
SUMMIT LEARNING TRUST

Welcome
Dear Parents and Carers

As we approach the Christmas holidays I would like to, 
as usual, thank all of our staff, students and their families 
for a fantastic term and their continued support in our 
improvement journey. I hope you find my termly letter of 
use and also enjoy our enclosed ‘Parental Engagement 
Newsletter’ which shows the amazing opportunities we 
provide your children.

This has been the most difficult of years but I am proud of 
the way that the staff and students have all adapted to the 
large amount of changes that we have had to make in the 
school. The bubbles have been good in one respect for our 
students in that all of their lessons are in the same place. 
Our staff have never had to walk so far!

Recently, I saw this photo on social media and thought it 
was very apt...

I hope this year has been manageable for you and your 
family and I am sorry for the losses that I know have affected 
some of our school community. Along with everyone else I 
look forward to the development of the vaccine and hope 
for a return to a ‘new normal’ early in the spring.
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Celebrations of our 
FANTASTIC School
In light of this I wanted to share with you some good news on 
the continued improvement of the school.     When I arrived 
in 2016 the school was a very different place. In 2017 the 
school’s results were in the bottom 5% of schools nationally, 
our attendance was well below the national average and 
exclusions for poor behaviour were high.  Staff, Governors 
and our Summit Learning Trust have worked tirelessly to 
improve the provision that your children receive and I 
believe we are beginning to reap the rewards. I believe 
we have now become a school you and your children can 
be proud of. The journey hasn’t ended and we continue to 
make adjustments to continue our significant improvements.

• Results have improved significantly. In 2019 when our 
students last sat formal examinations last, we were in 
the top 1% of schools nationally for an improvement in 
student progress and the 4th highest school in the city 
for improvement in attainment.

• As you can see from this photo below the amount of top 
GCSE Grades that students achieve has improved by 
over 40% from 2017 to 2020

continued...
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...Celebrations continued:
• Attendance last year (before the lockdown) was at 94.6% which is ABOVE the national average. This year we are currently 

7% over the national average for secondary school attendance. This demonstrates our systems and processes are robust 
and Cockshut Hill is a school children want to attend.

• Exclusions and Internal exclusions were down in a variety of measures by up to 70%. This demonstrates how behaviour 
is improving.

• In 2018, 42% of our Year 11 leavers went on to do Level 3 courses. In 2020 this had risen dramatically to 60% of our 
students participating in Level 3 courses. In 2018, 33% of our Year 11 leavers went on to attend A level courses. In 
2020 that number had risen significantly to 51%. This demonstrates how the school is becoming much more academic.

 
• Our percentage against the national measure of school leavers who are Not in Education, Employment or Training 

(NEET) for 2020 was only 1.88% which is below the National Average. This demonstrates that our children are supported 
in choosing the correct pathway for their Post-16 education.

• In 2016/17 the school was not staffed fully with subject experts in each subject. The school for the second year running is 
fully staffed with subject specialists teaching their subject. This demonstrates that your children will receive better teaching 
and therefore make better progress.

• In order to support our remote learning and homework policy we have been supplied with over 200 from the Government 
Department of Education. These are being distributed to students without access, so that 100% of students have access 
to suitable technology within school and at home. We hope to have contacted all those who require one by the holidays. 
We are also in the process of ensuring all students have sufficient internet access by dispensing prepaid routers to those 
students who require one.

• In the first of many parent/carer online surveys we had some very positive responses from over a third of our Year 
7 families. Although we will not be happy until responses are 100% positive we believe these figures demonstrate a 
continued positive improvement at the school.

1. 98% of parents/carers thought their child had settled in well to Cockshut Hill School.
2. 98% of parents/carers thought the school had high expectations for their child.
3. 97% of parents/carers said their child was happy at the school.
4. 93% of parents/carers would recommend the school to another parent/carer.

I ask that you share this with as many people as possible, Cockshut Hill needs to continue to change its reputation within the 
community and you are all an integral part of this.

Hot School Food in 2021
As you will know following my last letter we have re-
introduced hot food at the school. The trial with students that 
receive free school meals has gone very well. So our plan 
going forward is as follows;
• The Week Commencing:  4th Jan Free School Meal 

students only
• The Week Commencing:  11th Jan All students will have 

access to school food. 

Hot food and sandwiches will be available to all students on 
a pre-order, pre-payment basis. 

Ms. Pilkington will send an email to all parents and carers 
explaining how the process will work during the first week 
back after the holidays.

Contact Details
I would like to remind all parents and carers that having 
your up to date contact details is really important. Obviously 
in the case of an emergency, being able to contact you is 
vital. We also contact via email and telephone students’ 
parents/carers on a regular basis now with information and 
positive comments. You and your child could be missing out 
on important information if we are unaware of the changes. 
So could I ask that you inform us of any change of details as 
soon as possible. 

FREE SCHOOL MEAL RECIPIENTS: It is vital that we have a 
correct primary email address to avoid the number of emails 
bouncing back and the delay in you receiving vouchers.
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School Site Safety and Parking
Due to the location of our school being in a residential 
area, parking spaces around our school site are at a 
premium.  Unfortunately, we have received complaints from 
our neighbours concerning inconsiderate driving; blocking 
driveways and double parking.  Your child may have said 
that we have had an increase in Police presence over the last 
few weeks at drop off and pick up times due to this. We are 
also very concerned about the safety of our students and ask 
that you do not drive into our car parks at the start and end 
of the school day. 

We do ask that you park with care and consideration for 
pedestrians and our neighbours when parking around the 
school vicinity and please observe all driving and parking 
regulations for the area.

A positive COVID-19 Test result 
during the holiday
Please can we ask parents/carers to report 
any positive COVID-19 test result for their 
child by emailing:  
carrie.harris@cockshuthill.org.uk

This email is monitored throughout the holiday, enabling us 
to act promptly on the event of any cases reported.

Staff who are moving on
The following staff are moving on and I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank them for their service to your 
children and our school;
• Ms. Gazi (mathematics) – leaves us to relocate to 

Peterborough 
• Mrs. Pope (science technician) – is retiring and moving 

down to the south coast.

In addition, Mr. Charlton (Business & Operations Manager) 
and Mrs. Donnelly (Finance Manager) have been Central 
roles in our Trust. So although they may not be working 
uniquely for Cockshut Hill, they will still be in our Trust. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to formally welcome 
Ms. May who has joined our excellent mathematics team. 
She started with us after the Autumn half term holiday so 
many of your children may have already had the pleasure 
of attending her lessons.

Thursday 17th Dec. Break up for Christmas Holiday 

Half term Holiday - Fri 18th December – Mon 4th January

Monday 4th January All students return to school

Mon 4th – Fri 22nd 
January 

Year 11 Pre Public Examination 
season 

Monday 25th January INSET Day for staff only

Friday 12th February 
End of half term – Students 
dismissed at 3.00pm

Half term Holiday - Mon 15th – Fri 19th February

Monday 22nd 
February

All students return to school

Wednesday 31st April
End of term – Students dismissed 
at 3.00pm

Thursday 1st April INSET Day for staff only

Easter Holiday  - Fri 2nd April – Fri 16th April

Monday 19th April All students return to school

Dates for your Diary

Relationships & Sex Education
The new Summit Learning Trust RSE Policy is on our website. 
We are now developing our school specific version. If anyone 
has any comments please email enquires@cockshuthill.
org.uk before the start of the Spring Term (4.1.21) for my 
attention.

From Birmingham with Love
We have been sent the attached letter from Birmingham City 
Council to pass on to all of our families.  They would like 
to remind families about the ‘From Birmingham With Love’ 
resource which offer a wide range of help and support for 
families for free.

Alumni Opportunity
We are looking to use the experiences and successes of 
our past students to help raise aspirations of our current 
children. So if you are a former student of Cockshut Hill 
School or know of any former students who have gone onto 
great things, please do get in touch.

Please Park 
& Stride P



Secondary Education Director at our Trust
In addition, we are very excited about the appointment of Vince Green who will join us as the 
Secondary Education Director at our Trust.

Vince is currently the Regional Education Director for Academy Transformation Trusts (ATT) Secondary 
West academies and Further Education College which are based across the East and West Midlands. 
He is also the Executive Principal of Bristnall Hall Academy, Pool Hayes Academy and Phoenix 
Academy. Prior to this he was the Principal of Bristnall Hall Academy for five years, the highest 
performing secondary provider within Sandwell local authority.

I wish you all a peaceful Christmas Holiday and a very happy New Year. I look forward to seeing you all next term.

Yours sincerely
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Jason Bridges - Principal                                 

Email: jason.bridges@cockshuthill.org.uk   
Twitter: @JBridgesCHS 

Project Optimum
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Our Mission Statement is; 
‘Nothing But The Best’

SMART  
ORGANISED  
AMBITIOUS  
RESPECTFUL 

Happy and healthy students and staff.
Positive professional relationships at all levels.
The highest quality provision for all students with the finest 
quality staff.
Students develop as professional, articulate and employable 
citizens.
Students have positive and inspiring experiences during their 
time at the school.
Students achieve their academic potential; staff achieve their 
professional potential.

OUR VISION 

OUR VALUES

Our culture is what you see and feel as you walk around our school. It brings 
together the vision, values and our mission statement which are the norms and 

habits of how all members of our school act around our school; 
it’s just ‘The Cockshut Hill Way’.
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From Birmingham with Love 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We’ve all been through a tough time with Covid-19 and repeated lockdowns. For many families 
it can get harder over Winter, which is why we’re here to help. Here are some of our partners’ 
most used services and support, which might make life a little bit easier… 

1. Online parenting course. We’ve pre-paid for every parent in Birmingham to access a 
parenting course. Just enter the access code “COMMUNITY” at the top of the page to 
claim. There are courses for parents, carers and grandparents of children from bump to 
19. Learn about how your child develops, and get tips to manage their behaviour. 

2. Mental health support. In these difficult times we have to look after our mental health. 
For young people aged 11-25 there are forums, guides and counselling available at Kooth. 
If your child 0-25 needs support, get in touch with Pause by calling 0207 841 4470 or 
email. Adults can get support from MIND by calling 0121 262 3555.  Or for urgent help 
call Forward Thinking Birmingham on 0300 300 0099. 

3. Financial help. If you’ve lost your job, or are struggling for food or rent there are services 
that can help. Local welfare provision can make a big difference if you are in a crisis and 
need food, fuel or basic white goods. Discretionary Housing Payments may be able to 
help with rent.  And there are food banks across Birmingham that are here to help. 

4. Domestic abuse. For women and children affected by domestic abuse please see 
guidance or confidentially contact Birmingham and Solihull Women’s Aid. For Men, please 
contact Respect. 

5. Problems with drugs or alcohol. A new, discrete app called Staying Free is available 
on Android or Apple. Use the code “birmingham11” for pre-paid access. To speak to 
someone call Change Grow Live. 

6. Bereavement support. It’s a terrible time to lose a loved one — you can get help by 
calling 0121 687 8010 or from Cruse. 

7. Early help for families. If anyone in your family needs more help, from public services or 
community groups, then please contact our voluntary sector local leads.  We have ten 
areas which can connect you to support across the city.   

If you are worried about a child, please call Birmingham’s Children's Advice and Support 
Service on 0121 303 1888. In an emergency, including child abuse, contact the Police on 
999.  You can also chat to the Police. 

 


