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2 March 2021 
 
Dear Year 6 students (Our Class of 2021) and your Parents or Carers  
 

 
 
I’d like to take this opportunity to welcome you to our fantastic school. We are all delighted you 
chose Cockshut Hill as your secondary school and we can’t wait to see you here in person, 
hopefully that will be in July at Induction Day but definitely from September! 
 
I am very proud to be the Principal here, I joined in September 2016 and feel the school has 
improved a lot in this time. I have shared some of the improvements below. This should show 
you how we feel you have made a great choice in your secondary school. I am also proud of 
the fact that my mother came to the school in the 1940s along with my aunts and uncle. 
Unfortunately, my mother died before she saw me become Principal here but I know she would 
be so proud that I lead the great school that she went to. I think you are joining our school at 
the perfect time. 
 
When I arrived at Cockshut Hill in September 2016 the school was a very different place. In 
2017 the school’s results were in the bottom 5% of schools nationally, our attendance was well 
below the national average and exclusions for poor behaviour were too high.  
 
Our children, staff, Governors and our Summit Learning Trust have worked tirelessly to 
improve the provision that our children receive and we are now beginning to reap the rewards. 
I believe we have now become a school that everyone can be proud of. 
The journey hasn’t ended and we continue to make adjustments to continue our significant 
improvements.  
 
I have included below some of the headlines from our recent rapid improvements; 

 
• Results have improved significantly. In 2019 when our students last sat formal 

examinations, we were in the top 1% of schools nationally for an improvement in 
student progress and the 4th highest school in the city for improvement in attainment. 



Strength through Diversity  |  Ambition through Challenge  |  Excellence through Curiosity 

Cockshut Hill, Yardley, Birmingham, B26 2HX  |  0121 289  5900  |  enquiry@cockshuthill.org.uk  |  www.cockshuthill.org.uk 
 

Summit Learning Trust. Incorporated in England & Wales, No.7348167.  Registered Office Hartfield Crescent, Acocks Green, Birmingham B27 7QG 

2 

        
 

• The top GCSE Grade (Grade 9) that our students can achieve has improved by over 
40% from 2017 to 2020, this demonstrates how well we are teaching the most able 
students. 
 

• Attendance last year (before the lockdown) was at 94.6% which is above the national 
average. This year we are currently 7% over the national average for secondary school 
attendance. This demonstrates our systems and processes are robust and Cockshut 
Hill is now a school our children want to attend. 
 

• Exclusions and Internal exclusions were down in a variety of measures by up to 70% 
over our last three-year trend. This demonstrates how behaviour is significantly 
improved. 
 

• In 2018, 42% of our Year 11 leavers went on to do Level 3 courses (courses students 
will do in college when they are 16-19 years old). In 2020 this had risen dramatically to 
60% of our students participating in Level 3 courses. 
 

• In 2018, 33% of our Year 11 leavers went on to attend A level courses. In 2020 that 
number had risen significantly to 51%. This demonstrates how the school is becoming 
much more academic.  

• Our percentage against the national measure of school leavers who are Not in 
Education, Employment or Training (NEET) for 2020 was only 1.88% which is below 
the National Average. This demonstrates that our children are supported in choosing 
the correct pathway for their Post-16 education. 
 

• In 2016/17 the school was not staffed fully with subject experts in each subject. The 
school for the second year running is fully staffed with subject specialists teaching their 
subject. This demonstrates that our children will receive better teaching and therefore 
make better progress. 
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• In order to support our remote learning and homework policy we have been supplied 
with over 300 laptops from the Government Department of Education. These have been 
distributed to students without access, so that 100% of our students now have access 
to suitable technology within school and at home. 

 
• In a recent survey of our parents and carers we had some very positive responses from 

over a third of our Year 7 families. Although we will not be happy until responses are 
100% positive we believe these figures demonstrate a continued positive improvement 
at the school. 
98% of parents/carers thought their child had settled in well to Cockshut Hill School. 
98% of parents/carers thought the school had high expectations for their child. 
97% of parents/carers said their child was happy at the school. 
93% of parents/carers would recommend the school to another parent/carer. 

 

 
 
Our students mixing with royalty in 2019. 
 
I hope this demonstrates to you that now is a great time to join Cockshut Hill School. I’d really 
advise all parents and carers to follow the school on: 
  

• Instagram: @cockshuthill 
• Facebook Page: Cockshut Hill School 
• Twitter: @CockshutHillSch 

 
We also have a superb Website (click here) so please do spend some time looking through it 
for all of the information about the school 
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Following us on social media is a great way for students, parents and carers to see all the 
fantastic things we are up to at Cockshut Hill School. 
 
 
We are all looking forward to seeing you all soon. Thanks again for choosing us as your school 
and stay safe. 
 

                           
 
Jason Bridges - Principal  
 
Email – jason.bridges@cockshuthill.org.uk  
Twitter - @JBridgesCHS  
 
 

 
 
Our school was on Good Morning Britain a couple of weeks ago too! 


