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Autumn Term 2 - December 2020

WELCOME

Well, what can we say! This year, in general, has certainly not shaped up how
anyone would have expected this time last year. That said, we have all worked
together and have got through it, every step of the way. What a team the
Cockshut Hill community is!
#NothingButTheBest
Let’s take a look at the past term and what we have been doing on the ‘Hill’ as
everyone adjusted to the new ‘norm’ of masks, bubbles and anti-bac!

SEPTEMBER
The day had finally arrived when the staff and students of our wonderful school
could be reunited again. Oh, how we had all missed the buzz of buildings full
of our school community. Staff and students shouting with glee at seeing each
other, socially distanced ‘air hugs’ and just being happy to be back into our little
Cockshut Hill ‘bubble’.

SAVE THE DATE
School Opens 2021
Monday 4th January 2021
PPE Exams Start
Monday 4th January 2021
Year 8 & 11 Virtual Parents
Evening - January

SEASON’S GREETINGS

It was with excitement that we finally
got to meet our wonderful Year 7
students after months of chatting
on the phone. The wait was over
as the Year 7 students got to know
their school, each other, the staff
and the road they will take with us
over the next 5 years. We held our
Year 7 Settling Event virtually which
allowed our parents to meet our Year 7 Team for the first time. Thank you for
taking part and the positive feedback. So, Year 7, let’s continue the learning
journey, onwards and upwards, as we all watch Year 7 grow and mature into
wonderful young adults!
We also re-introduced our expectations for all to work with and aim for, through
our School Vision and Values, alongside the Cockshut Hill Way. We wish for
‘Nothing but the Best’ of all our students and staff. When the SOAR system
began with the announcement of weekly prizes and Super Prizes each halfterm, the points began flying in, especially as they could be in with the chance
to have ‘Hot Chocolate Friday’ or lunch with Mr Bridges!

Youtube Christmas
Sensation Abiel

September saw the beginning of our House Competitions, with Oak House,
under the watchful eye of Miss Dixon, setting the standard for the future events.
The competition really put the students under pressure to compete for the win
against their peers, within their year groups. Beech House came out on top-spot,
but would the coming months see their initial success continue?
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OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

One of the Fundamental British Values is the right
to vote and the voting commenced, across all Houses,
to see which candidates would be top of the House
elections to lead our school committees, alongside our
Head Students Elysha and Nikisha. The votes were
collated and counted by our fantastic Heads of House.
We were able to welcome Haider, Musa, Hila, Simarjit,
Siobhan and Leah as our House Captains. Well done to
all who put themselves forward as candidates!

Back to school after half term break, with the House SOAR
rewards assemblies. Well done to Maple House for
being the most Ambitious, Smart and Organised House
in half term 1. A massive well done to our Super Prize
winners for half term 1 – K. Mohammed Year 7 Yew, F.
Farcas Year 8 Elm and A. Tanveer Year 9 Beech. Will
your child be in the draw next half term? Following our
SOAR expectations and attending every day, on time
means your child has the chance to select a prize of their
choice, if they are a lucky winner.

Year 7 took part in their transition experience.
Sadly, the current pandemic meant that we were not
able to venture to our usual venue for this experience,
but nothing was going to stop us at Cockshut Hill from
keeping this tradition going! Under the expertise of
Mr Croydon and the Year 7 Achievement Leader,
Miss Stallard, our Year 7 students and form tutors got
involved in fun activities to build skills such as confidence
and team building. Year 7 certainly did enjoy sneaking
a quick munch on the odd marshmallow rather than
putting it towards their tower! The student feedback
was very positive, stating 100% enjoyment of the day
and believing that the new Year 7’s (2021) would also
thoroughly enjoy it. There was mention of them wanting
this again later on during the year! Thanks to all involved.

In quick succession followed the next House
Competition, with Timetable Rockstars led by Miss
Brown. After the success of Beech earlier in the year,
the Heads of House were eager to see the standings are
these two events. By the end of November, Maple had
taken over in the race to the top, with Beech in 2nd place.
This would only mean interesting times ahead with the
pending Yew House competition, led by Miss Dowding.
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Our Student Leadership committees began in the
year bubbles with the support of many members of staff
to ensure that these meetings could run virtually. Thank
you to all involved. All committees have been hard at
work, looking at how to continue to make a positive
change for our whole school, with students in various
year groups modelling to others how to be Eco Warriors
as they keep the school environment tidy. The community
and equality committees will soon be busy making a
visual representation, from a Year 7 perspective, about
our own school community under the guidance of Miss
Williams. The Eco and Well-being committees cannot wait
to get into the Quad and put their stamp on the area, for
the benefit of getting our students into the great outdoors.
We look forward to seeing all this work bearing ‘fruit’ in
the months to come.
Remembrance Day allowed the students and staff
of Cockshut Hill to pause for a moment and reflect on
those in the various services who have sacrificed their
lives, over the years. Leah Stinton, Mrs Pilkington and Mr
O’Malley led the emotive broadcast service across our
year groups, where
every
single
member of our
school community
showed the upmost
respect
for
the
fallen.
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DECEMBER
This month began with the Kindness Calendar,
promoting how we can bring a smile to someone’s day
in a small and simple way. There was also the Yew House
Christmas Card competition across all years and the
entries were amazing! Mr Bridges, Mr Stevens and Mr
O’Malley had a very difficult time deciding which of the
97 entries would be the Card of the Season!

The student development journey carries on...
Year 11 students have been eagerly involved in post-school
revision sessions during the months of November and
December, ahead of their pending Pre-Public Examinations
in January. Some sessions have been in school whilst
other have been at home, with students making full use of
Teams as a platform to continue their learning journeys.
An example of this dedication is maths, where Mr Saeed
couldn’t wait to celebrate the number of hours which our
mathematicians are studying, with Year 11 completing 131
hours of Hegarty Maths in one week alone in November.
#smashedit #aspireforgreatness

Reading and our E-Library Launched

We look forward to our local community receiving these
cards from our very own artist students!

We had the launch of our virtual Careers Fair
for Year 11, showcasing the Post-16 opportunities
available to our Year 11 students at the end of their
Cockshut Hill journey. Take a look if you have not had
the chance; all details are on the website and links
via our social media platforms. Not to be outdone
on virtual opportunities, some Year 8 students had an
opportunity to question staff from the George Lucas VFX
and animations studios about career opportunities in the
film industry and some Year 9 students gained in-depth
knowledge about the career opportunities in the world
of journalism with the editor of ‘You Magazine’, Mail
on Sunday. Feedback from the Year 9 students shows
that this chance has already got them thinking about
their option choices later on this academic year, as they
embark on the next steps for their future.

Reading is a fundamental life skill and national statistics
highlight that 25% of year 11 students have a reading age
which is 3 years lower than their chronological age. As
a school, we are working extremely hard to provide our
learners with opportunities to read within our school day, and
our curriculum areas. Our form reader programme is being
supported by all of our form tutor reading ambassadors
and our young people are enjoying the texts that they are
reading; we have developed a reading culture where staff
and students are talking about reading. Our school library
is an invaluable resource and due to the current restrictions
not all of our students have access; we knew we needed
to come up with a contingency plan! Key stage 3 parents
have received an email recently to promote the launch of
our online library access which will be a useful resource for
our students over the Christmas period as there is a vast
amount of e-books as part of the digital library! There is
plenty of research to support that young people who read
for pleasure will be more successful
academically, and in later life. The
one thing that I ask this Christmas
is that you support our reading
journey and encourage our young
people to read daily; this could be
a newspaper or magazine, or a
non-fiction book, or a non-fiction
extract on Accelerated Reader,
or an online e-book in our virtual
library, or a story book.
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CHARITY & COMMUNITY
The global pandemic has caused a lot of heartache and
everyone wants kindness to be shown, in any way. So, it is thanks
to our Charities committees for pushing the need to raise funds for
various charities over the past few months. Students sold poppies for
Remembrance, with funds returned to the local British Legion. They have
raised, as a school, hundreds for Children in Need, World Aid’s Day
and Save the Children. Many thanks to all involved with the Migrant
Shoebox appeal – these will go a long way to helping migrants who
have been forced from their homes to seek sanctuary elsewhere at
Christmas. Our wonderful staff have also gone above and beyond;
thanks to Mrs Thomas for raising funds for the local foodbank with her
wonderful soaps creations and Mrs Kelly for collecting food donations
and raising funds to further support our local foodbank at St Thomas’.
These donations will go a long way to support those within our local
community who have struggled during the lockdown periods and we,
as a school, are more than happy to support our locals. Our students
have created Christmas cards which have been sent to local senior
citizens. The wonderful Mrs Burke and Mrs Tubbs have also created
hampers for a local care home, to spread the festive cheer.
Cockshut Hill – you are wonderful at supporting those in times of
need. We look forward to supporting local charities in the new year!
#community

CHRISTMAS WELLBEING

Mental health doesn’t take time off at Christmas,
and with all the added stresses that can come with
the festive season it’s very important to care for
your wellbeing.

Take notice
Have too much to do before Christmas? Often, we can be so focused on growing to do list that we forget to pay attention
to what is happening now. Take notice of your surroundings – wrap up warm and pay attention to all the seasonal smells
of freshly cut Christmas trees and logs burning on the fire.

Keep learning
Stuck for Christmas present ideas? Why not learn a new skill? It can not only improve your wellbeing but also make for
exciting, personal Christmas presents. Save Santa’s elves a job or two!
Give to others
Feeling stressed this Christmas? Christmas can be a great time of year to do something for someone else. It doesn’t have
to break the bank – something as simple as a smile or a ‘thank you’ can help with your own wellbeing as well as theirs.
Connect
Feel lonely this Christmas? Christmas can be a tough time of year. Talking to and interacting with the people around you,
whether that be family, neighbours or a friendly ‘hello’ to the person standing in the queue behind you at the shops,
may help.
Keep your expectations of the festive period realistic
Many of us have a perfect vision of what the holidays should look like and we can be disappointed when they don’t
live up to this. Remember, nobody has a perfect holiday or family, so don’t pressure yourself to live up to unrealistic
standards! Just enjoy the precious time together, making happy memories.
Take some ‘me time’
The holidays can be an overwhelmingly social time, with gatherings of family, friends and colleagues. Don’t forget that
you’re allowed to set aside some ‘me time’ as well, such as curling up to read a favourite book or watch a Christmas
TV special.
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