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Cockshut Hill School delighted to 
receive DHL UK Foundation donation 

to boost online learning during the 
pandemic 

Helping their pupils continue to learn at home when self-isolating, Cockshut Hill School has received a 
donation of 22 laptops alongside internet dongles due to a partnership between DHL UK Foundation and 
education charity Teach First.  

This comes at a time when the COVID-19 pandemic continues to leave a major impact on families and 
communities, causing many students across Yardley, Birmingham to struggle at home without adequate 
access to online devices.  

DHL UK Foundation have donated the devices in partnership with Teach First – the education charity that 
works with schools facing the biggest challenges, serving the most disadvantaged communities across 
England. The donation will help ensure that Cockshut Hill’s pupils will have access to online resources, be 
able to gain live feedback from their teachers and stay connected with their peers. 

This comes after a recent survey by Teach First found that four out of five (84%) schools with the poorest 
pupils do not have enough devices and internet access to ensure all self-isolating pupils can keep learning. 
This compares to two thirds (66%) of schools with the most affluent pupils, showing that while all schools 
continue to face significant digital barriers - it is the poorest pupils’ education that will suffer the most if self-
isolating.1  

Headteacher/Principal of Cockshut Hill School, Jason Bridges said:  

“We are delighted to accept this donation of laptops and dongles from DHL UK Foundation and 
Teach First. We will ensure they are put to effective use, enabling some of our disadvantaged 
students to access remote learning.  

“It was one of our main priorities, to ensure that no student is excluded from remote learning during 
these uncertain times. With this being an incredibly challenging period for our students, staff and 
wider community, we are so grateful that our students will be able to stay connected and supported 
- to help them stay on track.” 

 

 

 

1 Teach First, 84% of schools with the poorest children lack devices to ensure their pupils can study at home if self-

isolating, 2020 
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Russell Hobby, CEO of Teach First said:  

“During these challenging times home schooling can be difficult for any family, but for households 
with limited online devices for learning those difficulties are even greater. We welcome this fantastic 
donation from DHL UK Foundation, helping children to learn without the barriers they were facing 
before. 

“Teachers and parents are working incredibly hard, but they need support from our wider society to 
make sure the most vulnerable children don’t get left behind. This support will make all the difference 
in helping us to achieve that.” 

 

Andy Button-Stephens, Senior Programme Manager at DHL UK Foundation said:   

“As a funder of education and employability programmes for young people in need, we know pupils 
and teachers need support now more than ever. We’re delighted to be able to work with Teach First 
and our school partners across the UK to fund vital home learning kits for so many pupils.” 

 
 
Notes to Editor 
 
About DHL UK Foundation  

The DHL UK Foundation is a UK charity dedicated to supporting the education and employability of young 
people aged 5-25 in disadvantaged communities across the UK.  

Please visit www.dhlukfoundation.org to find out more.  

About Teach First  
  
Teach First is an education charity with a mission to build a fair education for all. Through a range of school 
leadership programmes the charity supports teachers, leaders and schools facing the biggest challenges, 
serving the most disadvantaged communities.      
     
The charity has now recruited over 14,000 teachers and leaders, has over 60 head teachers in their alumni 
and has supported over a million pupils.     
   
Those on the Training Programme commit to a minimum of two years at their partner school, where they 
teach a Newly Qualified Teacher (NQT) timetable; and around half stay on for a third year. More than half of 
all the teachers who’ve completed training since 2003 are currently teaching.     
       
The charity supports whole leadership teams through Leading Together. Develops individuals to become 
effective leaders through Middle Leader, Senior Leader and Headship programmes leading to a National 
Professional Qualification. And provides Career Leader training to develop a long-term, school wide careers 
strategy to improve student opportunities after school.      
   
Teach First currently operates in Wales and in all regions across England: London, West Midlands, East 
Midlands, Yorkshire the Humber, North West, North East, South East, South Coat, South West and the East 
of England. 


