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Our vision
MFL at Cockshut Hill aims to build pupils’ 
communication and confidence through development 
of speaking, reading, listening and writing skills. 
Pupils are able to make links from prior learning to 
new topics and reflect on their understanding of the 
working of the language studied. Students broaden 
their horizons through cultural links and therefore 
become inquisitive and curious about the wider world.
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The department:
• Cathy Smyth : Curriculum Lead French and Spanish
• Zaffreen Kosir : Curriculum Expert in Urdu
• Stefania Stanete : RQT Spanish and French
• Ellen Cronin : 2nd Year Teach First Participant 
French and Spanish
• Lena Shimadry : NQT Spanish and French
• Emily Phillips : Whole school ITT co-ordinator, 
teacher of French and Spanish (maternity leave)
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Curriculum time
In Year 7 and 8, all students study either French or 
Spanish. At the end of Year 8, some students opt to 
change to study Urdu in Year 9. KS3 students have 
three lessons per fortnight. All lessons are seventy 
five minutes in duration.

At KS4, students have two lessons of seventy five 
minutes per week.
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Curriculum Structure : French and Spanish
Autumn 1 

Term
Autumn 2 

Term
Spring 1 Term Spring 2 Term Summer 1 

Term
Summer 2 

Term
Year 7 – KS3 Greetings and 

basics;
Numbers, dates , 

colours

Describing 
myself and 

others
School Freetime Town and Area House and Home

Year 8 – KS3 
Holidays in the 

past
Food and Drink Clothing Technology The body and 

illness

Future plans 
using the near 
future tense

Year 9 – KS3 
Comparing 

different people

Using the 
conditional 
tense to 

describe ideal 
relationships

House and home Town and area School Freetime

Year 10 –
GCSE Theme 1: 

Relationships and 
Technology

Theme 1: 
Freetime and 
Festivals

Theme 2: 
Home and 
Local area.

Environment

Theme 2: Social 
issues -

Charities and 
healthy living

Theme 2: 
Holidays and 

Travel

Theme 3 : My 
current 
studies

Year 11 –
GCSE Theme 3: 

Education
Post-16

Theme 3 : 
Future 
employment

Filling the 
gaps.
Speaking
exam 
preparation

Skills based 
exam prep

Skills based 
exam prep
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Curriculum Structure : Urdu
Autumn 1 

Term
Autumn 2 

Term
Spring 1 Term Spring 2 Term Summer 1 

Term
Summer 2 

Term
Year 9 – KS3 

Introduction to 
Urdu alphabet 

and characters. 
Recognising 

initial middle and 
end form of 

letters.

Continue 
understanding 

of initial, 
middle and 
end form of 

alphabet 
letters and 

begin making 
simple joins.

Making joins 
from 2-5 letters.

Grammar –
nouns & 

pronouns, post 
positions

Grammar –
singular and 
plural & 3 

tenses (past, 
present & 

future) with 
verb 

conjugation

Introductions

Year 10 –
GCSE Theme 1: 

Relationships and 
free time

Theme 2: 
Home and 
Local area.

Environment

Theme 3 : My 
current 
studies

Theme 3: 
Education Post-

16 & future 
employment

Theme 2: 
Holidays and 

Travel

Theme 1: 
Customs & 
Festivals

Year 11 –
GCSE Theme 2: 

Global & 
Social  Issues

Theme 1 : 
Technology

Filling the 
gaps.
Speaking
exam 
preparation

Skills based 
exam prep

Skills based 
exam prep



Lesson structure: Following the 
Cockshut Principles
1. Do now activity – completed in silence, based on retrieval from 

previous learning
2. Explanation – Each lesson has a driving question that focuses the 

learning of students. 

3. Modelling – working through examples together

4. Questioning – checking and probing for understanding, identifying 
misconceptions

5. Deliberate practice – students work independently

6. Feedback – students get regular live 
feedback in lessons

The	Cockshut Principles	come	from	
“Making	Every	Lesson	Count”	– Allison	and	
Tharby.	They	are	heavily	influenced	by	
Rosenshine’s “Principles	of	 Instruction”7



Assessment: 
KS3: 
Summative:
There are two formal assessment points. One is a school 
assessment and the other is a Trust Wide Assessment. 
They are in listening, reading and writing. Students are 
given a grade from D1 to E3 (developing, assured, 
extended) based on their score.

Formative:
Students have a formative assessment point (“FAP”) each 
half term. They have a maximum of 3 success criteria 
which are graded red, amber or green based on teacher 
judgement. Students receive a whole class feedback 
sheet (WCFS) and complete their individual target to 
improve in green pen in their books.
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Assessment: 
KS4:
Summative
Assessment Point 1 (AP1) in Year 10 is comprised of past paper questions 
based solely on the topics covered in Autumn 1. Assessment Point 2 is a 
past paper series in listening, reading and writing. Students receive a grade 
based on the AQA grade boundaries. Speaking assessments take place in 
the summer term using the stimulus from AQA.

In Year 11, Students complete a speaking assessment in October and their 
PPEs in January. These are combined to give them their mock exam grade.

Formative
In KS4, students also have FAPs as in KS3. 
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Feedback
Teachers are expected to offer live feedback each 
lesson – this may be verbal or written. Students have the 
opportunity to peer and self assess using green pen. 
Teachers use red pen.

FAPs and Assessments are deep marked and feedback 
given in writing.

WCFS are used after assessments to signpost strengths 
and areas for improvement at class level. Students are 
directed to a task based on their areas for improvement.
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Homework:
As per the school’s policy, KS3 students receive one 
piece of homework per fortnight and KS4 students 
receive one piece weekly. These are monitored and 
reviewed in class.

In KS3 this is based on reviewing and learning vocabulary 
and structures. KS3 homework is set departmentally with 
staff taking responsibility for different year groups –
decided at department meetings. KS4 staff set homework 
for their individual classes – this might be from the 
revision guide workbook, using exam pro to set past 
paper questions or a task designed by the teacher.
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Extra curricular / Cultural Capital

• We have a “daytrip to France” planned – hopefully 
rescheduled for Spring 2021, taking 30 KS3 students 
to Boulougne.
• Last year we took 10 Year 9 Students on a Routes 
into Languages day at the University of 
Wolverhampton and hope to continue this in this 
academic year.
• We run Yr 11 booster sessions after school as per 
the whole school revision programme. 
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Department meetings:
Department meetings are scheduled as part of the Whole School 
meeting schedule on Tuesdays from 2pm-4pm. They are an 
inclusive space for everyone to be able to participate. Debate 
and challenge is welcomed.

We meet in G49, and meetings might include:
- Curriculum design – reflecting on what we have done and how 
it can be improved.
- Teaching and Learning – Reviewing and sharing good practice.
- Assessment – Reviewing and updating. Planning for reteaches 
after an assessment. Feedback on class / cohort performance.

- CPD – We share and feedback on CPD undertaken. When a 
member of the team has attended an outside course, they 
present to the team and produce a handout so that the whole 
team benefits. 13



Acronyms
• FAPs – Formative Assessment Points
• WCFS – Whole Class Feedback Sheets
• PPEs – Past Paper Exams
• RAMs – Raising Achievement Meetings – signposting 
intervention strategies at class and department 
level.

14


