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Spring Term 2019

- Wishing you a Happy Easter -

Our primaries, secondaries and college have been busy!

Round Up
Read the latest news & updates from the Trust
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World 
Book Day

Erdington Hall staff and students also 
celebrated World Book Day in March and all 

were encouraged to dress up as their favourite book 
characters. The day was enjoyed by all and brought the 

both the importance and joy of reading to the forefront of 
everyone’s minds.

Parent Maths Workshop
Erdington Hall have been holding Parent Maths 
Workshops for all year groups this term. They have 
been very well attended and the school have 

had excellent feedback. Some examples of 
the feedback are ‘My daughter enjoys 

being in school and enjoyed 
the session.’
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Welcome 
to our second termly 

newsletter – and the first as 
Summit Learning Trust!

We’re very excited about our new name, and intend it to signal the 
heights of ambition we have for all our children and young people.

Climbing mountains (real, or metaphorical) is challenging and hugely 
rewarding. Together, the Summit teams of schools and staff are working incredibly 
hard to continue the journey of improvement that has begun so encouragingly. I’m 
so proud of all our dedicated staff, teaching and non-teaching, who have given so 

much energy and enthusiasm to their work this term.

We’re delighted to welcome three excellent new Principals to Summit; Wendy 
Cotterill joined us in January to lead Erdington Hall Primary School; Alex Hughes 
has been appointed to lead Ninestiles, An Academy from the summer term, and 

Vanessa Wardle is now in place as Principal of Pegasus Primary school.

Close and productive relationships with parents and communities are 
an essential part of our work. Summit schools have put in place some 

excellent opportunities for parents to contribute and engage with 
school, and I look forward to seeing these flourish.

Warmest wishes for a relaxing Easter break.
Catherine Anwar 

CEO 
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SOUTH BIRMINGHAM SCITT

South Birmingham SCITT offers 
the following for those wanting 
a career in teaching:

• Achieve qualified teacher status (QTS)
• Post Graduate Qualification in Teaching 
and Learning (min. PGCertEd – Level 7)
• Primary and Secondary Teacher Training
• Learn from real teachers in real 
classrooms
• Train in at least two schools within our 
50+ school partnership
• Secure career entry with at least 12 
weeks annual leave.

SCITT TRAINEES 
South Birmingham SCITT’s Trainees 

have now come to the end of their second 
placement. They have continued to focus on the 

key areas of pedagogy, subject development and 
reflective practice. The SCITT has recently welcomed 

external visitors to watch the trainees ‘Progress Over 
Time Presentations’ as part of their triangulation of 
assessment. The presentations were thoroughly prepared 
and professionally delivered with pupils learning at the 
centre. We could all see the fantastic progress trainees 
have made and what their next steps of development 
are as they enter into the Summer Term. With only 

nine weeks to go before they are qualified, South 
Birmingham SCITT would like to wish all our 

trainees a well-deserved rest over Easter.
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Recruitment for trainees for 2019-2020 is in full swing.
Please head to: www.southbirminghamscitt.org.uk if you are interested in a career in teaching. 

For any enquiries please contact us at: hello@southbirminghamscitt.org.uk

“A love for teaching!”
South Birmingham SCITT
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Business Trip to 
London

Citizenship and Business students visited London this 
term and had a wonderful day visiting The London Eye, 

Westminster and whilst at the Houses of Parliament attended a 
voting and representation workshop. They also met the MP Julian 

Knight, who tweeted that it was “great to meet with students from Lyndon 
School to talk about life as an MP, and how I got here!”

Visit from Deputy Lieutenant of the 
West Midlands

Lyndon was honoured to be visited by Fleur Sexton, Deputy Lieutenant of the 
West Midlands, who came to watch their Global Show, and also to see and 
hear about students work towards their UNICEF Gold Award. The students 
enjoyed showing off the work they had created to Fleur and to their parents 
and carers. Two Year 10 Citizenship students interviewed Deputy Lieutenant 
Fleur Sexton about the Lieutenancy and talked about their plans to help 
their local community both now and in their future careers. Fleur Sexton 

tweeted “A very enjoyable visit to Lyndon School to meet a wonderful 
group of Year 7 students, who are really working hard to gain a 

valuable understanding of other cultures, it was so wonderful 
to meet such amazing young people. The two year 10 

students who are so committed to give so much to 
their community. Thank you for making me 

so welcome.”
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New 
member of the 

family
Pegasus have had a very special new member 
join their family; Hector the rabbit. They have 

adopted the six-month old boy and he is quickly making 
friends! He will be spending his time visiting each class and 
supporting with the school’s nurture groups. Since joining, 

Hector has made friends with children, parents, carers, staff & 
visitors. His lunchtime club in the growing hub is THE place to be 
and the school has received kind donations from the community, 

including a hutch and lots of food!

World Book Day
To celebrate the wonderful world of reading, Pegasus pupils 
and staff have been sharing their favourite stories, have 

watched and taken part in a wonderful production of 
Mr Magnolia and were joined by some characters 

from Alice in Wonderland for lunch on World 
Book Day in March.

PE
GA

SU
S P

RI
M

AR
Y S

CHO
OL



O U N DR U P
Page 5

Curriculum 
Ambassadors 

This term, the Oaklands have launched their 
Curriculum Ambassadors Pupil group. They met 

with Ms Stock to talk about the current opportunities 
for learning in school and also what they would like to 

learn in the future. The Ambassadors have also supported 
Mr Court with learning walks and book looks to ensure the 

curriculum is exciting and engaging!

New Playpod
KS1 lunchtimes at The Oaklands have been transformed 
this term. The school has introduced a ‘Playpod’ into the 
playground for pupils to enjoy. The Oaklands pupils 

now have the opportunity to enjoy creating, 
collaborating and playing with the junk! It 

has had a huge impact on children’s 
engagement and enjoyment 

at lunchtime.
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Random
Acts of Kindness

During the month of March, students and staff at 
Cockshut Hill were encouraged to complete ‘random acts 

of kindness’. This idea came from seeing several news items and 
stories of wanting to show others a ‘random act of kindness’ such as 

paying for a stranger’s meal (which Mr Bridges did), leaving money where 
someone would find it, or handing out balloons in a shopping centre.

Throughout March students and staff were asked to record any acts of kindness they saw 
or received on a card and a post box was placed outside reception for entries. Some of the 

entries included a student in Year 10 buying food for the homeless, a Year 8 student helping a 
member of the BMT with an injured child, as well as students recording that a friend had helped 

them with a problem they were having in maths. Teachers also spent a couple of break times 
sharing chocolate bars with students. Some of the acts recorded did not take place in school which 

shows how far these acts of kindness spread throughout the month.

School Dance Finals – 4th Place
On the 25th March, KS3 and KS4 Dance groups from Cockshut Hill were invited to perform in the 

School Games Dance Finals after competing against a total of 89 schools.

The dancers spent time rehearsing during lunchtimes and after school to ensure that they were 
ready for their performance. Some of the students had never danced before and it was clear that 
although they were excited, nerves were kicking in when they arrived at The Patrick Centre at The 
Hippodrome Theatre in Birmingham. The KS3 dance group performed first; a piece was called 
‘Strength by Diversity’ and included Year 7, 8 and 9 students. The girls danced their hearts 

out and were absolutely fantastic.

The second performance was from the KS4 Dance group. Their piece was called 
‘Without you’ and consisted of contemporary dance styles. The dancers dedicated 

their dance piece to their PE teacher, Miss Davies who will be sadly leaving 
us at Easter. The teaching staff at Cockshut Hill could not have been 

more proud of their performance and what they achieved. It 
was a fantastic day and hopefully something that the 

school can be a part of again.

COCKSHUT HILL SCHOOL



UNICEF 
Tree Planting

On Friday 5th April, the school held a special 
tree planting ceremony to support their Unicef work, 

and as part of the Queen’s Commonwealth Canopy project. 
This project aims to plant thousands of new trees across all 53 
commonwealth countries. The school has planted four saplings, 

each one representing our students’ favourite Unicef articles. The Deputy 
Lieutenant for the West Midlands attended as the Queen’s representative, 

along with other members of the community.

Maths Challenge 
Sixty Ninestiles students from Years 8 to 11 took part in the UK Maths Trust 

Intermediate Challenge at the beginning of February. It’s a competition for Years 9 to 
11, but one of our Year 8 students also entered it. Overall, they won 7 gold, 14 silver 

and 8 bronze certificates! Their previous best was three golds, so the students have 
done especially well this year. One Year 8 student, Harry Cremins, was one of the gold 
winners. The ‘best in school’ student, Yasmin Abdelkadir, has been offered a place at 
a summer Maths Camp as a result of her scores. Ninestiles are very proud of all the 

winners, as it is not an easy challenge.

Basketball Success
Year 8 Ninestiles student, Alasan Njie-Morgan, has played basketball for 
the Birmingham City Rockets since he was 9 years old. He was the U13 
captain in the West Midlands regional tournaments last year, and while 

he was playing, England scouts spotted him. In March this year 
he found out that he’s been selected to play for the U14 

England squad in the European tournament.

NINESTILES AN ACADEM
Y

Hippodrome 
Education Network

As part of their creative curriculum, Yarnfield are 
working alongside the Hippodrome Education Network. 

Craig, Learning Officer at the Hippodrome, has been working 
with pupils across the school to develop their drama, singing 

and performing art skills. All year groups will also be given the 
opportunity to attend a theatre production. Recently, Year 4 Yarnfield 

pupils performed a dance in the Hippodrome Production ’The Spirit of 
Bollywood.’ Their weekly rehearsal paid off as they stole the show for 
a sold out crowd. The next big performance will be by our after school 
drama club, who will be performing the famous musical ‘Annie.’ The 
school and trust are looking forward to seeing the talented pupils put on 

another fantastic production.

Watch the teachers teach
This term, Yarnfield have also invited parents into classrooms across 

the whole school to ‘watch the teachers teach.’ This enabled 
parents to see first-hand what learning looks like at Yarnfield. 

Parents were able to join in the lesson and help support 
the pupils with their learning. They have received 

positive feedback from parents and look 
forward to doing this again 

next term.
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DUO SECURE OFFERS 
FROM OXFORD

The Two gifted students are working towards their dream after 
being offered places at the University of Oxford this year. A level 

students Amelia-Anne Carse and Pete Miller have both been successful in 
their Oxbridge applications, after going through a challenging application

process. Amelia hopes to take up a place at Oriel College to study Engineering, 
while Pete is aiming for a place on the English Language & Literature course at 

Mansfield College.

Amelia commented: “It was a tough application process. The entrance test was hard and the 
interviews were very stressful, but I am glad I did them - they were a brilliant experience. My 

Physics teacher offered continued support and he really helped to build my confidence in my own 
ability, which was vital for the interview.”

Pete added: “Going into the process, I felt like going to Oxford was only ever a dream that
wouldn’t actually happen to me. I was scared, because I knew I really wanted to go and that

the competition was fierce, but I was also surprised at how much I enjoyed it all.”

Schools Mace Debate 
Drama students put on a public showcase in March, as they performed their final assessed

practicals. The second year A level Drama students split into groups and performed extracts 
from five different plays, including “Be My Baby” by British playwright Amanda Whittington, 

“Jane Eyre” based on the novel by Charlotte Brontë, “Kindertransport” by Diane Samuels, 
“The Glass Menagerie” by Tennessee Williams and “The Lovely Bones” based on a 

novel by American writer Alice Sebold.

The practical coursework element of the course carries 30% of the marks for 
this course and examiners from AQA visit the College to assess their 

performances. Students could choose what they would be assessed 
on, with most electing to focus on acting as their skill. 

However, set or costume design and lighting or 
direction were also possible focuses of

assessment.
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