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Dear Parents/Carers  
 
I hope you and your families remain safe and well.  
 
As you will have seen from recent national government announcements we are beginning to prepare for the re-
opening of schools later this half term for our Year 10 students. I can assure you that I do not know any more 
details than you as I hear the information from the government and Department for Education at the same time as 
you do. I hope that we can, when it’s safe to do so, bring in more year groups to enable your children to get back 
to attending school and their lessons. We are all missing the children and hope to hear more positive news in the 
near future about the plans for a full return to school. 
 
One piece of news that you will be pleased to hear is that we have made a few appointments in mathematics, 
history and science over the last few weeks so the school will be fully staffed from September with subject experts 
in all areas. This will support your children in their learning and enable us to continue making the rapid progress in 
outcomes and reputation that we have enjoyed over the last couple of years. As you will remember our school was 
in the top 1% of improved schools nationally last year based on the progress children made and we are now a 
school performing at the national average. Staffing is such an important element in our next improvement journey 
to make at least good progress for our students. 
 
Teachers are working really hard at home planning lessons for your children to access and thank you to you as 
parents/carers in supporting and encouraging your children to engage with the work. When we return those children 
who have continued their learning at home will find the transition back to school life so much easier.  
Teachers have also been working on their curriculum and resources in preparation for our return, in addition to 
accessing a multitude of online professional learning courses to develop their own practice. I am very proud of all 
the staff at the school on how well they have managed at this unprecedented time. 
I know many of you have been pleased to be receiving regular phone calls from members of our support staff to 
check on your children, something that I know many schools, including the school my children go to, have not done 
during the school lockdown. 
 
Re-opening of Schools  
During half term the Department for Education made further announcements on the plans to re-open schools. As 
mentioned earlier, we have been instructed to encourage key worker and any vulnerable children to continue to 
come into school but have also been informed that from Monday 15th June we can invite Year 10 students.  
I have written separately to Year 10 parents informing them of our plans; we are working on up to 20% of the year 
group coming into school each day to work in Warwick Hall with English and maths teachers. By doing this we feel 
we can maintain all safety guidelines and provide Year 10 with some vital learning in their preparation for their final 
year at the school and sitting their GCSEs next May.  
 
Well-being  
There is a fantastic dedicated area of the website with information about well-being support for young people. 
Click here to find the latest information. 
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Arbor Parent/Carer App 
It has been great to receive notification from our Support Team that we now have all parent/carer email 
addresses and we have subsequently launched this App. I have been told today that 46% of you have already 
activated your account. This will be a really important tool for us going forward in being able to communicate with 
you in an efficient way, it will save the school a lot of money in postage and sending text messages! 
 
The Arbor App will be the main area where all parents and carers can view key information regarding their 
children. 
This will include the following: 

• Adding and amending personal information 
• Seeing your child’s lessons 
• Downloading report cards 
• Seeing your child’s attendance 
• Tracking your child’s behaviour 
• Booking a meeting 
• Seeing your child’s exam information 
• Viewing your child’s subject grades and marks. 

 
At the moment we have switched on limited features but we will be releasing all the other key features over the 
coming weeks and months. We will obviously notify all parents when this happens. 
 
If you are yet to activate your account please do so, if you have any issues with it please email the school on 
enquiry@cockshuthill.org.uk 
 
Thank you once again for your continued support.  
 
 
Stay Safe 
 
 

 
 
 
Jason Bridges 
Principal 
 


