
Parent Literacy Challenge:
Transition 2020 SUMMIT LEARNING TRUST

3.
My name is Miss Stallard and I am the Year 7 Achievement Leader at Cockshut Hill School. I hope 
that this message finds you well and you are all staying safe during these uncertain times. 

Due to the current situation, your child has been out of education for the last 10 weeks which has 
had an impact on the way that they have been learning. At Cockshut Hill, our enthusiastic and 
dedicated staff and I will support your child as much as possible to eliminate any learning deficits 
in their knowledge. I will be there to assist your child to ensure a smooth transition to secondary 
education.

With this in mind, if you have any queries, please feel free to contact me:
 kate.stallard@cockshuthill.org.uk 

Literacy is one of the most important skills we can support your child with at secondary school as it runs throughout 
all subjects and beyond. We have set a number of challenges for your child to work through as many or as few as they can 

and here is some additional support to help you support your child.

What does an adjective do in a sentence?

An adjective describes a noun, focusing 
on size, shape, colour etc.

Can you explain what the term 
‘etymology’ is? 

It is the study of the origin of 
words and the way in which 
their meanings have changed 
throughout history.

Can you find examples of these 
punctuation marks in texts around 
your home: ? ! … ; .

This could be from a physical book 
or an online text.

Can you explain the term ‘syntax’?

The arrangement of words and phrases to 
create sentences that make grammatical 
sense.

Can you explain to someone 
when you would use a capital 
letter in a sentence?

A capital letter is used at the start 
of a sentence or for proper nouns 
(names of people, places etc.)

Can you recite the alphabet, 
correctly, - time yourself, how 
quickly can you do it?

Knowing the alphabet is vital for 
being able to use a dictionary and 
thesaurus accurately and quickly.

Can I read out loud to someone for 5 
minutes?

Reading out loud has so many benefits, it 
doesn’t matter who is being read to, just 
having the chance to do it will help!

How and why would you use a 
contents page?

A contents page can be found 
in a non-fiction text and explains 
what information is in a book and 
where it can be found.

What is the difference between a 
dictionary and thesaurus? 

A dictionary gives definitions 
of words but a thesaurus offers 
alternatives words that could be 
used to vary vocabulary choice.

Can you think of a list of common noun 
of things found in your home that begin 
with each letter of the alphabet?

Common nouns are everyday items such 
as apple, ball, cat etc.

Can you write an acrostic poem 
with your name using adjectives 
to describe who you are?

An acrostic poem, the first letter 
of each line spells a word. The 
word is the subject of the poem.

Can you create some portmanteau 
words? Some examples are: 
hangry, motel, brunch

A portmanteau word is a new word 
blending the sounds and combining 
the meanings of two others.
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How can you continue to 
support Literacy at Home?

Libraries close to Cockshut Hill:
•	 Sheldon Library
317 Brays Rd, Birmingham B26 2RJ 
0121 464 3512
•	 South Yardley Library 
Yardley Rd, Yardley, Birmingham B25 8LT 
0121 464 1944
•	 Glebe Farm Library 
52 Glebe Farm Rd, Birmingham B33 9NA
0121 464 4210

Some Reading 
Recommendations:
•	 The	London	Eye	Mystery	by	
Siobhan Dowd. How can someone 
disappear	from	the	London	Eye?
•	 Girl	of	Ink	and	Stars	by	KM	
Hargrave.	A	map-maker’s	daughter,	
a missing friend & a fire demon!
•	 Percy	Jackson	and	the	Lightning	
Thief (& series) by Riordan. Drama, 
battles and Greek mythology!
•	 King	of	Shadows	by	Susan	
Cooper. Time-travel back to 
Shakespeare’s	Globe.	Superb	writing.
•	 The	Bubble	Boy	by	Stewart	
Foster. Because of his health, 
11-year-old Joe is stuck in hospital. 
And	yet…

During the time your child will be with 
us at Cockshut Hill School, we provide them 
with a variety of strategies to support literacy, 
including:

•	 Tutor	Reading	Programme	
•	 Fortnightly	Library	lessons
•	 Accelerated	Reader	Programme
•	 Analysis,	and	use	of,	reading	ages
•	 Phonics	based	initiative	to	support	selected		
 year 7 students
•	 DEAR	Time
•	 Clubs	and	activities	in	the	library
•	 Classroom	discussion
•	 Vocabulary	acquisition	strategies
•	 Whole	school	events.	

Top tips for reading with your child:

•	 Choose	a	quiet	and	comfortable	space	–		
 avoid busy areas where you might get   
 disturbed by other family members
•	 Make	sure	you	choose	a	time	where	you		 	
	 don’t	feel	rushed
•	 Ask	your	child	why	they	chose	this	book		 	
 and take an interest
•	 Become	a	reading	role	model	yourself	–		 	
 read in front of your child and regularly
	 discuss	what	you’re	reading.	Involve	the		 	
 whole family! 
•	 Think	of	an	appropriate	method	of	
incentivising/rewarding your child for reading at 
home.

“A reader lives a thousand lives before he dies . . . The man 
who never reads lives only one.” – George R.R. Martin


