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SAVE THE DATE
Bank Holiday - School Closed
Monday 6th May
Inter house Competition
Tuesday 7th May
GCSE Examinations begin
Monday 13th May
Year 11 Cultural Capital London Trip

SCHOOL DANCE FINALS - 4TH PLACE
On the 25th March, KS3 and KS4 Dance groups were invited to perform in the
School Games Dance Finals after competing with a total of 89 schools.
Our dancers have been rehearsing every lunchtime and after school to ensure
that they were ready for their performance. Some of the pupils had never
danced before and it was clear that although they were excited, nerves had
started when we arrived at The Patrick Centre at The Hippodrome Theatre
in Birmingham. The KS3 dance group performed first. This dance piece was
called ‘Strength by Diversity’ and consisted of Year 7 to Year 9 pupils. The girls
danced their hearts out and were absolutely fantastic.
The second performance was from the KS4 Dance group. Their piece was
called ‘Without you’ and consisted of contemporary and lyrics dance styles.
The dancers dedicated their dance piece to their PE teacher, Miss Davies who
will be sadly leaving us at Easter. We could not have been more proud of their
performance and what they achieved. It was a fantastic day and hopefully
something that we can be a part of again.

Year 7 Parents Evening
Wednesday 15th May
Year 8 Cultural Capital Trip to
Weston-Super-Mare
Monday 20th May
Year 8 Cultural Capital Trip to
Weston-Super-Mare
Tuesday 21st May

TIPS OF THE HALF TERM
Maths:
Whenever you are using different
units outside of school, try to convert
them as frequently as possible for
good maths practice. For example,
convert pounds into pence, or
grams into kilograms, or millilitres
into litres.
Year 11:
• Use the English & Maths QLA to
direct your revision.
• Attempt all exam questions never leave one blank.

www.cockshuthill.org.uk

Follow us: @CockshutHillSch

English Parental
Engagement Event

Random Acts
of Kindness
SUMMIT LEARNING TRUST

I won’t lie, we were trepidatious about our first English
parental engagement evening. Would we get an
audience? Could we really give an insight into a two
year course in a two hour session? Well, we did, and we
could. We invited parents of Year 10 and Year 11 students
to look at Paper 1 of the English Language GCSE, and
what a lovely audience they were. Despite really putting
them on the spot by asking them to have a go at an
actual exam question, and sharing with them some of the
challenges the course offers, it seemed that families went
away feeling much more confident about how our young
people can be supported at home. Thanks to everyone
who attended and participated, and also to the members
of the English team who delivered expertly on how we
teach students to approach the exam.
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During the month of March, students and staff were
encouraged to complete ‘random acts of kindness’.
This idea came about as there had been news items
and stories of wanting to show others a ‘random act of
kindness’ such as paying for a strangers’ meal (which Mr
Bridges did) or leaving money where someone would
find it, or handing out balloons in a shopping centre.

Throughout March students and staff were asked to
record any acts of kindness they saw or received on a
card and a post box was placed outside reception for
entries.

Some of the entries included a student in Year 10 buying
food for the homeless, a Year 8 student helping a member
of the BMT with an injured child as well as students
recording that a friend had helped them with a problem
they were having in Maths, or helping staff carry things
from place to place. Miss Dowding even spent a couple
of break times sharing chocolate bars with any student
she came across. Some of the acts recorded did not
take place in school which shows how far these acts of
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kindness spread throughout the month.
Over recent years as a school, we have become
increasingly involved in Sport Birmingham’s School
What staff and students didn’t know, was that this was
Games competitions, entering teams into sports such as;
in fact a House Competition and all the entries were
Handball, Basketball, Trampolining, Athletics, Rounders,
being counted into Houses and that at the end of March
Futsal and Dance. Our biggest successes have come from
the House with the most student entries would win the
the Girls teams, with Silver medals being achieved in
competition. A competition that no one knew about
both Handball and Athletics.
was a new concept and left many of the other Heads of
House guessing.
Thanks to our successes and commitment to the School
Games programme, for the first time this year we were
This competition has shown that many of our staff and
invited to act as Sports Leaders at the first round of the
students show kindness to one another on a regular
primary school Athletics competition. Our sports leaders,
basis, and as the competition element was a secret, all of
all in year 10 at Cockshut Hill School demonstrated
these entries were done in the spirit of the month and not
great initiative, and a great work ethic at their first ever
because there was a reward at the end. Hopefully the
leadership event and really impressed the School Games
kindness continues even if the competition is now over.
organisers. So much so, that they were immediately
invited to lead at another event later in the school year.

Year 10
Sports Leaders

Shortly after this, the Year 10 girls had another
opportunity to demonstrate their leadership skills at
the first round of the Girls secondary school Athletics
competition. A competition which was hosted by
Cockshut Hill, led by the Year 10 leaders and resulted in
Cockshut Hill’s Year 7 and 8 teams finishing in 1st place,
qualifying for the School Games finals on the 3rd of April.
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Reading
World Book Day

Solutions not sides!

“Not Simply Pro Israel or Pro Palestine
– but Pro Solution.”
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Reading is, of course, an important life skill; but at
Cockshut Hill we also want to encourage students to read
for pleasure. The physical and mental health benefits of
regular reading are well documented, but the sense of
enjoyment is something that can appeal to all students. As
such, we have created a scheme called Drop Everything
And Read – where for 2 weeks a term, students will
spend 15 minutes reading a book of their choice, but in a
different lesson each day – to show that reading can be
fun, but also that it is an important skill for every subject.
We have also had staff reading aloud to students a
number of short stories – to show that listening to books
is an equally enjoyable experience.
We also celebrated World Book Day with staff creating
posters about their favourite books, and students
answering a quiz based on these posters. There was
a linked house competition where students created the
book cover and blurb for their own book - with a really
high standard of entries shown across the school and
age ranges.
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In March, Year 10 were fortunate to attend a presentation
from the organisation Solutions Not Sides. This is an
organisation that seeks to tackle Antisemitism, AntiMuslim Hate and polarisation around the issue of the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict in the UK. The aim is to help
to shift attitudes away from supporting one side against
the other and towards seeking a solution for the human
beings living in the situation.
Before attending the presentation students prepared for it
by watching a video about the conflict which highlighted
the history of the region and the situation it is now in,
considering how the people who live there cope with
holding very different views about Independence Day/
the Nakba.

On the day of the talk, pupils watched presentations from
a Palestinian and an Israeli. Both shared stories of their
lives and upbringing and the situations they had faced
growing up in what, at times, is a war zone. As well as this
they talked about what they saw as the way forward in
finding a solution to the situation. After this there was an
opportunity for pupils to ask question – which many did.
They were asking about the visitors lives but also about
their hopes and vision for the future. The visitors shared
how, although they may hold very different views about
some issues from the past, they have made a decision to
work together and seek for compromise and a solution.

World Book Day - Staff dressed up!

It was an excellent informative situation in which pupils
own views and assumptions were challenged. The human
side of the conflict was driven home and a sense of hope
was given.
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SOAR Programme

Cultural Capital
SUMMIT LEARNING TRUST

Our new programme of SOAR, which stands for Smart,
Organised, Ambitious and Respectful, is now almost a
year old and it is having a hugely positive impact. SOAR
encourages students to be smartly dressed, be organised
with their equipment, ambitious in lessons and respectful
around school and those students that demonstrate these
four important traits are rewarded with green stamps in
their planners. Each stamp equals a credit that students can
spend on a reward website L2e. It has been a pleasure to
see how the vast majority of our students now take pride
in wearing their uniform correctly. Furthermore, students
are far better equipped and less time in lessons is wasted
provided pens and rulers, which has also had a positive
impact in how neatly our student’s work is presented.
On a regular basis our students strive to be ambitious in
lessons and on a walk around our school you would be
greeted by respectful students who hold doors open and
say please and thank you.

So far over 200 students have received certificates or
prizes from L2E and this number continues to grow
as students consistently do the right thing. Students at
Cockshut do the right thing far more than the wrong,
for every one negative comment in the school, staff give
45 positive comments, showing just how far our students
have come in a year.
A large part of this success is down to parents and
carers at home, so thank you. You ensure your child is
in the correct uniform and organised every day before
they arrive, so together we are making a real positive
difference. Thank you for your ongoing support and we
look forward to continuing to see our students SOAR at
Cockshut Hill.
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This half term started with the final University visit for
our Year 9 students. The visit to Newman University
offered a great insight into University life and the courses
accessible to our students.

Year 11 visited London on Saturday 9th March. A stroll
around the capital, taking in the sights on a lovely sunny
day was a much welcome escape from the normal
stresses of being a Year 11 student.

Finally this half term, all of Year 8 visited The Big Bang
Fair at the NEC. A fantastic experience, helping students
increase their knowledge and understanding in all things
STEM related.
Alongside our Cultural Capital programme, there have
been a number of other experiences for our students
including Sports Leaders events, celebrations for
International Women’s Day, Strive of Five Maths and
English visits and capping off this half term with another
rewards trip led by the Science department, visiting
Cadburys World, just in time for Easter!
Next term promises to be another busy time with lots of
exciting educational visits planned. All information, as
normal, will be available via ParentPay.
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