daughter’s remote 
learning. I would like to thank the 

staff of Cockshut Hill for their ongoing 
hard work because I appreciate that it 

is not easy.’

  

  

  
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Parent/Carer 4
‘I think I can honestly say Cockshut Hill has been 

absolutely amazing, I am so proud to say my daughters 
go to Cockshut Hill. I’ve spoken to my sister about her 

children’s school and they are receiving worksheets with 
no teachers help and little calls. This time round X is 
really keen to get online of a morning to make sure 

she’s set up and doing her online learning. Teachers 
are so proactive and actually there to teach with the 

live lessons and answer all questions’ 

  

  

  
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Parent/Carer 5
‘My opinion on the management of 

the school is that it’s excellent. The school 
and staff have been working so hard on our 
children’s education and safety at this time 
in a pandemic. I think the school is really 
improving, it did have a bad reputation. 

Now with the new Head and staff around 
it the school is heading in the right 

direction.’

Parent
Voice

thank you
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https://www.cockshuthill.org.uk/parent-voice/
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Attendance
Now that we are on the journey back to ‘normal’ school, 
attendance is vital to the success of your child’s education. If 
they are not in school, they are not learning!

 

Contact Details
I would like to remind all parents and carers that having 
your up to date contact details is really important. Obviously 
in the case of an emergency, being able to contact you is 
vital. We also contact via email and telephone students’ 
parents/carers on a regular basis now with information and 
positive comments. You and your child could be missing out 
on important information if we are unaware of the changes. 
So could I ask that you inform us of any change of details as 
soon as possible. enquiry@cockshuthill.org.uk

School Site Safety and Parking
Due to the location of our school being in a residential 
area, parking spaces around our school site are at a 
premium.  Unfortunately, we have received complaints from 
our neighbours concerning inconsiderate driving; blocking 
driveways and double parking.  Your child may have said 
that we have had an increase in Police presence over the last 
few weeks at drop off and pick up times due to this. We are 
also very concerned about the safety of our students and ask 
that you do not drive into our car parks at the start and end 
of the school day. 

We do ask that you park with care and consideration for 
pedestrians and our neighbours when parking around the 
school vicinity and please observe all driving and parking 
regulations for the area.

Please Park 
& Stride P

Anti-Discrimination & 
Diversity Group
Along with all our other Summit Learning 
Trust schools and our college, Cockshut 
Hill has formed its own Diversity and Anti-
Discrimination Group led by Ms Thomas 
and Ms Williams (below). They have already led on a number 
of initiatives, including the Cultural Calendar you will see at 
the end of this newsletter. 

The philosophy for these groups is best 
explained by our CEO, Cathy Anwar who 
recently wrote to staff about this area; 
‘Our first strapline, ‘Strength through 
Diversity’ has been in place for almost 
4 years now, and over that time we’ve 
seen a significant and positive shift in the 
diverse representation of our leaders and staff. And this 
is so important! Seeing ‘someone who looks like me’ in a 
leadership role inspires people of different backgrounds to 
recognise their own potential, and reassures them that their 
world view will be deeply understood and considered. 

This is the case for our superb staff, and also for our wonderful 
children and young people. They are the custodians of the 
future; we have an absolute duty to ensure every one of 
them is able to thrive and have a successful future. We also, 
as teams who work in education, have a wider responsibility 
to society. We need the knowledge and courage to challenge 
opinions or behaviours that show discrimination. We must 
be allies for those who may be subject to discrimination. We 
have to model an inclusive and open approach publicly and 
bravely.’

If you have any thoughts on this group or would like to be 
involved in some way, please let us know. 
enquiry@cockshuthill.org.uk

A positive COVID-19 Test result 
during the holiday.
Please can we ask parents/carers to report any positive 
COVID-19 test result for their child by emailing:

carrie.harris@cockshuthill.org.uk
This email is monitored throughout the holiday, enabling us 
to act promptly in the event of any cases reported.

https://www.cockshuthill.org.uk/attendance/
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Project Optimum
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Our Mission Statement is; 
‘Nothing But The Best’

SMART  
ORGANISED  
AMBITIOUS  
RESPECTFUL 

Happy and healthy students and staff.
Positive professional relationships at all levels.
The highest quality provision for all students with the finest 
quality staff.
Students develop as professional, articulate and employable 
citizens.
Students have positive and inspiring experiences during their 
time at the school.
Students achieve their academic potential; staff achieve their 
professional potential.

OUR VISION 

OUR VALUES

Our culture is what you see and feel as you walk around our school. It brings 
together the vision, values and our mission statement which are the norms and 

habits of how all members of our school act around our school; 
it’s just ‘The Cockshut Hill Way’.

The Mathematician 
Achievement Wall 8.indd   5 10/01/2020   16:41
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THE COCKSHUT HILL WAY

OS R
SMART ORGANISED AMBITIOUS RESPECTFUL

Wednesday 31st April
End of term – Students dismissed 
at 3.00pm

Thursday 1st April INSET Day for staff only

Fri 2nd April – 
Fri 16th April

Easter Holiday

Monday 19th April All students return to school

Monday 3rd May
Bank Holiday – school closed for 
the day.

Friday 28th May 
End of half term - 
Students dismissed at 3.00pm

Mon 31st May – 
Fri 4th June

Half Term Holiday

Monday 7th June All students return to school

Wednesday 21st July End of the academic year

Dates for your Diary

Cultural Calendar - from our Anti-Discrimination & Diversity Group

I wish you all a peaceful Easter Holiday. I look forward to 
seeing you all next term.

Yours sincerely

Jason Bridges - Principal                                 

Email: jason.bridges@cockshuthill.org.uk   
Twitter: @JBridgesCHS
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APRIL
Date Celebration

2/4/2021 Good Friday 

4/4/2021 Easter Sunday 

8/4/2021 International Romani Day

12/4/2021 Ramadhan 2021 Begins 
(subject to moon sighting)

17/4/21 Evacuation Day (Syria)

21/04/21 
Vaisakhi (to celebrate 

the founding of the Sikh 
religion)

23/04/21 St George's Day 

MAY
Date Celebration

1/5/2021 International Workers Day

8/5/2021 Layalatul Qadar - 
Night of Decree

13/05/21 Eid Ul Fitr 
(subject to moon sighting)

August
Date Celebration

9/8/2021 1st of Muhurram (start of Islamic 
Calendar) (10 days of fasts)

15/08/21 Indian Independence Day 

18/08/21 Ashura (Parting of Red Sea/
Martydom of Husayn RA)

23/08/21 Black Ribbon Day

July
Date Celebration

1/7/2021 Independence Day (Somalia)

19/07/21 Day of Arafah (subject to 10 
days of Hajj and moon sighting)

20/07/21 Eid Ul Adha (subject to 10 days 
of Hajj and moon sighting)

23/07/21 Revolution Day (Egypt)

September
Date Celebration

15/09/21 Yom Kippur (1 day)

October
Date Celebration

19/10/21 Independence Day 
(Afghanistan)

19/10/21
Mawlid (Some muslims celebrate 
the birth of Prohet Muhammad 

pbuh)

November
Date Celebration

5/11/2021 Bonfire night

11/11/2021 Remembrance Day

19/11/21 International Men's Day

December
Date Celebration

1/12/2021 Great Union Day (Romania)

25/12/2021 Christmas Day

26/12/21 Kwanzaa (6 days)

Celebrating events...

‘Strength Through Diversity’

https://www.cockshuthill.org.uk/our-mission/

