
Thus, a new year started, and the anticipation of wishing our school community 
a ‘Happy 2021’ had to occur over Teams as new guidance from the government 
stated that the majority of students needed to remain at home and begin a 
period of remote learning. A flurry of activity got under way as the staff, 
students and parents quickly got to grips with this form of teaching. Students 
got used to using this at home, getting 
involved in ‘chat’ question and answer 
sessions with their teachers, reading 
aloud to their class groups over teams 
and completing their ‘classwork’ 
via assignments. The staff further 
developed their use of technology 
to find more and more engaging 
and interactive ways to support our 
students in their learning. Ms Hagan, 
our very own EdTech specialist, leading from the front!

In January alone, Cockshut Hill School managed to supply over 400 families 
with a laptop to ensure that all students could do their schoolwork online, whilst 
the number of students who were welcomed to attend school increased week-on-
week. School was very much open! This was the subject of the visit to Cockshut 
Hill School on the morning of Tuesday 26th January as we welcomed ‘Good 
Morning Britain’. The topic for discussion was the great debate about whether 
schools should ‘reopen’ to students due to the concerns from various about 
gaps in education and the struggles of parents coping with the demands of 
remote learning themselves. Cockshut Hill School was very much open to all of 
our students during this period, in whatever capacity for each student. Remote 
lessons were happening every day. Engagement by students meant that students 
did not have the gaps perceived. Mr Bridges was clear and spoke for all school 
leaders  – we miss out students and we can’t wait to welcome them back but 
only when it was safe.

WELCOME
‘Teaching is above all else a self-giving vocation that is concerned with the welfare 

and development of pupils’ (J. Arthur et al). 

The past few months of blended learning has shown this is true, not just of the 
teachers but all the staff involved in the education and welfare of our young 
people, as well as the parents who got involved at home. The Cockshut Hill 
community was certainly there for one another as we started a New Year in a 
way that we had not wished to repeat but was absolutely vital.
#NothingButTheBest Let’s take a look at the past term and what we have been 
doing on the ‘Hill’ as everyone adjusted to remote learning.

SAVE THE DATE 

Staff Inset (closed to students) 
Thursday 1st April 

Term 5 starts 
Monday 19th April @ 8:40am

Beech House competition
w/c 19th April

Year 10 Pre-Public Examinations 
begin 26th April 

Year 10 Parents’ Evening
May 2021
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Spring Term - March 2021

HOUSE COMPETITION
JANUARY

Being remote did not stop Mrs Phillips 
and the Maple House Competition 
being launched. The competition 
really put the students under pressure 
get creative and reflect on the Year 
2020 and their perspective on a 
‘strange’ year. Elm house took the top 
spot, with much celebration from Mrs 
Rogers!

The competitive nature continued 
with Maths and Mr Saeed promoting 
Hegarty Maths to our students. 
Key Stage 4 led the way over the 
Christmas break by a whooping 
167 hours of maths. As the eagle 
eye of Mr Saeed kept watch on the 
statistics, the anticipation amongst 
the Achievement Leaders was there 
as they couldn’t wait to see who 
would come out on top spot, the 
next time around! Well done to our 
mathematicians! #smashedit

GOOD MORNING BRITAIN

SUMMIT LEARNING TRUST
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Our students love a competition! We were asked to 
participate in a ‘Art of Welcome’. One of our Year 9 
students (Elm House) created an example of roots and 
growth to express how people grow and mature into 
something strong but welcoming. This piece was also 
shared across Birmingham in the’ Schools of Sanctuary’ 
March newsletter.
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FEBRUARY
Mrs Turton, our Careers lead, also managed to acquire 
the school more laptops through DHL and Teach First! 
These laptops will help the students of Cockshut Hill for 
many years. We also had a plethora of fantastic work 
of our wonderful students as they continued to engage 
in remote learning. The resilience of our students has 
been incredible and their dedication to their studies was 
evident #proud #SOAR

One of the local residents was due to celebrate a big 
birthday. Cockshut Hill wanted to support this lady and 
help make her birthday one to remember. It is not every 
day that a local resident turns 100! What experiences she 
could share! We took great pleasure in wishing Lillian a 
‘Happy Birthday’

MARCH
The snowdrops came out and the daffodils started to 
appear, along with the super news that our students 
would be coming back to us from the 8th March. There 
was a ‘spring’ certainly in all of our steps to welcome 
everyone back. #Youvebeenmissed 

The start of March was also about our prospective 
students who would be joining us in September 2021. 
Welcome to all – we cannot wait to meet you in the 
transition programme! #JoinUs

The lockdown sadly meant the staff could not get dressed 
up in their normal World Book Day attire to share their 
passion for reading. But that was not going to stop us! 
Under the direction of our literacy lead, Miss Betts, as 
well as support from Mr Southerton and Mr Neary, staff 
became ‘The Masked Readers’. Throughout the week, 
and especially on World Book Day, recordings of robots, 
fish and samurai’s, to name but a few, were shared 
with our students as the disguised voices read snippets 
from their favourite books such as Lord of the Rings or 
Catch-22. Not only did the students enjoy the readings 
but the guesses were somewhat hysterical!

https://www.cockshuthill.org.uk/2021/03/01/masked-reader/
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International Women’s Day was celebrated too. The 
Year 10 and Year 11 girls were given an opportunity 
to virtually meet Katie Piper, an inspirational speaker, 
charity campaigner, author and broadcaster. Ms Piper 
had survived an acid attack in 2008 and went on to 
share her story in a BAFTA -nominated film as well as 
creating the Katie Piper Foundation to help and support 
other burns and domestic abuse survivors. The feedback 
received from her session on finding strength through 
adversity was breath-taking. Thanks to Mrs Turton for 
sourcing this opportunity for our students. #inspirational

KATIE PIPER
Virtual parental events continued with Year 11 Parents 
in February and Year 9 Parents and Options Evening in 
March. These events received positive feedback from 
our parents who enjoyed the flexibility of the meetings.  
We also ensured that all stakeholder voice was heard 
with respect to Remote Learning and Public Relations 
surveys. The feedback was overwhelming positive, and 
we thank you for all your kind comments as to how we 
are continuing to support your children. Please do take 
a look at the website for the Frequently Asked Question 
guides.

‘The teachers support us and tell what is happening with 
the GCSEs and the governments decisions. It is enjoyable to 
talk to the teachers and other students via the chat box.’

‘My teachers have been very supportive and positive. I 
always know how to ask for help and their feedback on my 

assignments helps me to improve.’

‘My opinion is excellent! The school management and staff 
who have been working on our children’s school education 

programme and safety in this time of a pandemic!’

‘Communication between school and parents are very good 
regular updates on what happening and upcoming events 
teachers are also very good to reply to emails regarding 

any concerns parents have.’

PARENT VOICE

Early help is any intervention that tackles challenging 
circumstances early enough to prevent them from 
escalating. Early Help Teams work with various agencies, 
including schools like Cockshut Hill, using a multi 
professional approach to support children, young people 
and families.
 
The staff at Cockshut Hill will do the best we can to 
support all our families, both now and in the future. We 
are always here to help.

SEE FULL INFORMATION 
ON THE NEXT PAGE

Early Help for Families

The West Midlands Police force have launched a 
campaign warning parents to be vigilant 
with their child due to the concern the 
WMP have over grooming of teenagers 
in relation to drug crimes. The Eyes 
Open campaign will run for a month 
across social media and uses real life 
accounts from teenagers as young as 15 
who’d been lured into dealing drugs.

‘EYES OPEN’ CAMPAIGN

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xllAkHfRRzQ 

Have a lovely Easter break and ensure you all manage to get some time to relax and unwind. 
See you in Half-Term 5!

https://www.cockshuthill.org.uk/parent-voice/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xllAkHfRRzQ 
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WHAT IS EARLY HELP?

Early help is any intervention that tackles
challenging circumstances early enough
to prevent them from escalating. Early
Help Teams work with various agencies
using a multi professional approach to
support children, young people and
families.

Contact Early Help Teams in your locality,
details are on page 2 

My Early Help Team contact details
are:

    .......................................................

...........................................................

WHAT WILL HAPPEN
WITH MY INFORMATION
IF I DECIDE TO GET
HELP? EARLY HELP

FOR PARENTS
AND FAMILIES

Designed and produced by the
East  Birmingham Local i ty  Teams

Your consent is important, we do not
share your information without your
permission. You will always be kept
informed about what we are doing and
where your information will be stored.
You can let us know if you would like to
share your information with other
agencies.

MENTAL HEALTHEARLY HELP TEAMS IN
YOUR LOCALITY If you or the child you know is in immediate

danger please call 999
 
If you want to report an incident call 101 or
choose the live chat option after following
the link: https://west-
midlands.police.uk/your-options/county-
lines

VICTIM SUPPORT

THE LOCAL VICTIM CARE TEAM 
WEST MIDLANDS 
Anyone affected by crime in the West
Midlands, not only those who experience it
directly, but also their friends, family and
any other people involved. It doesn’t matter
when the crime took place you can get our
support at any time, and for however long
you need us.
Phone: 0300 303 1977
Website:
https://www.victimsupport.org.uk/help-and-
support/get-help/request-support

HEALTHY RELATIONSHIPS
 

FAMILY LINE
Provide a listening ear, answer particular
parenting questions or help with guidance
around more complex family issues.
Phone: 0808 802 6666 Text: 07537 404 282
Email: familyline@family-action.org.uk
Website: https://www.family-action.org.uk/

HALL GREEN FAMILIES 
Phone: 0757 0953 519
Email:hallgreen.families@accordgroup.org.uk
Website:https://www.hallgreencommunities.org.uk/
We cover Sparkhill, Sparkbrook,
Springfield, Balsall Heath, Moseley, Kings Heath & Hall
Green

FAMILY ACTION
Phone: 07976199894
Email: earlyhelp-hodgehill@family-action.org.uk
Website: https://www.family-action.org.uk/
We cover Heartlands, Small Heath,
Bordesley and Highgate, Glebe Farm and Tile Cross,
Ward end, Alum Rock, Bromford and
Firs and Hodge Hill

BARNARDO'S
Phone: 0121 289 4875
Email: earlyhelpyardley@barnardos.org.uk
Website: https://www.barnardos.org.uk/domain-
6/what-we-do/services/early-help-yardley
We cover Sheldon, Acocks
Green, Stechford & Yardley

NORTHFIELD FAMILIES
Phone: Mon-Wed 07516 918 133 
Thurs-Fri 07951 346 327
Email: northfieldfamilies@northfieldcommunity.org
Website: www.northfieldcommunity.org
We cover Northfield and surrounding areas
(including: Longbridge, West Heath, Frankley, Kings
Norton, Rubery, Rednal, Weoley)

YOUTH SUPPORT
 

OUR ROOTS CIC
Support for young people with enrichment
activities, emotional and practical support.
Phone: 0121 439 9045
Email: info@ourrootscic.co.uk
Website: https://www.ourrootscic.co.uk/

WEST MIDLANDS POLICE SERVICE 

MONEY WORRIES
 

CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU (CAB)
For free and confidential financial or debt
advice.
Phone: 0344 477 1010
Email: enquiries@bcabs.cabnet.org.uk
Website: https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/

KOOTH
A free and confidential online mental health
and wellbeing platform to support 11-24year
olds with advice, guidance and online live
counselling, you do not need a referral.
Website: https://www.kooth.com/

PAUSE | FORWARD THINKING BIRMINGHAM
Supports children, young people, young
adults, parents and carers with emotional
support, advice and guidance. Register online
or by calling and a Well Being Practitioner will
contact you.
Phone: 0207 841 4470
Website:https://www.forwardthinkingbirmingh
am.org.uk/services/13-pause

THE CHILDRENS SOCIETY
Phone: 0300 303 7000
Email: MidlandsDE@childrenssociety.org.uk
Website: childrenssociety.org.uk/disrupt
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GOOD-QUALITY FOOD AT A LOW PRICE

 
Family Action has launched FOOD (Food On

Our Doorstep) Clubs in Birmingham to
provide families with good-quality food at
a low cost, while also reducing food waste.

 
It costs just £1 a year for your family to

become a member.
 

Once you’ve joined, you can purchase a bag
of tasty food items every week worth

approx. £15 for just £3.50!
 

To become a member you must live or work
within 15 minutes of the club.

 
For additional clubs across Birmingham
and further information, please call 
Family Action or email:
birminghamfoodclubs@family-
action.org.uk 

 
Alternatively, you can call your Early Help
Team for more information on local food
provision or emergency food assistance.

SALTLEY FOOD CLUB

WHERE
Norton Hall Children and Family
Centre, Ralph Road, Saltley,
Birmingham B8 1NA

WHEN
Wednesday 3.00pm - 5.00pm
Fridays 9.30am - 11.30am

To find out more call
Dani : 07816 408746
Marissa: 07816 408755
Email:birminghamfoodclubs@family
-action.org.uk

KITTS GREEN, LEA VILLAGE FOOD
CLUB

 
WHERE
Welcome-Change, 316 Kitts Green Road,
Lea Village,
Birmingham, B33 9SB

WHEN
Wednesdays 12:30pm – 2.30pm
Fridays 10am – 12pm

To find out more call
Marissa: 07816 408755
Emma: 07816 087629
Dani: 07816 408746
Email: birminghamfoodclubs@family-
action.org.uk

BIRMINGHAM FOOD CLUB
FOOD ON OUR DOORSTEP
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