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LEARNING TRUST

Dear stakeholders,

This term has certainly been a busy one for 
Summit Learning Trust and I would like to 
thank you for your ongoing support. I hope 
you enjoy reading the articles in this round-
up which gives you a flavour of what goes on 
across our Trust.

We have had two Ofsted inspections, at 
Pegasus and at Ninestiles this term. Both 
inspections went very well, and in both, 
inspectors referenced the strong and 
influential work of the Trust improvement 
team and leadership, which was very 
pleasing. The best part of any Summit 
inspection is the way in which all colleagues 
and communities come together to offer 
support to the academy being inspected. 
This truly demonstrates the fact that we are 
indeed #scalingtheheightstogether. We look 
forward to publishing the inspection reports 
when available.

Our Trust priorities this academic year are 
focused on curriculum, behaviour and well-
being. Our executive team and academy 
leaders are working hard on all three to 
ensure we provide the very best teaching and 
learning, encourage the best behaviour from 
our students to support this, and ensure our 
staff and students ensure their well-being and 
that of others is always at the forefront of their 
minds.

I would like to take this opportunity to wish all 
our stakeholders a wonderful Christmas and 
New Year – and here’s to the exciting climb 
ahead of us in 2020.

Catherine Anwar

CEO
Summit Learning Trust

Welcome

Year 6 Experiences
Year 6 at Erdington Hall have had an 
extremely busy term. In October, they worked 
alongside the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust 
to become tour guides for the day. This 
is the fourth year running that Erdington 
Hall has been part of the project and each 
year, the pupils become more articulate, 
knowledgeable and enthusiastic. The 
children have a script to learn, that they then 
share with members of the public in 4 of the 
Birthplace Trusts properties: Shakespeare’s 
Birthplace, Shakespeare’s New Place, Anne 
Hathaway’s Cottage and Hall’s Croft. 
Members of the public were amazed at how 
much the pupils knew about the Tudors and 
Shakespeare and how confident they were at 
sharing their knowledge. 

Year 6 also travelled to the NEC in 
November to attend the World Skills Show. It 
was a fantastic day, where the pupils had the 
chance to find out about hundreds of jobs 
available in the future and what skills and 
qualifications are needed to do those jobs. 
The pupils got to talk to professionals and 
take part in hands-on activities, including 
first aid, firefighting, mechanics, the armed 
forces, hair and beauty, cooking, travel, 
finance and digital robots. The conversations 
on the day and back in school shows how 
focused the pupils are on their future and the 
ambitions they have.

Christmas Fayre
Christmas has definitely descended upon 
Erdington Hall this year. For the first time 
in many years, we held our first Christmas 
Fayre. The school was decorated and even 
featured a grotto in our library. All staff took 
responsibility for a stall at the event including: 
hook a duck, various tombolas, nail painting, 
biscuit decorating, bauble decorating, lucky 
dip, a book sale and 
even a chance to have a 
photograph with Santa! 
The support from the 
community was fantastic 
and we managed to 
raise just over £600 in 
less than an hour! We 
can’t wait to hold more 
events later in the year.

SUMMIT LEARNING TRUST
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In October 2019, President of the Solihull 
Chamber of Commerce, Robert Elliot, presented 
the first Solihull Chamber of Commerce 
President’s award to Isabella King in Year 11. 
This special award was for demonstrating 
stellar entrepreneurial skills which very much so 
impressed the Chamber President.
 
Robert met Isabella in June 2019 whilst 
presenting an assembly to Year 10 students.   
At that meeting Robert learnt that Isabella had 
set up her own business to raise funds for an 
adventure ahead. Isabella, set up her own small 
company selling stationery in order to raise 
funds for a World Scout Jamboree trip to West 
Virginia, USA in the summer. The Jamboree 
was attended by 60,000 scouts from across the 
world, with 36 scouts, including Isabella, from 
Birmingham attending the event.     
 
Robert presented Isabella with her award at 
Lyndon School. Robert said, “I am delighted to 
present Isabella with the first Solihull Chamber 
of Commerce President’s award. I wanted this 
award to go to an organisation, initiative, or 
a person that had left a lasting impression on 
me since I started my presidency. My passion is 
business engaging with education, in fact it is 
my aim as president this year to boost business 
engagement with educational institutions across 
Solihull and beyond. Isabella displayed some 
fantastic entrepreneurial skills, is a true team 
player and ultimately succeeded in achieving 
her goal. Well done Isabella on winning this 
award, it is very well-deserved.”

Congratulations to Lyndon School’s Year 11 
student Noor Rahman pictured with Mr Butt, 
Principal of Lyndon School, who has secured 
a winter training place with the Warwickshire 
County Cricket Under 18s.  Noor currently plays 
for Sheldon Marlborough Cricket Team and has 
just been selected from over 60 players to gain 
one of the 12 prestigious places. Noor is hoping 
to make county squad in the near future. We 
look forward to watching Noor’s cricket career 
progress! 

Commerce Award County Cricket

Pegasus hosted their first ever Christmas Fair, 
organised by the Friends of Pegasus this term. 
It was a huge success with an amazing turnout 
from pupils and their families. There were lots of 
festive stalls from Reindeer food, Miss Wardle’s 
Chocolate shop to glitter tattoos and even 
Father Christmas made a guest appearance! 
We raised a whopping £626.50. Thank you to 
all our stakeholders who supported us.

Pegasus Christmas Fair

Pupils at Pegasus Primary have had the 
opportunity to take their learning beyond the 
classroom this term. Experiences ranging from 
Autumnal walks as part of Reception’s project 
‘Why do Squirrels hide their nuts?’ to the Sea Life 
Centre as part of Year 4’s ‘Blue Abyss’ project to 
Year 6 experiencing life underground ‘down a 
mine’ as part of their ‘Revolution’ project and 
not forgetting the day the T Rex came to Pegasus! 

Cultural Capital at Pegasus

SUMMIT LEARNING TRUST
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Two Ninestiles students, Maison (Year 10) and 
Jay-J Whiston (Year 7), both volunteer regularly 
with the Fox Hollies Community Association, 
which was recently nominated for a Queen’s 
Award for Voluntary Service.  The boys regularly 
support children’s play schemes, and organise 
community cafés and youth kitchens. 

At the end of October, Mr Heekin took a number 
of Ninestiles Young Carers to the Rockley Water 
Sports Centre in Birmingham.  The event was 
held in partnership with the 1851 Trust, who help 
to provide free sailing experiences for children 
aged 11 to 14 years. Mr Heekin was surprised 
at how engaged students were and how quickly 
they picked it up—it is not an easy skill to master.  
The students had a wonderful time and were a 
credit to the school.

Reward for volunteer work

Young Carers

SUMMIT LEARNING TRUST
Ninestiles An Academy

In addition to this trip, the Young Carers had a 
fabulous (and tasty!) trip to Cadbury World in 
December and are invited to a special lunch 
with Mr Hughes, Principal of Ninestiles during 
the last week of term, in recognition of the 
challenges they face at home, on top of those 
at school.

Maison and Jay-J were invited to an event on 
14th November, which was attended by the 
Deputy Lieutenant for the West Midlands, and 
received volunteer awards. Maison has also 
recently received the Sue Mitchell Young Person’s 
Award 2019, to celebrate his voluntary work in 
the community.  The FHCA, their family and the 
school are incredibly proud of their commitment 
and achievement.

This term The Oaklands have had a focus on parental and community engagement. Along with 
various workshops including reading and mathematics, we introduced ‘Boys, Books and Biscuits’ and 
‘Women, Words and Waffles’. As the titles suggest, this was an opportunity to share books and food 
with loved ones. Both events were a great success. 

Parental Engagement

Also as part of our parental engagement focus, 
we have established a ‘Friends of The Oaklands’ 
twitter page. Included in this has been the 
Christmas Advent Calendar. Staff (and parent) 
volunteers have kindly recorded themselves 
reading to their family and pets to share with 
our families and anyone who is interested and 
hopefully encourage more bedtime reading! 

Please take a look: 
https://freemotely.wixsite.com/advent

Advent Calendar    

SUMMIT LEARNING TRUST
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Back in May of this year I became the schools Pastoral Intervention Manager, a new role that 
involves taking a preventative approach to supporting students with their behaviour, mental health 
and emotional well-being. This has seen the creation and embedding of a number of bespoke 
intervention programmes including one-to-one and group mentoring, mindfulness and conflict 
resolution. Whilst students are referred to these interventions for a variety of reasons, the premise 
behind the work remains the same for all and revolves around three core principles.
 
1) Encourage a calm, safe, non-judgemental environment whereby our 
students feel able to express themselves and listened to.
 
2) Enhance the emotional literacy of our students, giving them the tools 
and knowledge to demonstrate greater self-awareness & resilience.

3) Engage our students in the ethos & values of their school through 
mutual respect and meeting their respective needs. 

At 11am on 11th November 2019 Cockshut 
Hill celebrated their annual remembrance day 
event. This is the 4th year since the introduction 
of this event and it gets better every year.

Once again the weather was kind – sunny 
and crisp, and students impeccably observed 
the whole event. After a short introduction to 
the background of remembrance and why it 
is so important, Mohammed Ameen, head 
boy, delivered the poem of the Unknown 
Soldier beautifully. This was then followed by 
an immaculate rendition of the last post from 
Mrs Pilkington. The one minute silence which 
follows the last post allowed us all to take in the 
enormity of the occasion and what others have 
sacrificed for us to live the lives we do today.

A staple of the Cockshut Hill calendar, the 
remembrance event is loved by one and all.

Success in Mentoring with Mr March

Remembrance Day

SUMMIT LEARNING TRUST

As I reflect on the first six-months of the 
intervention programmes, I am hugely 
encouraged by both the progress and results that 
we are seeing already. In some cases, students 
involved have reduced their consequences by 
over 50% compared to last year whilst others 
have made significant improvements to their 
attendance. Promoting a positive and proactive 
culture around mental health & well-being in 
our school continues to be at the forefront of my 
work and this is evidenced by our participation 
in the ‘Carnegie Centre of Excellence for Mental 
Health in Schools Award’. My hope is that 
our involvement in this award will support our 
fantastic staff & students alike whilst also helping 
us to become standard bearers for our approach 
to mental health in school, across the trust and 
indeed Birmingham. I’m looking forward to 
building upon the work we’ve done so far and 
updating you again later in the academic year. 

Mr March, Cockshut Hill School 

Yarnfield pupils have had an exciting start to their 
curriculum project work with fantastic fun packed 
learning experiences inside and outside of school. 
This has included a visit from a dinosaur in Year 
One where our pupils became mini historians and 
scientists investigating the Dinosaur Planet. Also as 
part of promoting British Values in curriculum learning, 
pupils in Year Three and Four have had the fabulous 
opportunity to visit a religious place of worship to a 
Gudwara or a Mosque. This was a great experience 
in learning about mutual respect for different cultures 
and faiths. Our pupils in Early Years went on a 
magical tour to Hatton Adventure World to learn 
about Christmas. They had a special surprise when 
they were given a magic key leading to Santa’s grotto. 
We have many more experiences planned throughout 
the year to give our pupils those real life experiences 
to inspire and enhance curriculum learning.

Yarnfield has many talented musicians in the 
making through our Wider Opportunities music 
program run by Services for Education. Pupils 
in Year Four put on a spectacular musical 
performance for parents after learning how to 
play the ukulele, samba drums, djembe drums 
and steel pans. It was simply amazing and 
their parents were gleaming with pride as they 
watched and listened to the fantastic songs 
and beats that pupils performed. A wonderful 
musical extravaganza!

Learning Experiences Musical Extravaganza

SUMMIT LEARNING TRUST
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Two talented musicians at Solihull Sixth Form College shared a music bursary from the Heartfield-
Wharam Scholarship after auditioning at a public concert this week.

Alex Polack (aged 17, from Moseley) and Kathryn Welch (aged 18 from Shirley) each won £150 
to spend on music tuition from an eminent performer of their choice. They beat off competition 
from nine other students to win the prize and impressed the judges with their performances. Alex 
performed “Pure Imagination” from “Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory” on the Trumpet, 
while Kathryn sang “I Dreamed a Dream” from “Les Miserables”.

This bursary was set up in memory of two great musicians who strongly supported music in 
Solihull and at the College. Roy Heartfield was the original Head of Music at the College, who 
died in post in 1992, while Margaret Wharam was the former Head of Music at Malvern Hall 
and Head Organist at Solihull Methodist Church. The first winner of this prize was in 1994 and 
for the last 25 years the scholarship fund has continued.

Music teacher Chris Phelps commented, “It is always difficult to pick a winner especially when the 
performances are so contrasting, so this year we decided that both Kathryn and Alex deserved 
recognition. Congratulations to them both for their brilliant performances, and well done to all 
the students for taking on the challenge of performing in front of a live audience. It provided 
them all with an excellent opportunity to develop their talents, which will stand them in very good 
stead for their Music A level. Many of our students continue their Music studies at universities or 
conservatoires where performing remains vital to their success.”

7th Year Visiting Gambia
While in The Gambia, the students spent every 
morning at the school and taught the children 
(aged 4 to 6) in small groups. Many of the activities 
that the students undertook with the children were 
active and visual, such as singing, colouring, 
word and picture matching and there were lots 
of outdoor fun and games too. The Gambian 
children are used to ‘rote learning’ in very large 
classes, so this more personalised attention was a 
rare treat for them.

Student Simrit Bahia went on the trip and 
commented: “I so enjoyed visiting the school and 
working with the children. It gave me a real insight 
into how different our lives are.”

Fellow Team Gambia member Erin Hitchcock 
added: “Seeing all of the hard work we’d done in 
the build up to the trip paying off was amazing. The 
children were so happy and the refurbishments had 
already begun before we left. It was an experience 
I will never forget.”

Adventurous students from Solihull Sixth 
Form College have just returned from a 
life-enhancing trip to The Gambia, having 
raised over £11,000 this year, with money 
still coming in. It was the seventh year that the 
College have taken this trip and more than 
£60,000 has been raised in that time.

A group of 30 students joined the College’s 
Team Gambia project back in February and 
since then have been fundraising for the 
Abuko Nursery and Lower Basic School, near 
Banjul. They had a target to raise £400 each 
and through cake sales, car boot sales, charity 
quizzes, sky dives and sponsored climbs, all 
exceeded that goal. Their efforts culminated 
in a week-long trip to The Gambia in mid-
November, where they got to see how the 
money they have been raising is being put to 
use.

Vice Principal Janice Hamilton commented: 
“I’m proud of the work we have done over 
the last seven years. Every trip to The Gambia 
is a rewarding experience. It’s a fantastic 
opportunity for our students to experience 
another culture and help children who have 
not had the same life chances they have been 
fortunate to have. They develop valuable 
team-work and leadership skills from being 
part of this project and I see how they grow 
in confidence, whilst also really helping the 
children at the school.”

“The students also worked really hard in the 
build-up to the trip, raising money for the 
nursery and I’m really proud of their efforts. 
All the money we have raised in the last seven 
years, more than £60,000 in total, benefits the 
Abuko Nursery School and community. Since 
we joined the project, we have funded the 
building of six classrooms. As the school has 
a waiting list, this means we have helped to 
ensure more children can get a life-changing 
education and it is humbling to think that we 
have played a small part in improving their 
lives. This year we have focused specifically on 
improving the water and sanitation facilities.”

Solihull
Sixth Form
College
SUMMIT LEARNING TRUST

Music Bursary Success
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Please head to: www.southbirminghamscitt.org.uk if you are interested in a career in teaching. 
For any enquiries please contact us at: hello@southbirminghamscitt.org.uk

A key part of the Researchers in Schools (RIS) teacher training programme 
is the Uni Pathways course, a university-style extra-curricular course that 
RIS teachers design and deliver. The course is based on their PhD theses, 
making its findings accessible to a group of six highly able Year 9 pupils 
and introducing them to university-style learning. By introducing them to 
this style of learning, the researchers hope to encourage them to consider 
applying to highly selective universities later on. 

To help get pupils (and teachers!) excited about the course, students were 
taken on a launch trip to the Birmingham Science Museum. Students 
received a tour of Aston university, a self-guided visit through the museum 
and, last but not least, they had their first university-style tutorial. It was 
wonderful to see students work with the materials in the coursebooks and 
engage in higher education so brilliantly.

Research Practice as a Trainee Teacher

To ensure that our early career practitioners understand the importance of keeping abreast of current educational literature the SCITT continues 
to host our Edu Book club.  This event is a way of sharing recent reads that have impacted our teaching or just curiously caught our eye. This year 
however this was combined with a Macmillan cake and coffee afternoon to combine our research with a charity we support. The afternoon was a 
lovely positive one which had an equal share of coffee, cake, conversations and reviews on the chosen books.

Edubook Club – Macmillan Cancer Support

SOUTH BIRMINGHAM 

SCITT

“A love for teaching!”


