
Welcome
Dear Parents and Carers

I think my letter this time emphasises 
the change in the school’s priorities and 
our continued journey to excellence. 
You and your children, quite rightly; expect ‘Nothing 
but the Best’ from the school and in return we expect 
‘Nothing but the Best’ from your children. They need to 
look and act professionally and if they do they will get 
professional outcomes in their results. We often find that 
the children who have great attendance and punctuality, 
wear the correct uniform, have the right equipment, 
complete work and revision out of school and have 
the right attitude to learning in school make the most 
academic progress.

Our New Standards System 
‘SOAR’ (Article 3: Best Interests of the Child)
We feel it’s really important in our next phase of 
improvement to heighten the expectations we have of our 
students in all aspects of school. The next improvement 
is that of Standards. Mr Barclay is leading our new SOAR 
programme that your child has attended assemblies on 
over the last few weeks. For full details of this initiative 
please visit our website and you will find the presentation 
at: www.cockshuthill.org.uk/uniformandstandards/

The biggest change I believe your child will have to adapt 
to is that we will now insist on black, polish-able leather 
shoes. I wrote to you in December 2017 and April 2018 
explaining this would be the case from September 2018. 
So I’m sure it comes as no surprise to you all. We will 
also not accept sweatshirts or hooded sweatshirts in 
school; students are to wear their blazers and if it is cold 
they can wear a coat (not denim) on top of their blazer. 

We will continue to provide students with planners, 
pencil cases and Knowledge Organisers, all of which 
are designed to support your child, thus bringing an 
optimal level to learn in every lesson. We ask for your 
support to ensure your child brings a bag to school so 
they are equipped to learn. The vast majority of our 
students do and it is no surprise that these students 
bring their planner, knowledge organiser and other 
equipment required for school on a daily basis. It is often 
the student without the bag that comes with none of the 
above. Students from September will have access to a 
‘SOAR shop’; if a child loses their equipment they will be 
able to purchase new equipment at a small price. 

Mr Barclay will be introducing a new reward system 
called ‘Learn to Earn’. Students that follow the ‘SOAR 
standards’ and continue to ‘always do the right thing’ will 
be able to collect rewards (more information to follow). 

As you can see we are living up to our motto of ‘Nothing 
but the Best’; we want your child to compete with the 
best in the land so we need to teach them these life 
skills as soon as possible and be very strict in ensuring 
they happen.

Students arriving smart and ready for learning.

NEW Phone System
Many of you may have been frustrated in the past when 
phoning the school with not being able to get through 
to speak to a receptionist or a member of staff. This is 
due to the fact that the school only has one telephone 
line coming into our switchboard. You will be delighted 
to hear that we have purchased a new system that will 
make this a lot easier for you to get in touch with us.
From September our new school number will be: 

0121 289 5900 
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Attendance and Punctuality 
(Article 29: Goals of Education)
Attendance and punctuality are not yet good enough for 
a percentage of our students. School starts at 8.30am 
not 8.45am or beyond. 

Attendance must be at least 97%. Research has shown 
that for every 5% off attendance students drop one 
GCSE grade. Legal Intervention Team are issuing Fixed 
Penalty Notices for students who are absent from school. 
The highest fine a parent has been issued with this year 
for their child’s poor attendance is £814.00. There are 
175 non-school days in the year for holidays, visits or 
planned medical appointments - we will not authorise 
any leave of absence during school time. If your children 
are not in school they are not learning. 

Achievement (Article 29: Goals of Education)
We are issuing a mathematics and English booklet for all 
students to enable them to continue with their academic 
progress over the summer. ‘Use it or lose it’ is a phrase 
for this situation; six weeks is a long time not to take 
part in any academic learning. Students can use their 
knowledge organisers to consolidate all the important 
knowledge learnt this year or access any of the Exam 
Preparation Activities from our website. Students should 
make sure they read over the summer; take a book out 
from the library if you don’t have any at home.

Parent/Carer Forum 
(Article 18: Parental responsibilities and state assistance)
Thank you to those parents and carers who have shown 
an interest in joining our Parent/Carer Forum and we 
look forward to welcoming you to the first meeting in 
July. For those parents who could not commit to the 
forum there will be a designated area on the website 
to keep you up to date with meeting presentations and 
minutes. There will also be specific targeted events 
which parents/carers will be invited to on a range of 
areas including understanding assessment, supporting 
students at home and preparing for exams. This will 
be coupled with more opportunity for parent voice. For 
more information contact Gemma Sheerman (Assistant 
Principal) – gemma.sheerman@cockshuthill.org.uk

School Opportunities 
(Article 17: Access to Information from the Media)
As ever I cannot share with you in my letter all the extra 
opportunities our staff provide for your children over the 
term or year. This letter would turn into a book! I will 
remind you all that the school and many staff use Twitter 
now and they share events daily with their followers. My 
advice would be to follow @CockshutHillSch and from 
there you can navigate to all members of staff. Below 
are just a few of the opportunities students have taken 
up this term.

Lucy Tours
In June we welcomed nine ex-students to the school. 
They attended Cockshut Hill from 1963 – 1968, fifty 
years ago! Ms Williams who has taught at Cockshut Hill 
for over 32 years accompanied our guests on a site tour 
showing them what the school looks like now. The ladies 
had an amazing visit and spent hours sharing memories 
with us. They also presented us with a 50-year-old 
school tie which is on display in our new museum/
meeting room. 

After this great success Ms Williams is going to continue 
to host school tours for groups of ex-students interested 
in having a look around their old school. If any of you are 
or know of any ex-students interested in taking this up 
please email: 
Ms Williams at – lucy.williams@cockshuthill.org.uk
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‘Strength through diversity;
ambition through challenge;
excellence through curiosity.’



Cultural Capital (Article 31: Leisure, Play and Culture)
I think one of our key successes this year has been our new Cultural Capital programme. This enables all students 
to access cultural opportunities throughout their five years at the school with no cost to them at all. This initiative has 
been led superbly by Mr Croydon and ably supported by Mr O’Malley (who had the initial idea). Our students have 
gone to universities, the theatre, outdoor pursuits, Birmingham library and Cathedral, The National Space Museum, 
London and my personal favourite the beach at Weston Super-Mare. It’s been fantastic to see our students in these 

environments and for a large percentage of them it’s the first time they have had the chance to experience these 
opportunities. We look forward to this continuing next year with one possible change for year 9s going to the Black 
Country Museum to learn more about the great region they are from. I honestly don’t know of another school in the 
country that offers a programme like this and I’m immensely proud of it!

Student Leadership
(Article 12: Respect for the views of the child)
Mr Moore has been amazed with the amount of students 
who he meets on a weekly basis regarding different 
aspects of student leadership. Over 160 students are 
now participating in a variety of sub committees which 
are in addition to the House Captain structure. We 
have students leading; Learning, Well-being, Charities, 
Equality, Standards and Eco. 

I am also delighted to inform you that Aaliyah (below left) 
and Kainaat (below right) have recently been appointed 
as our Head Students for 2018/19. 

#MoreinCommon 
(Article 15: Freedom of Association)
We were delighted to welcome Yardley MP Jess Philips 
to speak to our students on the work of her great 
friend and fellow MP Jo Cox. Jo was killed in Batley in 
June 2016 by a man who didn’t agree with her love of 
diversity and inclusion. Jess spoke both emotionally 
and passionately about the work of her colleague in 
celebrating the diversity we have in our city and the 
whole of the UK. 

Visit us this September
Wednesday 12th September 2018

6pm - 8pm
Thursday 13th & 20th September 2018
9:15am - 12pm

Project Optimum
‘Nothing but the best’

Open MorningsOpen Evening

@CockshutHillSch
www.cockshuthill.org.uk
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Staff leaving us this term
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the following colleagues for their contribution to supporting your children 
in their time at Cockshut Hill School. They all leave with our best wishes for the future. Ms Aftab (RE & Business), Ms 
Apperley (EAL), Mr Connor (English), Mr Cooksey (Behaviour Management Team), Ms Makoni (Teaching Assistant), 
Ms De Molina (Spanish), Ms Khan (English), Mr Beasley (Site Maintenance), Mr Ahmed (Science Technician) and Mr 
Turner (PE). 

A special mention of course must go to Kevin Turner. He began his 
teaching career at Cockshut Hill in September 1978 so has just completed 
40 years at the school. This is an amazing achievement and I’m sure many 
of you from the local area and those that are ex-students will remember 
Mr Turner. 

We have named our meeting room after him in small recognition of the 
impact he has made at the school for so long. He retires from us to take 
up a much more important role – that of a Grandfather!

Dates for your diary 
(subject to change – updates will always be on the schools website)

I wish you all a peaceful Summer Holiday and I look forward to seeing you all next term.

Yours sincerely
 

Jason Bridges - Principal 
Email - jason.bridges@cockshuthill.org.uk Twitter - @JBridgesCHS 

Tuesday 17th & Wednesday 18th July The annual School Production of ‘The Wizard of Oz’
Friday 20th July END OF TERM – Students dismissed at 12.30pm

Monday 3rd & Tuesday 4th September INSET Days – No students in school
Wednesday 5th September Year 7 only 8.30am – 3pm
Thursday 6th September ALL Students in school 8.30am – 3pm
Wednesday 12th September OPEN EVENING – Students leave school at 1.15pm

Tuesday 2nd October Ninestiles Trust Annual Academic Awards – ‘The Great 
Hall’ - University of Birmingham

Thursday 19th October Cockshut Hill Annual Awards – Renewal Centre Solihull
Thursday 25th October 3pm - end of half term for students
Friday 26th October INSET Day – No students in school

Monday 5th November ALL Students in school 8.30am – 3pm
Friday 10th November Annual Remembrance Service 11am Cockshut Hill
Friday 30th November  INSET Day – No students in school
Friday 21st December END OF TERM – Students dismissed at 12.30pm


