May 11th 2020
Dear Parents / Carers
As of today, your children have missed 26 school days at Cockshut Hill. Although this number does not sound a lot it has
seemed like an eternity! All of our staff are really missing the children and look forward, when the time is right, to return to
school once more.
Today was actually due to be the first day of GCSE examinations, so I’d like to send my best wishes to our Year 11 students,
I hope they are busy reading and researching their post 16 courses that they hopefully go on to study in the new academic
year. Our Trust partners Solihull Sixth Form College have produced some excellent resources to support this transition so
any students attending should be looking on the website for details. I’m sure other colleges will be doing a similar thing.
Thank you for your cooperation in sharing your email details with our support staff these last few weeks, this will really support
our communication with you going forward as we will be encouraging you to sign up for our Arbor Parent/Carer App (details
coming soon). This will mean that you will be able to access many things about your child’s education such as timetable,
SOAR points and academic progress in addition to us being able to send ‘push notifications’ of letters such as this.
Re-opening of Schools
Last night the Prime Minister announced the road map to the country coming out of lockdown and defeating COVID-19, with
regards to education the main points were;
• From June 1st at the earliest, there may be a phased return of Primary schools, to start with Reception, Year 1 and
Year 6.
• It is hoped that Year 10 students will be able to spend ‘some time with their teachers’ before the summer holidays.
More information on the practicalities of this are due throughout this week so please do look out for Government, Department
for Education and our own updates.
There will also be a large degree of flexibility in these plans as the Government responds to the R (Rate of Infection)
throughout the coming weeks. It is really important that we all continue to follow the social distancing rules and this is forming
the major part of our plans for a return to school in the future. I am sure this is an area you are also enforcing with your
children at home and in your local communities.
Distance Learning
We have received a lot of positive feedback regarding our distance learning provision. Staff have worked really hard to look
at new ways to provide learning opportunities for your children. They are beginning to video instructions now and some year
10 teachers are trialling more interactive lessons on our Microsoft Teams package. We will continue to review this provision
to ensure that we are getting the balance right so your feedback continues to be important. All students can continue to
access this work here via the Student Portal on our website.
With such a large student community, it is perhaps inevitable that some students are finding it easier to focus on distance
learning than others. It is important that students (and parents/carers!) do not put too much pressure on themselves at this
time. We are asking you to do your best. I want to reassure you that our planning for reopening will consider ways to ensure
that students do not fall behind with their academic studies.
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On-line safety
I want to emphasise again the importance of on-line safety during a time when children are spending more time on-line than
ever before. There is a useful resource for parents on the website here.
Contact with Students
It has been fantastic to hear all the positive stories from our Pastoral Team as they continue to phone all of you at least
fortnightly for an update on your children. Please do let them know any concerns you have as they can signpost you to the
correct support.
Well-being
There is a fantastic dedicated area of the website with information about well-being support for young people. Click here to
find the latest information.
Thank you once again for your support.
I will obviously keep you all updated over the coming weeks with all plans for the school and our return, hopefully soon via
the Parent/Carer Arbor App.
At times like these it really does show the true character of people and I can honestly say that I have seen ‘Nothing But The
Best’ from our staff, students and community at this time. I am so proud to be connected to Cockshut Hill School.
Stay Safe

Jason Bridges
Principal
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