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Dear Parents and Carers

As we approach the Easter holidays I would like to thank all of our staff, students and their families for a fantastic term 
and their continued support in our improvement journey. 

Achievement
As a school we need to concentrate even more on our Core Purpose 
which is to enable all of our students to achieve the best possible 
examination results. Your child deserves ‘Nothing but the Best’! 
In January our new Senior Leadership team structure started. Our 
newly appointed Vice Principal Victoria Creedon along with Assistant 
Principal Ben Lumley will be leading on raising Achievement. You will 
already be aware that they are involving you more, by sending out 
regular data information on your child. A big initiative starting this term 
is the introduction of Knowledge Organisers. Every student in years 7 
to 10 will receive a booklet that has all the knowledge they require for 
their subjects. We need the support of you, the parents and carers, to 
ensure that your child works on this booklet for between 30-60 minutes 
each evening. Research shows that students could achieve a GCSE 4/5 (old grade C) from just knowledge alone 
and higher grades are gained from the application of this knowledge. There are examples of these organisers on the 
school website for you to see and download if required. 

We wish all of year 11 the best of luck in their upcoming GCSEs which begin on Monday 14th May. Year 11s should now 
be revising between two to three hours a night, to ensure they achieve their academic targets. Our staff are available 
to support students through after-school interventions (see timetable below) and our Easter school programme.

If you have any questions on anything to do with your child’s academic progress please contact our Achievement 
team via email. 
(UNICEF Article 28 – Goals of education)

Knowledge Organisers

Easter school timetable 
Morning sessions 10am – 12pm & afternoon sessions 12.30- 2.30pm

Monday 
2nd April

Tuesday 
3rd April

Wednesday 
4th April

Thursday 
5th April

Friday 
6th April

Closed Closed
All DAY SESSION

Science
All DAY SESSION

Computer Science 
All DAY SESSION

Computer Science

Monday 
9th April

Tuesday 
10th April

Wednesday 
11th April 

Thursday 
12th April

Friday 
13th April

All DAY SESSION
• Geography 
• Music
• Drama
• Art
• Law

All DAY 
SESSION 

English 
Language

All DAY SESSION
• P.E
• Media 
• Spanish

AM Session
• Urdu

All DAY SESSION
• Maths  
• Health & Social 

(Y10) 

All DAY SESSION 

English Literature 

Achievement Team 
Vice Principal: 
vicky.creedon@cockshuthill.org.uk

Assistant Principal:
ben.lumley@cockshuthill.org.uk

Year 7: tara.dignum@cockshuthill.org.uk
Year 8: david.hargreaves@cockshuthill.org.uk
Year 9: arlene.croydon@cockshuthill.org.uk
Year 10: kate.newey@cockshuthill.org.uk
Year 11: victoria.savage@cockshuthill.org.uk
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High expectations of childrens’ standards; 
Uniform, Behaviour, Equipment, Attendance & Punctuality
I have no doubt that the only way for students to achieve the best results possible is for them to 
have and demonstrate a professional attitude towards school. It is therefore vital that your child has 
the best possible standards (as listed above). Every year it is no surprise that the students with the 
best uniform, behaviour, equipment, attendance and punctuality always make the most academic 
progress. Your child must aim for at least 97% attendance as this will give them the best chance 
of achieving their academic targets.

It seems that you are in agreement of this as in my last letter in December I wrote; ‘I am thinking about introducing 
no hooded sweatshirts as an outer coat and black shoes not black footwear in September 2018.’ “Please contact 
me via my email address on the last page if you have a view on this.” I was delighted that I only had one parent who 
disagreed with this - so this policy will start in September 2018.

A strange request! 
I feel it’s time that all students brought a bag to school, which the vast majority of course do. Students are now 
expected to carry equipment that we have given to them along with planners and now Knowledge Organisers. This 
cannot be done professionally without the use of a school bag. 

To support our work on high expectations of all students, I have appointed Daniel Barclay to lead on a school standards 
project where he will attend all Senior Teacher meetings to drive our continued improvement on school standards and 
its link to excellent student outcomes. (UNICEF Article 28 – Goals of education)

School opportunities
As with all my previous letters there have been too many activities and events this term to list, so I am only able 
to share with you a few. I would like to draw your attention to Twitter as many staff are using this as a way to 
communicate and celebrate the variety of learning and enrichment that goes on at school. Our school Twitter address 
is @CockshutHillSch and from there you will be able to navigate to the 40+ staff accounts. Do also look out for my 
daily #AdayinthelifeCHS where I post one of the many ‘events of the day’. 
(UNICEF Article 17 – Access to information from the media)

‘By Royal Appointment’ 
20 of our Year 10 Girls attended a Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics (STEM) event at Millennium Point in Birmingham 
with some rather special guests! 

To celebrate International Women’s Day, Millennium Point hosted this 
event to support STEM and to inspire girls in secondary schools to 
consider the various career paths available to them within the STEM 
industries. There was a panel of eight women who showcased what 
their careers entailed and welcomed questions from students - these 
centred around the importance of maths in their day to day jobs and in 
particular how their GCSEs contributed towards their current success. 
The girls from Cockshut Hill were a real credit to the school, asking 
some brilliant questions about apprenticeships, A-level choices, 
university degrees and work experience. They were involved with the 
tasks throughout the day and represented the school with impeccable 
manners, especially when interacting with Prince Harry and Ms Markle. 
A couple of examples of the tasks included a code breaking activity and 
the opportunity to go through the process of designing a new app. 

Miss Block said ‘it was a pleasure to accompany the girls to this 
event and we all definitely left feeling inspired by some of the 
success stories shared.’

Kainaat wrote ‘I’ve had the privilege to meet Prince Harry and Meghan Markle and I am extremely grateful for 
this amazing experience. Initially, it felt surreal, I couldn’t believe that I was meeting members of the Royal 
Family! During our conversation, (about activities that took place, potential careers and aspirations etc.) it 
was evident that they were both very kind and sociable people; they were very welcoming and I thoroughly 
enjoyed their company.’

(Students Kainaat, Tazeen and Ludmila are joined 
by Meghan Markle & HRH Prince Harry)
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Young Researchers at Cockshut Hill School
Eight students were successful in applying to take up the role of 
a young researcher in school. This is the first time a Secondary 
school has undertaken such a project working with the Colmore 
Partnership and Birmingham City University.  The students visited 
the university to learn about action research and meet students 
from across the city who are completing other projects.  Over the 
next few months our students plan to gather information from 
different areas of the school, as well as working in partnership 
with primary schools and offer some insights about any changes 
they think we can make.  They will be celebrating their work in 
the summer term at the university along with some of the most 
significant professionals in education in Birmingham. 
(UNICEF Article 12 - Respect for the views of the child)

Drop Everything and Read
The Student leadership group helped our librarian Mrs Kaur 
launch the “Drop everything and read” initiative in school.  In 
the week beginning 26th February, House captains and Vice 
captains took over house assemblies to challenge students and 
staff to “Drop everything and read” for 10 minutes every lesson 
and as much as possible outside of lessons too. The Senior 
Leadership team treated the students to a number of highlights 
from the latest books available in our library.

Reading is such an important skill for all students to practice and 
develop especially as many GCSE examination papers have 
text now where students need to have reading ages at over 16 years of age. It is something that you as parents and 
carers could have a massive impact on helping your child to make big leaps in their academic ability by encouraging 
them to read at home on a regular basis. 
   
Our push on reading was also supported by so many of our staff dressing up on the 1st March for World Book day. 
This year we all followed the theme of ‘Where’s Wally?’ pictured above are just a few of our Wallys!
(UNICEF Article 28 – Goals of education)

UNICEF Leaders Reboot
This term the UNICEF Leaders have been reflecting on the work we do in school and have been evaluating the plan 
to achieve the Rights Respecting Gold Award.  Whilst they were proud of the campaigning and charity work they 
accomplished last term, they see the need to raise the profile of Childrens’ rights within the student body as well as 
expand their work into the wider community.  The students took the opportunity to present on a stall at the Ninestiles 
Trust ‘TeachMeet’, where they were able to speak to teachers from a range of schools about the work they do. They 
are open to getting involved with local projects so if you feel there would be an opportunity where they could help 
please email Mr Moore (steven.moore@cockshuthill.org.uk).  Please keep an eye on the school website where the 
students’ choice of “article of the month” is posted. 
(UNICEF Article 42 - Knowledge of Rights)

Sarah, Moaz, Lloyd, Elisha, Iqra, Anika, Iqra

Year 11
After-school 
Intervention 
TIMETABLE

 Science sets 1-2

 Mathematics

 Media

 History

 Food

 Geography

 MONDAY: 3:15pm - 4:10pm

 Science sets 3-9

 Mathematics

 Spanish

 Art

 TUESDAY: 3:15pm - 4:10pm

 History

 ICT

 Religious Education

 THURSDAY: 3:15pm - 4:10pm

 English

 Art

 Design Technology

 History

 Business

 Music

 Computer Science

 FRIDAY: 3:15pm - 4:10pm

 Physical Education

 Drama

 WEDNESDAY: 

Library is 
open for 

independent 
revision:

3pm-3:45pm

 

#GOINGFORGOLD18
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Dates for your diary 
(subject to change – updates will always be on the schools website)

Wednesday 28th March Year 9 Parents evening
Saturday 24th March Year 11 Cultural Capital trip to London
Thursday 29th March END OF TERM – Students dismissed at 12.30pm

Monday 16th April INSET Day – staff only
Tuesday 17th April All year groups return to school
Monday 30th April – Friday 11th May Year 10 Pre Public Examination season 
Monday 14th May GCSEs start for Year 11s

Friday 25th May INSET Day – staff only
*GCSE English literature paper will run as normal

Monday 28th May – Friday 1st June HALF TERM
Tuesday 26th June Year 11 Leavers assembly
Friday 29th June Year 11 Prom – The Village Hotel Solihull

Monday 2nd July – Friday 6th July 
Year 10 Work experience
School trip to Paris
School summer camp to Ross-on-Wye

Friday 6th July School trip to Drayton Manor theme park

Wednesday 11th July Year 7 Parents evening
The Great Cockshut Hill Bake off

Friday 13th July School Sports day
Wednesday 18th & Thursday 19th July The annual School production
Friday 20th July END OF TERM - Students dismissed at 12.30pm

I would like to say farewell and best wishes to Miss Maxwell who is leaving us to join Park Hall School in North Solihull 
and Mrs Cockrill who is retiring. I’d like to thank them both for their loyal service to our school.

I wish you all a peaceful Easter holiday and I look forward to seeing you all next term.

Yours sincerely

Jason Bridges
Principal 

Email: jason.bridges@cockshuthill.org.uk
Twitter: @JBridgesCHS 


