Dear Parent/Carer,
This is a message about the importance about school attendance from September 2020.
I would like to thank our parents/carers for all the support you have given in returning our young
people to school during this time. Cockshut Hill have put in place various preventative measures to
ensure are students could return and to reassure so they would be confident in the steps we have
taken. Alongside this, the school have added additional support for families requiring it at this time.
As a result of ensuring our school is the best environment for students and staff, the measures taken
have ensured that our school attendance is approximately 5% above the national average. This is a
fantastic achievement and shows the depth of our student/parent/school partnership, which will
continue to strengthen.
Cockshut Hill School is continuing to work in partnership with parents/carers and Birmingham City
Council to encourage children back into school following several very difficult months for parents
and schools. We all appreciate how difficult the past few months have been for all involved. When
schools were able to open in September, it was widely welcomed.
In March 2020 the government made it clear that no parent would be penalised or sanctioned for
their child’s non-attendance at school at that time due to the Covid-19 outbreak. Schools were then
closed to all but a specific group of pupils; those of key workers and vulnerable children.
In September the circumstances changed, as it was vital for all children to return to school to
minimise, as far as possible, the longer-term impact of the pandemic on their education, wellbeing
and wider development. We know that children missed being with their friends and the wider social
aspects of school.
Missing out on more time in the classroom risks pupils falling further behind. Those with higher
overall absence tend to achieve less well in both primary and secondary school. School attendance
is therefore compulsory again from the beginning of the autumn term.
This meant from September 2020 the usual rules on school attendance applied, including:
•
•
•

parents’ duty to send their child to school regularly where they are of compulsory school age;
schools’ responsibilities to record attendance and follow up absence
the availability of local authorities to use legal sanctions, including penalty notices.

Legal sanctions to enforce good attendance would only be considered as a last resort, as Cockshut
Hill will always aim to prioritise support for your child/ren and yourselves to encourage good
attendance. If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us. We will be
able to reassure parents about the protective measures we have in place. Alongside this, we will be
able to advise of any internal support we can offer as well as putting you in touch with other agencies,
should this be required.
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In addition, the School and Local Authority firmly believe that parents should not take children out of
school for a family holiday or other term time leave. It is unlikely that any leave will be authorised by
the Head Teacher after so much enforced absence from school. The more your child is in school, the
more they will catch up.
Family emergencies need careful consideration. It is not always appropriate or in the best interests of
the child to miss school for emergencies which are being dealt with by adult family members.
No school or local authority wants to take legal action, and every attempt to resolve parents’
concerns and improve a child’s attendance will be made before any formal action is considered.
After so much disruption to your child/ren’s education over recent months, the most important thing
is that school and parents work together to get children back into education in school. The school is
ready to listen so please contact us if you have any worries and we will try to help you.
We wish you and your child all the best for this academic year.
Kind regards,

Arlene Croydon
Assistant Principal – Personal Development
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Did you know?
Attendance during 1
school year.
90%
80%
70%

Equals this number of days
absence
19 days
38 days
57 days

Approximate number of weeks absence per
academic year
4 weeks
8 weeks
11.5 weeks

PLEASE NOTE: Children who have 10 or more (5 days) unauthorised absences will be referred to
the School Education & Welfare Officer and the Local Authority.
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