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Our People



Mrs Raynah Thomas: 
Subject Leader for English   

I can help you with understanding the context of your literature texts 
and learning the key vocabulary you need to be an expert in this subject.

I have worked at Cockshut Hill for the best part of two decades, having 
previously worked at two schools on the other side of the city.  I was 
literacy lead, Key Stage 3 lead and NQT/ITT co-ordinator prior to taking my 
current role. My degree and teaching qualification are from the University 
of Birmingham (via Westhill College) and more recently I have completed 
NPQSL. 

I find it hard to say what my specific interests are within the subject, but I 
particularly enjoy teaching poetry and the modern novel. I’m interested in 
curriculum innovation and I aim for a Programme of Study which remains 
fresh and appealing to students as well as rigorous and challenging.

My favourite book ever is Knowledge of Angels by Jill Paton Walsh and my 
favourite book to teach is The Outsiders by S. E. Hinton.



Mrs Anne Marie Keane: 
AP for T&L

Hello, I'm passionate about Teaching & Learning - I can give you advice on 
how best to learn and revise.

I joined Cockshut Hill school in Jan 2006 as KS4 lead in English. Shortly after, I 
became second in Department and continued to develop as a leader holding 
roles a variety of roles from, Subject leader to Faculty leader which then led me 
onto securing an Assistant Principal role. I am currently AP for T&L and 
absolutely love what I do. I love working with the English department and all 
colleagues and students at Cockshut Hill. 

I have a Batchelor of Arts degree and Higher Diploma in Education, both obtained 
in Universities in Ireland, NUI Galway and the latter in NUI Cork. I completed 
NPQSL a number of years ago and it, to this day, has had the biggest impact on 
my learning and development. 

Teaching English brings such pleasure and satisfaction; particularly when you 
inspire students to write creatively or develop analytical responses not to 
mention instilling love and passion of reading in students. But I most enjoy 
teaching GCSE poetry; the AQA Power & Conflict collection is a superb 
anthology of poems which allows for deep considerations, thoughts and 
reflections and a great range to inspire and motivate all learners.

Difficult to choose a favourite book but a recent book I have read is definitely 
top of the list: I Am Not a Number by Lisa Heathfield.  The books that have had 
the greatest impact on my teaching career are Making Every lesson Count by 
Shaun Allison & Andy Tharby and Radical Candor by Kim Scott.



Miss Gemma Partridge: 
ASL for Key Stage 4 English

I have worked at Cockshut Hill for four years. I have been 
teaching for 16 years.

I love teaching Literature, especially Macbeth and as I have 
been teaching it for years, each time I read it again I find out 
lots more information. I also enjoy poetry, especially poetry 
that focuses upon war as I have a passion for history as well.

My favourite book ever is Goodnight Mister Tom. We have 
studied it at Key Stage 3 and it focuses upon an evacuee 
during World War II.

As an ongoing AQA examiner for English Language I can advise you on 
how to gain extra marks for each question.



Ms Noreen Healy: 
ASL for Key Stage 3 English

I have worked at Cockshut Hill for 11 years now and have 
previously been the subject lead for Media and have led on 
Literacy previously in the school too. Prior to commencing work 
here, I worked as an ESOL teacher for 8 years in both South 
Korea and Taiwan. My degree in English Literature was studied at 
Aberystwyth, University of Wales where I remember spending 
many days reading books in remote locations that faced the sea 
which was always so refreshing to me. 

I enjoy teaching students how to write essays and ensuring that 
every lesson counts at KS3. 

My favourite book is The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho and I love 
teaching Macbeth at KS4 and the novel at KS3.

I can advise you on any queries you have regarding our curriculum; I can 
give advice on how to work smarter and break down your learning into 
manageable segments.



Miss Emma Betts: 
Literacy Lead & English Teacher

A lifetime ago I studied at Newman University and achieved a BEd as all I wanted 
to do was teach! 

My first teaching post took me back to the school that I went to, having only 
been gone for 3 years! It was a very strange experience to start but I was 
extremely lucky as an adult to be guided and supported by colleagues that were 
once my teachers. By the time I moved on to a new challenge I had spent over 
half my life within the school community!

My next challenge took my to an MLD school in Shirley where I worked with 
students aged 11-18 who had a variety of additional needs.  This was an 
invaluable experience in which I learnt many things and developed/adapted my 
teaching style on a daily basis!

But the call of the English classroom was too strong and I missed focusing on my 
subject all day so in January 2018 I started at Cockshut Hill. As soon as I walked 
through the doors I knew it was a very special place and a great community to 
be a part of. I currently teach English with a focus on teaching reading, and with 
a whole school responsibility to develop our reading culture and literacy skills.

My favourite books, which I mention frequently, are Little Women and The 
Secret Garden.

Come and see me if you have any issues with Accelerated Reader, or 
reading in general; I’m happy to help with any concerns that you have 
with reading, and anything English related! To be honest, my door is 
always open...



Mrs Laura Larkin: 
Summit Lead Practitioner/English teacher   

I can help you with finding ways to develop your vocabulary and I'm 
always available to chat about great or not so great books that we've 
been reading!

I have worked at Cockshut Hill for almost ten years and have had many 
roles here from Key Stage 4 lead and Second in Department, before taking 
on the role of Key Stage 3 lead and then taking on my current Lead 
Practitioner role which has now developed to a school based role to a 
Summit Learning Trust position. I graduated from Newman College with a 
BEd in Teaching Secondary English but since then I have also completed 
other Leadership qualifications and I am currently working on my NPQSL.

Within English, and beyond, I have a passion for developing students 
vocabulary, and I think it’s vital that we all look at ways to expand the 
choices our students have to become articulate and fluent speakers and 
writers. I’m also passionate about ensuring that SEND and prior lower 
attaining students are given a demanding but accessible curriculum that 
leads to success and closes the disadvantage gap.

My favourite book changes on an almost daily basis, but if pushed, I have to 
say Danny, Champion of the World because it’s the book that made me fall 
in love with English way back when I was taught it in year 7! My favourite 
text to teach also changes quite regularly, but I do love teaching Macbeth!



Miss Nathalie Wright: 
Summit Lead Practitioner/English teacher

I have worked at Cockshut Hill since 2005; training as an English and Media 
teacher as my previous teaching experience did not include the British 
curriculum.

Prior to this, I taught Dutch and Chinese students in The Netherlands for 18 
months as part of my two degrees: English and Education from the 
University of Wolverhampton, Dutch Teaching Diploma and TESOL 
certificate awarded by the University of Amsterdam.

My various roles at Cockshut Hill include: Intervention Lead, KS4 Lead, 
Second in English, Subject Leader for English and Media Studies, Associate 
Assistant Principal for English (maternity cover) and now Lead Practitioner 
for the Summit Learning Trust. I have very much enjoyed and valued my 
experience of working with Ninestiles since January 2020 focusing on 
Literacy and Reading.

My interests lie within exam skills and non-fiction reading and writing, being 
an AQA examiner I frequently invest additional planning time to enhance 
the wider reading of my students/classes.

It would be impossible to choose a single favourite book. A recent read of 
A Pocketful of Stars by Aisha Bushby really enraptured me…I am certain 
year 7 will love it too.

I will help you sharpen the details of your writing or write more 
creatively. If you don’t feel English is your best subject, I will happily 
show you your strengths and how to progress quickly.



Mrs Nicola Williams: 
English Teacher

Talk to me about how we can explore deeper meanings and apply 
alternative interpretations to our responses. 

Although I am a new member of the English department at Cockshut Hill, I 
have sixteen years teaching experience; qualifying in 2004.  I studied on 
the BEd programme at Newman College and graduated with Qualified 
Teacher Status in English for both Primary and Secondary age students.  

I also hold a Masters Degree in Education, which I successfully completed 
through Birmingham City University as well as the National SENDCO Award, 
which I successfully completed through Wolverhampton University.

Prior to joining our wonderful Cockshut Hill family, I have worked at a 
variety of schools across Birmingham and Coventry; including Grace 
Academy, Tile Cross Academy and Corpus Christi Primary School.

My passion for teaching stems from my love of English and I enjoy sharing 
this with my students and empowering them with the knowledge and ability 
to change the world! English is a liberating subject that is accessible to all 
and covers a whole range of exciting topics that are relatable at all levels.

Choosing a favourite book is always particularly difficult as I read a lot and 
so my preferences change regularly, but one that has remained a personal 
favourite for a number of months now is The Tattooist of Auschwitz, which 
is an emotional, semi- biographical, first person account of a Jewish 
survivor from the Nazi Germany concentration camp, Auschwitz.



Miss Chanel Knight: 
English Teacher   

I have worked at Cockshut Hill for about three years, I completed my 
teacher training and PGCE through South Birmingham SCITT and elements 
of a Masters and PGDip through Birmingham City University, while being 
based predominantly at CHS, and for a short period at Archbishop Ilsley. 
While previously completing a combined honours degree in Drama and 
English from Manchester Metropolitan University.

My interests change throughout the different topics we study within the 
subject, however I do love going back to my dramatic roots and teaching 
the students about plays and theatre, exploring the histories behind some 
of our most loved stories. Beyond my subject area, I am interested in 
curriculum design, and finding new ways to expose our students to the 
different transferable practices through Edu research. 

I find it difficult to find just one book, at the moment, I am loving YA 
thrillers or detective fiction, such as One of Us is Lying by Karen McManus, 
however, a new book that is close to my heart, has made me laugh, cry, 
and wish, more than any book I have read has to be Five Feet Apart by 
Rachel Lippincott, Mikki Daughtry, and Tobias Laconis.

I can help you tap into the dramatist or historian within you, as they say 
'all the worlds a stage'!



Mrs Anna Simpson:
EAL teacher 

I have taught English as an Additional Language at Cockshut Hill for five 
years. Before that I was an English intervention tutor at a Birmingham 
secondary school, and prior to this I worked as a private tutor and family 
learning tutor with an additional six years as a mainstream English teacher 
in Portsmouth.

I enjoy adapting the curriculum to the needs of EAL learners and making it 
as accessible as possible.

My favourite book is Merle’s Door by Ted Kerasote and the book I most 
enjoy teaching is Golding’s Lord of the Flies.

I can help you with speaking, reading and writing if English is not your 
first language.



Miss Charlotte Lay:
English Teacher

I studied English Literature at both undergraduate and master’s level at 
Swansea University, before enrolling on the Teach First Programme, 
training via Birmingham City University. I have recently completed my PGDE 
and this is my third year at Cockshut Hill.

I have always particularly enjoyed teaching creative writing, and love 
teaching modern prose and poetry. Having specialised in Medieval and early 
modern literature during my studies, I am particularly looking forward to 
teaching the early elements of the History of the English Language scheme 
of work next year, which I have been involved with planning. I am also 
passionate about teaching a diverse set of writers, and try to include 
different genders, nationalities, cultural heritages, and classes in my 
classroom.

I always find it hard to pick just one book to call my favourite. If you put 
me on the spot, I would probably tell you either The Magicians by Lev 
Grossman, 1984 by George Orwell, or Life After Life by Kate Atkinson.

I can help you with finding a reading book that you will love, and will help 
you improve your reading!



Mrs Anna Maria Udeozo:
EAL Teacher

I joined Cockshut Hill School as an EAL teacher in 2015, having previously 
worked as an EAL (KS3 and KS4) and ESOL (KS5) teacher at another school 
in Birmingham. I have a bachelor’s degree in Philology-English Language 
Teaching from the Adam Mickiewicz University and a master’s degree in 
Applied Linguistics (Forensic Linguistics) from Aston University.

My interests lie in the areas of ELT (EAL, ESOL, EFL), CLIL, second language 
acquisition and applied linguistics, especially corpus-based discourse 
analysis. I have a particular interest in forensic linguistics, especially genre 
analysis of legal discourse.

Two of my favourite books are Misery by Stephen King and The Kite 
Runner by Khaled Hosseini.

I can help you develop your English language skills, including spelling, 
punctuation and grammar.



Miss Mica Singh: 
Newly Qualified English Teacher   

I have worked at Cockshut Hill for a year now through the Teach First 
Programme. I have a degree in Politics and International Relations from the 
University of Manchester, and I am now undertaking a PGDE with 
Birmingham City University.

This year, I have enjoyed teaching the modern novel, An Inspector Calls, 
and Non-Fiction Reading. I am excited by the prospect of teaching a History 
of Language scheme of work in the next year, and love having the 
opportunity to motivate and inspire our young people through literary and 
language learning.

A book I treasure is Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro, and a poem I live 
my life by is 'The Road Not Taken' by Robert Frost.

I can help you to read between the lines of fiction and non-fiction texts, 
produce deeper language analysis, and show you how to embed context 
for a richer piece of writing.



Mrs Raynah Thomas: 
Subject Leader for English   

My vision for the department is to have in every classroom and every lesson, 
teachers and students who are enthusiastic and engaged in their exploration of the 
subject. Written work will demonstrate pride and care and confidence in oracy will be 
demonstrated with students participating in discussion and sharing ideas with 
confidence and clarity.

Opportunities will be given for retrieval and deliberate practice, and almost all 
lessons will have at least a 10 minute period for extended writing.  Feedback, both 

verbal and written, will guide students to their next steps and clarify where there are 
misconceptions. 

Excellent modelling in line with the principles of Direct Instruction will be seen, and 
through well developed and up-to-date subject and pedagogical knowledge teachers 

will ensure students develop skills and understanding, and be able to make links 
between and within the disciplines of Language and Literature.

Raynah’s Vision



In line with Raynah’s vision, the wider department are working toward developing a 
curriculum which presents a depth and breadth of literary cannon for our students to 
investigate. We are expanding opportunities which help to build cultural capital and 
oracy in order to enrich our curriculum. We are routinely reviewing our Schemes of 
Work for ways to keep our content current and topical. Additionally, we are committed 
to close the reading gap by supporting our weakest students through a literacy 
initiative to develop phonics. 

Preparing our students for life beyond High School is important to us, and we aim to 
deliver this through the development of critical thinking, confidence, and leading our 
students to engage with different points of view, and reflect on their own. We have 
regular departmental CPD, take an evidence based approach to teaching and learning, 
and have begun to champion methods which help our students to develop their Long 
Term Memory, and build schema. Ultimately, we are teachers who care and want every 
success for our students.

Our department has a commitment to an exceptional work-life balance. We have a no 
weekend email policy in the department but we do have regular post-work get to and 
a lively and sociable WhatsApp group. 

Departmental Purpose



• Meet and greet the students at your door. If it is a KS3 class, they will begin the 
lesson with 15 minutes (approximately) independent reading, before the retrieval 
practice starter. If it is a KS4 class, they will complete the retrieval practice as soon 
as they enter the classroom.

• Dates and Driving Question, students are to copy these into their books. This 
question links to the ‘outcome’ of the lesson, and is designed to engage and enthuse 
them. 

• Throughout the lesson you will use the key teaching and learning principles – you 
may not use them all in the one lesson, this is okay!

• During the lesson their will be an independent task for the students to complete, 
giving us an opportunity to live mark and give feedback. 

• At the end of the lesson, make sure you virtually add SOAR points, both positive 
and negative. This can be done through Arbor, clicking on you class list and then 
‘Record SOAR’.

Lesson Structure



From September 2020, in the English department we will be setting homework virtually 
through SENECA learning. This is to be complete weekly for all classes.
This website is free to use and has different English resources for both Language and 
Literature, and KS3!
It is quick and easy to set up tasks for your classes, as well as self marking. Students 
can access this via a mobile device, tablet, laptop, or desk-top computer. 

The website can be found here:
https://app.senecalearning.com/login

English Homework



• Students complete a formative assessment piece (FAP) twice during a half term 
which is teacher marked.

• This is followed by a whole class feedback sheet for students to stick in their books 
with their FAP

• Any particular areas of weakness are revised or re taught in the next lesson, giving 
students the opportunity to complete a DIRT (directed improvement reflection time) 
task based on their previous errors. 

• The completion of the DIRT activity must be indicated through the students use of 
green pen, with a yellow highlighted box around the work. 

• Our teacher ‘markbook’ is electronic to keep note of student success in each area 
tested in the FAP.

Marking Policy



• Whole school briefings are at 8.25am every Monday in Warwick hall (currently 
virtually)

• Whole school meetings and CPD are after school every Tuesday from 
(approximately) 2-3pm

• This is followed by a faculty meeting from (approximately) 3-4pm

• If there is a Twilight session, these ‘meetings’ usually run from (approximately) 2-
6pm

• Further CPD for trainees, NQTs, and RQTs are held separately.

• These meetings are subject to change, please refer to the CPD calendar for more 
information. Meetings


