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Once again, I would like to thank you for joining me and asking about certain aspects of the school. 
 
Please find a summary of the areas raised: 

• English/Maths and homework - Core subjects will have the most lessons and will have retrieval within all 
lessons to assess the knowledge of students. All subjects have retrieval as standard to ensure students are 
knowledgeable on all key information. Students are encouraged to complete work online, as well as homework, 
such as Hegarty Maths or timetable Rockstar's. There is also the online library for our KS3 students. They can 
select a book to read online or ask for a hard copy from our collection points, based on their reading ages. 
Please find the link to the library - https://teams.microsoft.com/l/file/3b23859f-b71d-4e5f-a164-
fa863e622ee0?tenantId=3ba66e1f-a961-4add-a4cf-
af6214e8a8d0&fileType=pptx&objectUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fninestilesacademytrust.sharepoint.com%2Fsites%2F
CockshutHillStaff%2FShared%20Documents%2FGeneral%2FOnline%20library%20guide%20soft%20launch.pptx
&baseUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fninestilesacademytrust.sharepoint.com%2Fsites%2FCockshutHillStaff&serviceName
=teams&threadId=19:56776c304dd046459ed54f6dca925018@thread.tacv2&messageId=1606753851139&grou
pId=ab8f9305-0e4e-476d-8503-0cc01637f5a5. KS4 have the book references and revision guides (year 11). Year 
10 will get revision guides in the near future. Please also find a link to the student portal where students can 
access Hegarty, timetable Rockstar's, accelerated reader and other resources across the key stages. Scroll down 
to the learning links -  https://ninestilesacademytrust.sharepoint.com/sites/studentportal/Cockshuthill. 
Students will have homework via Teams for KS4 each week for every subject, Core for KS3 once per week and 
most other subjects at KS3 per fortnight. Any issues with Teams, do alert school. For those students who do not 
have access to Teams/internet, staff will give paper copies which will require quarantine regulations - so there 
will be deadlines in returning them, marked. We will also be looking to hold an online parental event for English 
and Maths in the new term, to support our parents with the KS4 curriculum. English and Maths have stated that 
the CGP books at KS3 are very good - they can be found on amazon. 

• Year 11 PPE, GCSE exams, grading and Parents Evening - year 11 pre-public examinations, as well as BTEC Year 
10 exams, will occur from 4th January under exam conditions, across venues with students have the same seat 
for all exams. Staff encourage all students to put 100% effort into revision (setting the expectations high so that 
they are prepared for later in life) and Year 10 exams now so that resits are not required or in case we have to 
grade students as per instructions from the government last year. We are aware that there will be a delay to the 
exams into June, grading will be more lenient and there may be open book exams. However, things may change 
and so it would be wise for students to be aware of the key quotes etc or poems in English rather than hoping 
the open book exams occur. Assume that exams will run as stated and aim for the best - Nothing but the Best. It 
will also benefit Year 10 to put the same effort into their January exams or March PPEs as no one knows how 
long the current climate may last and it will also take the pressure off for year 11. It would be advisable for Year 
11 to build up their revision to around two hours per night by March, not just relying on the two weeks before 
exams. Parents Evening will be a virtual event from 2:30-6:00/6:30 via the student Teams log in. There will be 
channels and this information will be coming out after Christmas, booking slots via Arbor for class teachers- slots 
will be 5 minutes due to the need to get as many meetings as possible. Year 8 will have Parents Evening on 12/1 
with their form tutors, again booking slots via Arbor and using student Team logins. In the future we will hope to 
hold our usual Parents Evenings and virtual meetings. 
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• Year 11 College and references - Year 11 have their own teams with access to Mr Hargreaves (AL Year 11) and 
Mrs Turton (Careers co-ordinator). Once students have submitted applications, they complete the form on 
Teams and the staff will construct their references from data and personal statements. Many have applied to 
colleges and Sixth Forms/Grammars already - keep those applications going and most places are looking for 
students to achieve their target grades. Apprenticeship applications do not tend to open until after Christmas, 
but it would be worth keep an eye out on their websites to apply as early as possible. All students in Year 11 will 
have a careers interview with the Birmingham Careers Service (BCS) and action plans will be created, where 
appropriate, with Year 11 mentors discussing these action plans as well as ensuring students are prepared for 
exams, including the Year 11 PPEs. 

• Isolation and laptops - it has been lovely to hear comments from parents about the benefits of the live lessons 
and the teaching conversations they have heard. At present we have been allocated laptops and dongles and 
have been lucky to compete and gain laptops and dongles from DHL. Staff use the ICT audit that parents 
completed via Arbor as well as other information such as Pupil Premium needs to allocate laptops to our 
students for the temporary period of self-isolation. These items will be returned when the period of time is 
completed and cleaned as under guidance. The Achievement Leaders work with staff to ensure those students 
who need these resources get them primarily. Laptops are one per family, not per child as we do not have such 
resources as much as we would love to. 

• Police presence - some parents have mentioned the police presence at the end of school. We have had 
complaints from neighbours about parents parking on their drives etc. This has been reported to the police who 
are there to ensure no issues arise and that students and parents are safe as they make their journeys home. 
Sometimes we have other neighbouring schools outside waiting for their peers, but this is also just to ensure all 
can move home without any issues. We like to ensure our community is looked after especially as police will 
move parents on where parking is not suitable. 

• Unstructured time - we are now trialling hot food with free school meals students with the idea to move to this 
for the whole school asap after Christmas, which will help parents who have been sending lunches in. We also 
have students still in bubbles and unfortunately year 10 are on the field where they love to play football, but it 
does get muddy. It would be good for year 10 to have a spare pair of old trainers which they can use to play 
football but need to put into a plastic bag and ensure they have changed into school shoes before they enter the 
buildings. We were going to look to swap the bubbles but felt this would cause too much confusion for students 
and so have kept it with the system they are aware of. 

• School's reputation - finally I would like your help. Please do let me know what thing topics of conversation our 
with the parents and community when they hear 'Cockshut Hill School' as we want to improve the reputation of 
our school near and far, as the majority of our students are amazing and this needs to be celebrated. There will 
be a survey after Christmas where parents can share but do feel free to share to me also. I would like you and 
me to work together in any ways you can think, to improve our reputation and show the community we are 
'Nothing but the Best' as we continue on our journey with the one thing in mind - the best outcomes for all our 
students in our community. Their success brings us all together. I look forward to your comments and thoughts. 
I appreciate your support and kind comments too. A team with one thing in common - the child/student. 

 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

Cockshut Hill School 
Arlene Croydon – Assistant Principal 

 


