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3 April 2020 
 
Dear Parents & Carers 
 
Well this is not my usual end of term letter to you all!  First and foremost, I hope that you, your children, family and 
friends are all well. This is an unprecedented time and the most important thing is that we all Stay Safe! I ring 
members of our staff here every day and have heard some lovely stories of how they are reveling in the opportunity 
to do their own ‘home schooling’ with their own children.  Although for those with younger children I think they are 
finding it a little more ‘tiring’ than teaching your children!  Out of desperate times we all need to take hold of these 
silver linings and make the most of spending more time with our loved ones! 
 
I have been really pleased to hear how well our students have been doing in accessing work online from our student 
portal.  Year 10 are beginning to use ‘Microsoft Teams’ with their teachers which is something we had planned to 
bring in from September 2020 but have fast forwarded due to the current situation.  Staff are piloting with Year 10s 
currently with a view to roll out to KS3 students in the near future.  I know from my conversations with staff who are 
parents that many of them are accessing some free online resources from celebrities like Joe Wicks, David 
Walliams, BBC Bitesize and Mr Bruff's daily tutorials on YouTube as I’m sure many of you are too.  In addition to 
school work I am sure you are encouraging your children to do other things and keep active.  It’s really important 
(as a father of two teenage boys) to get them out and about and I enjoy my daily battle to get one of them off the 
X-Box!  Although we are expecting students to be completing work daily we understand that for some parents this 
may create a stressful situation whilst in isolation.  Should you be finding this difficult please do not worry and feel 
free to discuss any concerns with the pastoral team when they call. 
 
We are fortunate as a school to be able to support some ‘Key Workers’ who are able to send their children into 
school as usual so they can continue to do their shifts for the NHS.  Our staff feel very proud to do their bit to enable 
this to happen.  The school will remain open at Easter for a small number of key worker children and I have been 
inundated by staff willing to come into school and volunteer to supervise them over the holiday.  Teachers have 
been setting work as you know on our student portal but no new work will be uploaded after Friday 3rd April until 
recommencing on Monday 20th April as quite rightly, our staff will be on holiday over the Easter break. 
 
I had the very difficult task yesterday of writing to our current Year 11s to wish them well in the future.  It’s been 
really hard for us all but as I’m sure you will appreciate especially the Year 11s who still don’t know officially how 
they will access their final grades.  We should hear more details around Easter but I’m sure you will join me in 
wishing them well in their calculated exam results and their chosen college course next year.  We will be inviting 
them back in the Autumn for a leavers assembly where we will get the chance to say goodbye to them properly. 
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I’d like to also take this opportunity to thank the following teachers for their service to the school as they move on 
to new schools and challenges; 
 
Mr. Barclay our Head of History and SOAR coordinator has gained a promotion to Assistant Head teacher at nearby 
Smiths Wood School.  Mr. Whitaker our Science Lead Practitioner has gained a promotion to Head of Science and 
is relocating down to Hertfordshire and Ms. Begum our EAL Higher Level Teaching Assistant is leaving to train as 
a primary teacher. 
 
Mr. Dutton one of our Assistant Principals is also retiring at the end of this month. I will miss him greatly both 
professionally and personally.  Having worked with him for nearly 20 years I relied on his support greatly in my first 
year at Cockshut Hill.  I don’t doubt we have seen the last of him though! 
 
We are looking at developing an App from our new Management Information System called Arbor that you can use 
to gain even greater communication with the school, so please do let us know your email address, if you haven’t 
already and any changes to contact details as soon as possible.  Also, especially at this difficult time, I’d encourage 
you all to view our website and twitter account on a daily basis for all latest information. 
 
Many thanks for your continued support of our school and its staff 
 
Stay Safe 
 

 
 
Jason Bridges 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 


